
Inspection of The Sparrow's Nest 
Preschool
St. Michaels Church, Poole Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH2 5QU

Inspection date: 18 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children develop very good social skills, make friendships with their peers and are 
considerate of the needs of others. Children behave very well and are extremely 
cooperative as they play with other children. Staff have the highest expectations 
and sensitively support children to develop an understanding of themselves and 
their feelings, that they strongly embed into practice. Children see adults who are 
polite and courteous towards each other and, therefore, learn to behave in this 
way themselves. Staff skilfully guide children to show sensitivity to others' needs 
and feelings and to form positive relationships with other children.

Parents offer the highest praise for this setting. They commend the 'dedicated and 
patient' staff. Parents provide extremely positive comments that they are always 
'kept in the know'. They have daily discussions at the entrance with staff regarding 
planning and learning intentions. Parents also have secure access to their children's 
online assessment records to support children's learning at home. They comment 
that they feel confident and assured that their children are receiving 'a wonderful 
journey' through their early years.

Leaders are sensitive to the impact that COVID-19 (coronavirus) may have had on 
the children and their families, and on staff. They offer flexible and sensitive 
support to staff as they return to work. They have made thoughtful adaptations for 
children's arrival and entry to the pre-school, to promote the continued safety for 
all with minimal disruption to children's experiences.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff and the management team work expertly together to deliver challenging 
and engaging activities that meet all children's individual needs. They have a 
shared determination to maintain high-quality teaching and learning 
continuously. Staff diligently monitor the curriculum, children's progress and 
areas where development is delayed. This leads to unique early interventions, 
such as targeted groups to support children's listening, attention and language 
skills. The staff team all know each child extremely well and can support their 
individual learning needs. Consequently, gaps in children's learning are quickly 
closed. All children make excellent progress and those who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) reach their potential. 

n Children are confident, curious and deeply engage in the wealth of activities 
provided. They thrive in the setting and take delight in the rich, varied and 
imaginative activities on offer. Children have ample opportunities to play and 
learn outside. They thoroughly enjoy water play as they tip and pour water into 
containers. Staff offer highly effective support to children and model new 
language expertly, introducing new words, such as 'empty' and 'full'. This helps 
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younger children to develop an early understanding of volume and widen their 
mathematical understanding. Children use a pincer grip confidently to grasp 
water beads to fill bottles. Staff praise children for their clever thinking when 
children count the water beads collected and calculate simple mathematical 
problems with great aptitude.

n Children have excellent opportunities to discover the world around them and to 
explore their imaginations. For example, older children show great interest and 
concentration while investigating snails, noting how they move and the patterns 
on the shells. They use chalk to draw a road system on the floor for the snails to 
move along. Children learn to care for living things. They prepare a bed of 
lettuce leaves that they have grown in the setting to see if the snails will eat 
them.

n Children who speak English as an additional language swiftly become confident 
communicators in both their home language and English. The key persons' 
excellent knowledge of children's home experiences and language significantly 
enhances children's understanding and use of English. Many of the staff are 
multilingual and support children's home language as well as English 
exceptionally well. All children develop confidence in their language and 
communication skills.

n Staff promote healthy living superbly. Children make their own obstacle course 
outdoors, engage in weekly sports sessions, grow a variety of vegetables and 
learn about healthy foods during snack times. They talk about why fresh 
watermelons are healthy. Staff teach children about personal safety. For 
instance, they talk with children about the safe use of knives as they help to 
prepare the watermelons for snack.

n Staff well-being is of paramount importance to the management team. Staff 
commend the leaders of the setting for their continuous support and 
appreciation. Leaders encourage staff to follow their interests and passions. 
They provide staff with unrestricted access to new training opportunities. Staff 
value this and continually strive to improve their own practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure children's safety and welfare is given the highest priority. All staff 
have a comprehensive understanding of safeguarding and their individual 
responsibilities to protect children. They are extremely well versed in the 
procedures to follow in response to any concerns they may have about a child. 
Staff receive in-depth training. As a result, all members of staff have a secure 
safeguarding knowledge, including the impact that wider safeguarding issues, such 
as child exploitation and drug trafficking, have on young children and their families. 
Ratios are always maintained and the very well-deployed staff are diligent in their 
supervision of children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555906

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10174524

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person The Sparrows Nest Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555905

Telephone number 07754444544

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Sparrow's Nest Preschool registered in 2009, re-registered in 2012 following a 
move to new premises and re-registered again in 2017 to become a limited 
company. It operates from the Lower Hall on the site of St Michael's Church, in 
Bournemouth, Dorset. The pre-school is open each weekday from 9am to 3pm, 
during school term time only. The pre-school employs 12 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, one holds appropriate early years qualifications at level 6 and early 
professional status, two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 4, two at 
level 3 and two at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Cornish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider.

n The inspector observed and evaluated interactions between staff and children 
throughout the inspection, indoors and outdoors. 

n A director explained the curriculum offered and the impact this has on children's 
development during a tour of the setting. 

n A number of parents spoke with the inspector and shared their views and 
experiences of the setting. A director also shared pre-inspection emails from 
parents with the inspector. 

n During a joint observation, a director and the inspector evaluated the quality of 
education together. 

n Leadership and management meetings were held throughout the inspection, 
during which the inspector viewed relevant documentation. This included 
evidence of the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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