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Inspection date: 9 June 2021
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children show that they feel comfortable at nursery. They confidently express their
opinions and independently choose toys they most want to play with. Children are
excited to engage in realistic role play. They showed this when they spontaneously
organised chairs and pretended to be teachers. Children encouraged friends to sit
on the floor and listen to stories. They confidently asked questions about the books
'teachers' pretended to read. Staff help children to perfect skills across the
curriculum. On the day of the inspection older children worked with hard clay. Staff
encouraged children to use scissors and cutters to shape the edges of the material.
Children showed good levels of concentration as they diligently manipulated and
flattened the clay. Children considered the needs of others as they happily shared
resources with friends who were sitting nearby. Staff recognise the need to
continue to develop challenging activities for older children, particularly in the
outdoor play area. Babies are eager to experiment from an early age. This was
apparent when they engaged in water play and immersed their hands in bubbles.
They expressed delight as they smoothed liquid across their skin and laughed as
they stepped into bowls of water in the warm weather.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff provide good support for children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities. They establish strong links with other agencies to support children in
their learning. Staff seek professional guidance about how to improve children's
communication skills and their good personal development. They use consistent
routines to help children know what to expect next. Children are confident and
demonstrate that they feel secure in their daily routines.

W Staff at the nursery build secure partnerships with many parents. For instance,
they share observations of children's play. However, staff do not work as
effectively with all parents of children, including those from disadvantaged
backgrounds, to share information about children's learning. This means that
some parents are not fully engaged with the education process.

B The manager pays good attention to staff well-being. She regularly hosts
meetings with individual members of her team. They discuss a range of issues,
including training, ideas to raise standards and any concerns about children's
development. Staff state that regular professional conversations help them feel
more confident in their job role.

m Staff assess children's knowledge across the curriculum on a regular basis.
Following the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, staff recognised that some
children experienced less social contact and were anxious about change. Staff
continue to provide consistent emotional support to help reduce children's
anxiety and to help them settle back into nursery well. Staff keep a close eye on
any gaps in children's learning and development so that they are able to address
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B Senior staff are good role models for less experienced colleagues. They are well
qualified and quick to provide advice on how to develop the quality of teaching.
Staff identified that some children prefer to play in the garden. They are building
on the range of challenging activities they offer older children in the garden
area.

B Across the nursery, staff use consistent methods to support children's positive
behaviour. Throughout the day, staff gently remind children to work together.
Children cooperate well with friends and happily follow instructions. For
example, children carefully tidied away toys before getting ready for lunch.

W Staff introduce plenty of chances for babies and toddlers to practise saying new
words. For instance, they encouraged babies to stroke the pages of soft books
as they pointed to and named familiar objects. Toddlers carefully negotiated
steps on climbing equipment and talked about what they could see across the
garden.

B Staff encourage children to engage in musical activities. For instance, they gave
children instruments to play with, as others used their imagination and modified
toys as instruments. Some children practised making loud animal noises to
accompany the music, others joined in as they sang along in loud voices.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are fully aware that they have a responsibility to protect children in their care.
They complete frequent learning to develop their knowledge of safeguarding, such
as learning how to implement the whistleblowing policy. They are confident to
report any concerns about the behaviour of colleagues, to keep children safe. The
manager, who is also the designated safeguarding lead, regularly monitors accident
and incident records completed by staff. She looks for any patterns that indicate a
child is at risk of harm. The manager reports any concerns about a child's welfare
to the safeguarding partnership.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen partnerships with parents of children, including those from
disadvantaged backgrounds, in order to share all information about learning and
to fully engage them in the education process

B enhance opportunities for challenging play, particularly for older children who
prefer to learn outdoors.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY557747

Hampshire

10175144

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

Oto4

48
55
Community Childcare Centres

RP911257

07809440773
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Growing Places @ Merryfields, registered in 2018 and is located in Fareham,
Hampshire. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, between 7.30am and 6pm,
throughout the year. The provision provides early years education funding for two-,
three- and four-year-old children. There are nine members of staff. The manager
holds a level 5 qualification and the deputy manager a level 6 qualification. Four
other members of staff hold early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Bruce
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

W The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together at the start
of the inspection. The manager talked about the curriculum staff plan for
children.

B The inspector arranged a leadership meeting. She met with the management
team to discuss the running of the nursery.

B Parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views about the nursery.

B The inspector and the manager jointly observed an activity and discussed how
staff support children's learning.

B The inspector met with staff. They spoke about the progress different children
are making in their learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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