
Inspection of Banana Moon Day 
Nursery Chipping Norton
Evans Way Off Walterbush Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5DQ

Inspection date: 3 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy to be at nursery. They benefit from being cared for by a 
consistent staff team and from seeing familiar faces when they arrive each day. 
This helps children to feel safe and children who are new to the setting, settle 
quickly.

Children behave well. They quickly learn about nursery routines and the simple 
rules that are in place for their safety. Older children confidently talk about these 
rules and are able to self-regulate many aspects of their behaviour. For example, 
children check themselves as they start to run inside because they remember they 
must use their 'walking feet'.

Children show a positive attitude to their learning. They are keen to explore the 
resources on offer. They look forward to particular activities they have enjoyed 
before. For example, children are excited when it is their day to explore the 'muddy 
area' in the garden. Older children enjoy coming together each morning to sing 
songs and greet their friends.

Children benefit from a curriculum which is well planned, overall. The manager has 
clearly identified what she wants children to learn during their time at nursery. She 
communicates this effectively to her team. Overall, staff work together well to 
deliver this curriculum through a range of interesting learning experiences. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is a good leader. She has an ambitious vision for the kind of 
provision she wants to run. She is supported to deliver this by the provider and 
other professionals. Staff feel valued and appreciated. They benefit from regular 
feedback about their performance and time and support to further their 
qualifications.

n Staff are very effective at supporting children's developing language skills. They 
understand how important this is for children's future learning. As children 
progress through the nursery, they develop into very confident talkers and 
communicators. Older children show they have a wide vocabulary and are able 
to answer questions and take account of what others say.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and the staff. They especially appreciate the 
regular feedback on their children's learning and the suggestions for activities 
they can do at home. They found these suggestions very useful when the 
nursery closed due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. Parents felt these 
suggestions really helped their children to continue to learn at home.

n Staff build a broad picture of what they want each child to learn in the long 
term. However, they do not always consider fully how best to break this down 
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into manageable steps. For example, staff provide activities to help children's 
mathematical progress without having a clear idea of the precise mathematical 
knowledge they want children to gain next.

n Children show they remember what they have been taught. For example, older 
children remember lots of facts about mini-beasts after spending several weeks 
learning about them.

n Staff know it is important to children's learning to listen regularly to stories. 
Sometimes, they do not offer these at times that are best suited to an activity 
that requires children to be able to listen and concentrate well. For example, 
sometimes staff read to a large group of very young children at a time when 
children need to be called away one by one to change shoes or get ready for 
meal times.

n Children concentrate well on their self-chosen play. Babies are delighted as they 
splash in water. They bounce their bodies up and down as staff sing to them. 
Toddlers work together to mix water and soil to make mud. They discuss with 
each other what might happen if they add more water or more dry soil. Older 
children focus hard as they carefully draw and build with blocks.

n The provider carefully plans the weekly menus to ensure children benefit from a 
healthy and varied diet. Staff introduce children to different tastes, such as 
herbs and spices. Children look forward to favourite meals, such as vegetable 
lasagne.

n Staff help children gain a wide range of physical skills. They ensure babies have 
plenty of room to crawl and begin to walk. They sensitively help children to grow 
increasingly independent in meeting their own toileting needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff undertake regular training to help them maintain an up to date understanding 
of how to recognise and respond to the signs that a child may be at risk of harm or 
neglect. The manager regularly discusses safeguarding and related child protection 
matters with staff. For example, it is discussed at all staff meetings and 
supervisions. Staff know they must act swiftly and effectively on any concerns they 
may have. They understand the importance of reporting safeguarding concerns 
beyond senior managers if they were ever unhappy with the response to any 
concerns raised. Staff ensure the premises are safe and secure. They supervise 
children closely while encouraging children to take appropriate risks.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve planning to ensure staff have a more precise idea of the knowledge and 
skills they want children to learn next
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n reflect on the best times to deliver different learning experiences, to ensure 
children are not interrupted from activities that require high levels of focus and 
concentration to maximise learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY560111

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10190593

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 116

Name of registered person T&J Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP560110

Telephone number 07880637722

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Banana Moon Day Nursery Chipping Norton registered in 2018. It is located on the 
outskirts of Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. The nursery is open from 7.30am until 
6.30pm on weekdays throughout the year. The provider employs 16 members of 
staff, one of whom holds a relevant qualification at level 6 and nine of whom hold 
relevant qualifications at level 3. The provider is in receipt of funding to provide 
free education to children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of 
the provider.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a learning walk.
n The inspector and the provider completed a joint observation.
n Parents and children shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager, deputy manager and the 

provider and looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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