
Inspection of Little Gremlins After Of 
School Club
St. Winifreds Junior School, Newstead Road, London SE12 0SJ

Inspection date: 10 June 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy their time at the setting and parents tell the inspector how much 
their children enjoy being at the club. Children show they are confident during the 
session and develop good social skills as they build on their relationships with their 
peers during activities. Staff support children well when they start. They carefully 
consider each child's needs. For instance, they discuss with parents and the school, 
children's individual likes and dislikes. This helps children settle quickly. Children 
are very welcoming and readily greet visitors and talk about their experiences at 
the club. Staff have made every effort to ensure that children have a wide range of 
experiences following the changes they have put in place due to the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic restrictions. Children have adapted to the changes which 
have impacted the club. For example, older children are reminded that they cannot 
join the younger children to play 'duck, duck, goose' as they are in a different 
bubble. Children demonstrate their resilience as they adapt their games and 
activities following the new procedures. Parents speak with staff about their 
children outside the building, this is due to current restrictions. Staff also 
communicate with parents through email, text and through the parent display 
board. However sometimes the display board is not clearly visible and parents are 
unable to access all information. Children behave well. For instance, they follow 
instructions during snack time and while moving around the school building.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy being physically active. They are encouraged to develop their 
independence skills. For example, children can choose to play inside or outside. 
Staff provide a wide range of resources for children to access following COVID-
19 guidelines and playing within their bubble. They access, hoops, balls, group 
and team games. 

n Staff stay with the same bubble of children every day and know their key 
children well. Staff work together as a team to reflect on their planning and 
activities to ensure they meet children's needs. For instance, following COVID-19 
restrictions they plan when each group will access the different resources. They 
are working closely with the school and parents throughout the pandemic to 
support children's health and well-being.

n Parents comment very positively about their children's experiences at the club. 
They value the wide range of activities and healthy snacks provided. Although 
managers have systems in place to communicate with parents who cannot enter 
the building due to COVID-19, the display board is not easily accessible to 
parents to give them updates. Managers have high expectations of the club and 
strive to make improvements. For example, they gather feedback from parents 
and children using questionnaires. As a result, the manager reviews and updates 
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the resources.
n Managers follow health and safety procedures to help keep children safe. They 

record accidents and incidents which are shared with the parents. The manager 
ensures children's records are kept up to date. However, systems for filing 
accidents and incidents need to be improved.

n Staff promote children's health. They plan and provide healthy snacks, which the 
children clearly enjoy. For example, children discuss the different snacks 
available and what they like to eat at the club. Children learn about the 
importance of staying healthy and drinking water throughout the day through 
staff's gentle reminders. For example, staff support younger children to 
confidently fill up their water bottles from the jug.

n Managers support staff through ongoing team meetings and regular supervision. 
For instance, they hold meetings using 'zoom'. Staff comment that they are well 
supported. They have opportunities to continue their professional development 
through a wide range of online courses. This helps to keep their skills and 
knowledge up to date. 

n Staff create opportunities for children to be more responsible. For instance, they 
encourage children to move independently between the inside and outside 
space. Children focus on walking calmly to help keep themselves and others 
safe. As a result, children behave well.  

n Children become engrossed in their play. They enjoy a wide range of activities 
during their indoor play, such as trips to the library, technological resources, and 
drawing.  As a result, children develop their concentration skills.

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
effectively. They have developed good partnerships with other professionals to 
provide ongoing support for individual children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good understanding regarding their safeguarding 
knowledge and know what they should do if they have a concern about children's 
welfare. They work closely with other professional bodies, such as, the school, to 
ensure that vulnerable children remain safe. Managers follow safer recruitment 
procedures effectively. Staff are suitably qualified to work with children. Managers 
ensure staff have a current Disclosure and Barring Service check. Staff attend 
training such as safeguarding and attend one-to-one and team meetings. This 
helps to ensure that staff keep their knowledge current. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY556386

Local authority Lewisham 

Inspection number 10174604

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 10

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 45

Name of registered person Little Gremlins After School Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906208

Telephone number 07930977413

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Gremlins After Of School Club was registered in 2018. They are in the London 
Borough of Lewisham. The club employs six members of staff, four of whom hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 2 and 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday 
during school term time and some school holidays. Sessions are from 7.30am until 
9am and 3pm until 6pm. During school holidays the sessions are from 8am until 
6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Colman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to staff and observed their interactions with children. She 
assessed the impact that the range of activities has on children's play 
experiences.

n There was a joint observation carried out by the inspector and manager during 
outdoor games.

n The inspector reviewed a sample of written documentation, including 
safeguarding policies and procedures and staff qualifications.

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection, and took account of their 

views. 
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of all areas used by 

the children. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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