
Childminder report

Inspection date: 27 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted warmly with a big cuddle from the kind and welcoming 
childminder. They quickly settle into the safe and secure environment. They chatter 
happily and listen with interest to their friends and the childminder as they play. 
The childminder acts as a good role model for children's positive behaviour. They 
learn how to be kind, take turns and play cooperatively together. The childminder 
understands children's verbal and non-verbal communication well. Children express 
their wishes and needs knowing that she will respond quickly and appropriately. 
They grow in confidence throughout their time in the setting.

Children benefit from lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. For 
instance, they delight in showing off their yoga moves, spend time playing in the 
garden or taking walks to the park and shops. Children pour, mix and write recipes 
as they enjoy regular cooking activities. Parents value the support offered to them 
and their children by the childminder. One parent observed, 'We feel incredibly 
lucky to have found her'. They share daily information about the children, which 
the childminder uses well to ensure that all children benefit from continuity in their 
care and learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder regularly reads children's favourite books to them with good 
expression. She supports young children to turn the pages and notice what is in 
the pictures. This helps children to develop a love of books and reading. The 
childminder promotes children's communication and language skills throughout 
their time with her. For instance, she models and repeats words for young 
children to copy. Children show their delight in stories as they wiggle with glee 
and break into singing. The childminder seeks out books that will engage all the 
children. For example, she read a book about getting married for a child when 
their parents got engaged.

n The childminder threads mathematical language naturally through her play with 
the children and uses everyday activities to support children's mathematical 
learning. For example, children practise weighing and measuring ingredients for 
their cooking and compare the size of bricks as they play. The childminder 
teaches children about modern technology, for example when she models how 
to use the computer to look up new recipes. 

n The childminder supports children who are learning English as an additional 
language well. For example, she finds songs and rhymes in the children's 
languages and shares these with all the children. She takes the time to learn key 
words in children's languages and uses this information to support them to learn 
the English equivalents.  

n The childminder works diligently with parents and other professionals to support 
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children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). For instance, 
she invites speech therapists into her setting and follows their guidance. Parents 
report that the childminder's committed attention to their children's SEND 
supports their children's good development. She is determined that all children 
will thrive in her setting.

n The childminder is very ambitious for her setting. She completes regular training 
and uses this to reflect on her practice. The childminder works well with others 
involved in the children's education. She regularly shares information with other 
settings that children attend and uses this information to enhance children's 
experiences and build on their learning.

n The childminder supports children to make decisions about their own needs. For 
example, she encourages children to express when they are hungry and choose 
what they want to eat. However, she misses opportunities to build on young 
children's independence, such as teaching them to wash their own hands. 

n The childminder makes ongoing assessments of what the children know and can 
do. She uses these to plan activities to extend their learning. However, the 
childminder does not always check what children have learned. For instance, 
when teaching young children their colours, the childminder does not check that 
the children have securely learned the colours she has taught. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder updates her safeguarding knowledge through regular training. She 
has a sound understanding of safeguarding and child protection, including who to 
contact should she have concerns. She is clear about the signs and symptoms 
which may indicate a child is at risk of harm and understands wider safeguarding 
concerns, such as the 'Prevent' duty, 'county lines' and female genital mutilation. 
She works with the local school to share information with parents about online 
safety and implements robust online safety measures in her setting. The 
childminder demonstrates a commitment to her responsibility to safeguard 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop her assessment of what children know and can do, in order to more 
effectively plan for children to make progress in all areas of learning

n take every opportunity to help children to develop their self-care and 
independence skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY557141

Local authority Medway

Inspection number 10175091

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2018. She lives in Strood, Kent. She offers care 
Monday to Friday from 7am until 7pm, all year round. The childminder is in receipt 
of funding to provide free early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Terrie Simpson

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the 2020-21 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the childminder and has taken that into account in their 
evaluation of the setting. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together. 
n The inspector observed the childminder engaging with the children. She took 

account of the children's learning and discussed this with the childminder.
n The inspector sampled a range of the childminder's documentation, including her 

paediatric first-aid certificate.
n The inspector tracked the experiences of children.
n Parents' comments were considered through discussions and written 

representations.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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