
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of a good school: Grange 
Primary School 
Station Road, Long Eaton, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire NG10 2DU 

 
  
Inspection dates: 25–26 May 2021 
 

Outcome 
 
Grange Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are at the heart of leaders’ decisions. The school’s motto of ‘Living, learning, 
laughing’ is not just part of the school’s uniform. It is what drives staff to make sure that 
pupils achieve well and enjoy their childhoods. Parents and carers value the school’s 
family-centred feel. A typical parental comment was that: 'This is a lovely school with 
great staff, a great community feeling and great inclusion for all. My children love this 
school.’ 
 
Pupils get lots of opportunities to try new things. They enjoy university workshops, 
gymnastics festivals and interactive experiences in the imagination station. Pupils with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) do not miss out. They told me how 
much they enjoy growing vegetables in the garden and running the school’s radio station. 
Pupils enjoy coming to school. They say that, ‘This is the best school.’  
 
Staff work hard to make sure that pupils are polite and respectful. Most pupils behave 
well. Pupils enjoy earning bronze, silver and gold stars for working hard and following the 
school’s rules. Some pupils say they have been bullied. They say that when this happens, 
staff deal with it quickly and it does not happen again. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
The headteacher and deputy headteacher have very quickly become a cohesive team. 
They work with honesty and integrity when checking what works well and what needs to 
get better. They are ambitious for all pupils to achieve their very best.  
 
Leaders make reading a top priority. Children in the early years get off to a good start 
learning to read. They enjoy learning phonics knowledge and practising it during play. 
Phonics lessons are taught well. Teachers work hard to develop pupils' vocabulary. They 
teach words such as 'automatic' and 'lair'. Teachers model effective strategies, such as 
'Fred talk' and 'special friends', to help pupils read words. Pupils who fall behind get good 
support to catch up. Most pupils read books that are well matched to the phonics 
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knowledge they have. However, some teaching assistants do not use effective strategies 
to help pupils read unknown words when listening to them read. 
 
Leaders are determined to develop pupils' love of reading. Teachers read daily stories to 
pupils. Pupils read books in the imagination station. This is a 3D virtual experience where 
pupils can read along with stories such as ‘The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe’. Pupils 
enjoy visiting the school library each week.  
 
Subject leaders have an expert understanding of the curriculum. They know what pupils 
need to learn and when. For example, in science, pupils learn about micro-habitats in 
Year 2, before they study biomes in Year 4. In physical education (PE), pupils in Year 1 
learn how to throw and strike balls. Year 6 pupils use these skills in team sports while 
discussing the best tactics to win a game. There is more work to be done to ensure that 
teachers develop expertise in the foundation subjects. Some teachers do not know the 
key knowledge that they need to revisit so that pupils remember it long term. 
 
Teachers deliver effective lessons. They explain learning well and work hard to correct 
pupils’ errors. Teachers connect ideas across subjects to help pupils understand lesson 
content. For example, Year 5 pupils learn about the human body in science. They link this 
to learning in relationships and sex education about puberty and body changes. Pupils' 
work across the curriculum is of a good quality. In most subjects, pupils achieve well.  
 
Staff in the early years make sure that children develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be well prepared for Year 1. Children have many opportunities to develop 
physically. They enjoy swinging, climbing ropes and balancing on tracks.  
 
The provision for pupils with SEND is a growing strength. The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENCo) is very knowledgeable. Together with teachers, she ensures that the 
curriculum is adapted well to meet pupils’ needs. Pupils with SEND work alongside their 
peers and gain the same knowledge as them. 
 
Leaders and teachers work hard to ensure that pupils behave well and develop character 
and resilience. Pupils take part in the ‘steps to summit’ project. Classes compete against 
each other to earn steps to climb a virtual mountain without giving up.  
 
Governors are committed to the school. They are beginning to hold leaders to account 
effectively in some areas, such as finance. However, there are some occasions when they 
rely too much on what the headteacher tells them. They do not always check well enough 
the impact of leaders’ actions. 
 
Staff are proud to work at the school. They describe themselves as ‘one big team’. Staff 
feel that they have a manageable workload and are well cared for by leaders. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
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Leaders ensure that the safety and welfare of pupils are paramount. They have extensive 
knowledge of vulnerable pupils and their families. They act quickly to protect pupils. They 
make timely referrals for early help and are tenacious in seeking the right support for 
pupils. 
 
Staff are well trained and vigilant. They know the signs that a pupil may be at risk of 
harm. Pupils say they feel safe in school. They spoke highly of the work of the well-being 
leader. She provides effective nurture support to pupils and families in times of crisis.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Some teaching assistants do not use effective strategies to improve pupils’ reading. 

Some pupils do not receive the support they need to decode words fluently. Leaders 
should ensure that staff have the expertise needed to teach pupils to read fluently. 

 In some subjects, teachers do not know which knowledge or concepts are the most 
important and need to be revisited regularly over time. Some pupils do not remember 
these concepts or have a deep enough understanding of them. Leaders should identify 
clearly the most important knowledge and concepts that they want pupils to gain so 
that they are well prepared to continue study into key stage 3. 

 Governors are sometimes overly reliant upon what leaders tell them. This prevents 
them from being able to check well enough the impact of leaders’ actions. Governors 
should assure themselves of what school leaders tell them so that they can hold 
leaders to account more effectively. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under 
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 
inspection. However, if we find some evidence that a good school could now be better 
than good, or that standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 
5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 
inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of 
education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 6–7 July 
2016. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
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You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Grange Primary School 

25–26 May 2021 5 
 

 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 112584 

Local authority Derbyshire 

Inspection number 10195582 

Type of school Primary 
 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 438 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Gordon Thomas 

Headteacher Zoe Buxton 

Website http://www.grangeton.uk 

Date of previous inspection 6 – 7 July 2016, under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since the previous inspection, a new headteacher and deputy headteacher have been 

appointed. 
 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 The inspector met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, SENCo, subject leaders, a 

group of staff, five members of the governing body and a representative of the local 
authority. 

 The inspector examined the quality of education that pupils receive in reading, PE and 
science. He visited lessons, scrutinised pupils’ work, listened to pupils read, and spoke 
with pupils and teachers about their lessons.  

 A wide range of documents was scrutinised, including those relating to safeguarding, 
behaviour and minutes from meetings of the governing body. The inspector considered 
information about pupils’ achievement from published information and information on 
the school’s website. 

http://www.grangeton.uk/
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 The inspector took account of the 71 responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online 
questionnaire. There were no responses to the staff or pupil surveys. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Steve Varnam, lead inspector Her Majesty's Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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