
Inspection of Little Wonders Day 
Nursery
16 Coldwell Street, Matlock DE4 4FB

Inspection date: 2 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, settled and safe in this homely nursery. They are confident and 
use their independent skills well. Children move around the nursery and choose 
what they want to play with. This is evident as older children choose to play with 
the 'jumping frog game'. They learn how to press the frog to make it jump, and 
scream with delight as it pops up. They excitedly make frog sounds and jump 
around like a frog, thoroughly enjoying their learning.

Staff have high expectations of children and build on what they already know. They 
provide children with interesting opportunities to develop their curiosity to enhance 
their learning. Toddlers explore paint. They giggle as they swirl and dab the paint 
around the paper with a paintbrush. They use their small-muscle skills well and 
strengthen their hands for early writing, as they make circular marks.

Children behave well and show positive attitudes towards their learning. They 
thoroughly enjoy spending time looking at books and sit together in the cosy book 
area. Older children talk and retell the stories they have heard. They know all 
about a going through a river to find a bear and a monster with long tusks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff work closely together to ensure they provide high levels 
of care for children. Staff are supported by the manager. They attend online 
training opportunities. For example, they have recently taken part in essential 
training such as first aid and safeguarding training, to contribute to keeping 
children safe. Staff have regular meetings and supervision meetings with their 
manager. However, these meetings do not consider how to raise the quality of 
speaking skills in the toddler room.

n The manager has established a curriculum that builds on children's interests, 
curiosity and what they already know and can do. Staff have a secure 
understanding of child development. They plan a wide range of activities which 
follow children's ideas and engage them in play. However, some staff working 
with the older children do not always extend children's learning. This means 
children are not given extra challenge in their learning in order for them to make 
exceptional progress.

n Parents no longer enter into the nursery due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic. Staff have adapted how they communicate with parents, so parents 
know how their children are progressing in their learning. Staff have introduced 
a software programme and send home observations and photographs of what 
children have done. This provides parents with information about their child and 
gives them the opportunity to comment on what the children have done at 
home. This results in an effective two-way partnership to help children's care 
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and learning.
n The manager and staff gather information from parents when children first start 

at the nursery. This helps them to build on children's experiences from home. 
For example, they found that few children were learning about planting and 
growing. Staff therefore taught the children about how plants grow by 
introducing a herb garden. Children take part in activities such as planting the 
herbs and looking after the plants by watering them. This in turn means children 
are learning about living things and what they need to grow. 

n Staff provide opportunities to help develop problem-solving. This is evident as 
older children take part in building towers. Children decide how to make the 
tower balance and place the bricks one by one accurately. They recall what they 
have done and transfer these skills to their outside play. Together, children build 
a train and solve where they are going to have the engine and the seats for the 
passengers.

n The key-person system is effective and ensures children build secure and 
confident bonds with staff and their peers. Staff promote children's behaviour 
effectively. They are good role models and teach children well about taking turns 
and sharing. For example, children wait patiently for their turn to fetch their 
lunch and pour their drinks.

n Children learn the importance of healthy lifestyles and good oral hygiene. They 
learn about the dentist as they role play and pretend to put toothpaste on their 
brushes and clean their teeth. Staff provide freshly cooked, healthy meals that 
are tailored to children's dietary requirements and preferences. Children enjoy 
healthy snacks and learn how to cut fruit safety.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibilities to protect children from 
harm and keep them safe. They have a secure knowledge of the signs of child 
abuse and a broad understanding of wider safeguarding issues. They know what to 
do and who to contact if they have a concern about a child's welfare. The manager 
has robust recruitment and induction procedures. She completes rigorous checks to 
ensure that only those suitable to work with children do so. Staff check their rooms 
to ensure all hazards are removed, to enable children to play in a safe 
environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the supervision of staff, so that staff working with the younger 
children receive coaching which has a consistent focus on improving the way 
they teach speaking skills
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n increase the level of extra challenge in older children's learning to fully support 
their progress to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555865

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10190643

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person KSD Global Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555864

Telephone number 01629826079

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Wonders Day Nursery re-registered in 2018 after being bought by KSD Global 
Limited. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3, and the manager has a 
management qualification. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round, except for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 
7.45am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes

Inspection report: Little Wonders Day Nursery
2 June 2021 5



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since 2020-21 COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector across all areas of 
the nursery. The manager explained how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised.

n The inspector spoke to the staff and children during the inspection and held 
discussions with the manager at appropriate times.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took into account their 
views. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector reviewed documentation, including staff suitability records. 
n The inspector discussed with the manager the nursery development plan for the 

future, staff supervisions and staff's continuous professional development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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