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Inspection date: 11 June 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this busy, friendly club where wonderful 
relationships exist between children and staff. Children say they feel safe, love 
everything and especially enjoy being able to choose what they want to do. For 
instance, children chose to delay snack to play a lively outdoor game. Children are 
very supportive and appreciative of each other's efforts. For example, older 
children kindly slow down as they run away from 'Mr Crocodile' so they can be 
caught by younger children who shriek with glee. Younger children happily share 
ideas with older children and are confident to join in whole group games. Children 
develop an impressive understanding of how to keep safe. They follow instructions 
and remind others of club rules such as not running on the tarmac without shoes 
as the floor can get very hot in the sun. Children's behaviour is impeccable. 
Leaders and staff are exceptional role models who truly value and acknowledge 
each child. All children display high levels of self-esteem and confidence.

The club has remained open for the majority of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic. Leaders are determined to give children the same high-quality care and 
use a meticulous programme for professional development. This continually helps 
evaluate staff practice so new initiatives and training can be quickly given to help 
staff continue to meet all children's needs. Staff are adept at adapting games and 
activities for social distancing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnership working between staff, parents and the host school is highly 
effective. There is a strong commitment to working cohesively to provide the 
very best care, experiences and opportunities for all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Children are extremely well mannered and respectful. For example, when having 
snack, they say 'please' and 'thank you' without prompt. They listen well to what 
is asked of them and follow instructions with ease. 

n Energetic play is integral to children's time at the club, and they have excellent 
opportunities to be active. For instance, children play table tennis indoors and 
play sports and running games in the extensive outdoor areas. Staff follow 
children's lead and play alongside them enthusiastically. However, occasionally, 
staff miss opportunities for children to enjoy cosy smaller spaces to relax in and 
further support children's communication and friendships.  

n Parents comment on how welcoming the club is to everyone. They state the 
staff are always 'so polite and approachable' and 'are excellent and friendly with 
a can-do attitude'. Children comment that 'the club is always fun with lots to do'. 
Staff are very attentive towards the children and look out for any who look lost 
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or uncertain. They encourage children to converse with each other, problem 
solve and manage their own play under their excellent guidance.

n Staff support children's physical well-being and understanding of healthy 
lifestyles very well through daily routines, sociable mealtimes and by following 
positive hygiene practices. For example, during the healthy snack staff provide 
when they arrive from school, older children remind younger friends, 'fruit first, 
not too many bagels' and 'drink a little more, it's hot'.

n Children show high levels of independence, for instance they know to apply sun 
cream when they arrive at the club, are very aware of safety boundaries and 
know they must ask if they need to leave the room to go to the toilet.

n Staff ensure the environment is safe and secure. They carry out daily safety 
checks to ensure the club's rooms and equipment that children use are safe and 
fit for purpose. The staff continually assess the risks to children during their 
activities. They recognise the needs and behaviours of each child in their care 
and use their understanding effectively to anticipate and prevent accidents.

n Professional supervision by the inspirational manager means that staff meet all 
children's needs exceptionally well. For example, during the COVID 19 
pandemic, she started to focus, evaluate and reflect on children and staff's 
health and well-being. Staff say they feel part of a strong team and that their 
ideas and opinions are valued. There is a great level of competence among the 
staff team.

n The members of the leadership team are very experienced and highly effective. 
They are open to suggestions on ways to improve the club and work hard to 
keep staff and parents updated. For example, a comprehensive website and new 
electronic updates give parents any urgent messages, the opportunity to learn 
what the children have been doing and what is planned for the future.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager uses robust safer recruitment procedures and reviews these 
processes to check staff's ongoing suitability. She ensures all staff have regular 
safeguarding training and that their knowledge and understanding are always up to 
date. Staff demonstrate excellent knowledge with regards to their roles and 
responsibilities in keeping children safe. For example, they know the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and have a clear understanding about how to report a possible 
concern for a child's welfare. The manager makes sure all staff are kept well 
informed and updated regarding children with allergies and dietary requirements.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY562060

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10194183

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Atlas All-Stars Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901093

Telephone number 0800 772 0743

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Atlas Camps Birdlip registered in 2018. The club is based at Birdlip Primary School, 
Gloucester. It offers care Monday to Friday from 3.15pm to 5.45pm during term 
time. The club also operates a school holiday provision. Senior leaders hold 
qualified teacher status and staff hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Harvey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the manager and a director of the club and has taken that into 
account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector held a meeting with leaders to discuss how they organise the 
provision and looked at relevant digital documents and information. She viewed 
several of the settings policies and procedures on the club website.

n Parents, children, staff and a senior teacher from the host school spoke to the 
inspector during the inspection and she took account of their views. She 
considered comments from digital parent surveys.

n The inspector observed children's interaction with staff and their engagement in 
a range of play activities indoors and outside.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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