
Inspection of Old Dairy Farm Nursery
36 Winchester Road, PETERSFIELD, Hampshire GU32 3PB

Inspection date: 27 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play an active part in nursery life. They talk happily about how they care 
for different animals as part of their daily routine. Children are excited to observe 
how living things grow and change. Babies squeal with delight and clap their hands 
together as they listen to songs. They show that they feel safe by reaching out 
their arms towards their key person to indicate when they want to be picked up. 
Older children respectfully listen to adults and follow instructions. Staff provide 
plenty of chances for children to engage in conversation. Toddlers voice their own 
opinions and make decisions. Older children use complex language and share ideas 
to enhance their own experiences. For instance, children designed their own 
tadpoles. They confidently recalled previous learning when they described the life 
cycle of a frog. Children collected creative resources and collaborated well with 
friends, carefully using scissors to cut fabric and tape. Staff throughout the nursery 
organise a stimulating range of activities across the curriculum. However, the 
routine is slightly less well organised in the pre-school area just before lunch and, 
as a result, children experience a delay in their routine.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children display good levels of personal confidence and independence. Toddlers 
cut up their own food and feed themselves, carefully negotiating food towards 
their mouths. They sit and listen carefully for their names when staff call the 
register. They are eager to engage in conversation with their key person. 

n The management team provides plenty of chances for staff to share their 
feelings and experiences. Staff report that the management team cares about 
their well-being. They are easily able to access additional support if they need to 
talk about any challenges they face.

n Parents report that they are happy with the standard of care staff provide for 
their children. Staff frequently share observations about children's learning with 
parents, for example via the online system. They also hold regular conversations 
with parents whenever possible. They fully involve parents in their children's 
education. 

n When a child first starts at nursery, staff collect a range of details about them 
from parents and carers. However, staff do not make full use of this information 
to develop their knowledge about children and to gain the fullest picture of their 
home life.

n The management team precisely targets training to meet the needs of staff, 
taking into account the children they work with. For instance, a member of staff 
who works mostly in the garden learned how to teach more of the curriculum 
outdoors. She shared her new-found knowledge with colleagues to support their 
professional development.

n Children cooperate with friends to take managed risks in a safe way. During the 
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inspection, they carefully arranged obstacles of different heights across the 
grass. They opened their arms to keep their balance as they ran, climbed and 
jumped across different obstacles. 

n The manager checks ratios are well maintained across the nursery. However, at 
times, such as the later part of the morning, staff are not as well deployed. As a 
result, older children wait longer to use resources and there is slight disruption 
before children move indoors.

n Staff provide good support for some younger children who have struggled on 
their return to the nursery, following a long period of time at home. Staff offer 
plenty of emotional support to help children relax into play in the morning. 

n Staff across the nursery praise the good achievements of children. During the 
inspection, staff worked with older children and they revisited a book they had 
designed together. Children talked about parts of the narrative they had created. 
Staff have high expectations for all children in their care. Children develop good 
communication and writing skills. They are well prepared for the next stage in 
their education.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager, who is also the designated safeguarding officer, knows to escalate 
concerns about children's welfare to the safeguarding partnership, to protect 
children's welfare. Staff frequently refresh their knowledge of safeguarding and 
they are aware of their responsibilities to keep children safe. They know if they 
have concerns about the management of the setting or the behaviour of colleagues 
to seek advice from the local authority designated officer. The manager regularly 
reviews details of all accidents and incident reports. She checks whether there are 
any issues she needs to investigate further as part of her role.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor deployment of staff in the pre-school area, particularly before lunch, so 
that the needs of all children are met at all times

n make the best use of information provided by parents and carers when children 
first start, to gain the fullest picture of children's home life.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549719

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10112870

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person MRFR Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP549718

Telephone number 01730233444

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Old Dairy Farm Nursery registered in 2017. It is located in the grounds of a farm 
near to Petersfield in Hampshire. The nursery opens 7.30am until 6.30pm Monday 
to Friday, for most of the year. There are 17 members of staff who work directly 
with children. Of these, two are qualified at a level 6, 11 hold a childcare 
qualification at level 3 and two hold a qualification at level 2. The nursery provides 
funded early years education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Bruce
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the 2020-2021 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of 
the pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their 
evaluation of the provider.

n At the start of the inspection, the manager took a learning walk with inspector 
and they discussed the curriculum across the nursery.

n The inspector and the manager jointly observed an activity. They discussed and 
evaluated the teaching they had seen.

n The inspector, the manager and the provider met for a leadership and 
management discussion. They discussed a wide range of topics, including 
safeguarding.

n The inspector met with different staff. They spoke about the progress children 
are making in their development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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