
Inspection of Crowhurst Preschool
Crowhurst Youth Club, Crowhurst, Battle, Sussex TN33 9AT

Inspection date: 9 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at pre-school. They arrive with excitement, 
eagerness and anticipation for the day. As parents are currently unable to enter the 
premises, staff make sure they share sufficient information with them. This helps 
keeps parents fully informed about what children are learning and the progress 
they are making. Good attention is paid towards keeping children safe. Staff are 
vigilant in checking for any potential risks and take prompt action to keep the 
premises secure. Partnerships with parents are good. Parents praise the staff highly 
and say how much their children enjoy their sessions at pre-school. Staff plan an 
exciting range of activities based on what they know children enjoy doing. They 
teach children well and have high expectations of every child. Children behave well. 
They form close relationships with their peers. Older children are particularly kind 
and respectful of the younger children. The pre-school manager is a strong leader. 
There have been several changes to staff recently. However, the manager and 
management committee have made sure this has caused minimal disruption to the 
children. New staff have quickly settled into the setting and got to know the 
children and parents well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Teaching is good, overall. Despite some of the staff being relatively new to the 
setting, they know each of the children well and respond quickly to children's 
changing ideas. For example, when children decide to water the flowers and 
vegetables they are growing, staff encourage this. They make observations with 
the children and talk about which plants are growing and compare the lengths of 
the different shoots. However, the staff team is still new. The manager has not 
yet had sufficient time to organise an ongoing programme of professional 
development to further improve the quality of teaching. At present, very 
occasionally, staff do not always organise activities of the highest quality to 
support children's learning. For example, they provide a threading activity for 
children, but do not always make sure children have access to the relevant 
resources to complete this easily. 

n Staff meet children's care and well-being needs well. They are very 'in-tune' with 
children and quickly recognise when a child may need extra help and attention. 
Staff actively encourage children to express their emotions and talk about how 
they are feeling. Children learn to understand that, sometimes, they may feel 
angry or upset and staff teach them effective ways to help them manage this.

n The curriculum offers a rich programme of fun and interesting learning activities. 
All areas of the early years foundation stage are covered, both inside and 
outside. Children explore different ideas and gain information which will support 
their future learning. For example, they understand which foods can be recycled 
and which can be composted. Following a recent topic around boats and 
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beaches, children learnt about the different safety flags used by the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

n Funding is used well to make sure children who need extra help with their 
learning are supported effectively. Extra staff are brought in to give children 
individual help. Staff complete relevant training to make sure they have the skills 
and knowledge to support every child's needs.

n Children are prepared well for starting school. They develop positive attitudes 
towards learning and show interest and curiosity to try new things. Even the 
younger children persevere when tasks are more complex, such as threading 
wool through pasta tubes. They celebrate their achievements proudly by saying, 
'I did it'.

n Leadership is good. The pre-school manager works closely with the management 
committee to make sure all legal requirements are met. Stringent procedures are 
followed to check that all new staff are suitable to work with children. The 
manager regularly reflects on practice. She recognises further improvements can 
be made to ensure teaching is outstanding and has identified a realistic 
programme of ongoing staff training.

n Partnerships with parents, other professionals and the local school are good. 
Pre-school staff liaise closely with all those involved in children's care and 
learning to make sure information is appropriately exchanged when necessary. 
Despite the restrictions imposed by the COVID19 (coronavirus) pandemic last 
year, staff organised a joint project with the Reception teacher and parents. This 
enabled children to take part in activities at both pre-school and home and then 
see their work displayed in the Reception classroom, when they joined the 
school last September. This contributed towards a smooth transition for children 
and enabled them to see their parents and teachers working closely together.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are vigilant in making sure children are always protected from harm. They 
know what action to take if they have any concerns. The manager regularly shares 
information with parents to help them understand how to keep children safe at 
home. For example, by making sure children use social media safely and under 
appropriate adult supervision. Staff help children to learn how to play safely. For 
example, children are allowed to climb a tree in the garden. They know how to 
manage this safely and become increasingly confident in doing this independently 
when they feel ready.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to develop the staff team to ensure teaching is outstanding overall.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY562122

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10194222

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person Crowhurst Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911555

Telephone number 07780649516

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Crowhurst Preschool has been registered in its current premises since 2018. 
However, it has been established in the village for over 45 years. It operates from 
the youth club and opens Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, term time 
only, from 9am to 3pm. Funding is accepted for the provision of free early years 
education for children aged two, three and four years. A team of three staff work 
with the children. Of these, one is qualified to level 3 and one is qualified to level 2. 
An unqualified member of staff is due to start level 3 training.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Caswell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the staff and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the 
setting.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk around the setting 
together. They talked about which activities are planned and how they support 
children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager. They watched 
an activity together and assessed the quality of teaching.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they like doing at pre-school.
n Parents talked to the inspector and spoke about how the pre-school supports 

their child's learning and development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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