
Inspection of Abacus Pre School @ 
Stoke Gifford
Stoke Gifford Trust Hall, Poplar Room, North Road, Stoke Gifford, Bristol, 
Gloucestershire BS34 8PE

Inspection date: 24 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff greet children and parents warmly on arrival. This supports children to feel 
safe and secure. Children enter the nursery happily with big smiles on their faces, 
they demonstrate that they thoroughly enjoy their time at the pre-school. Children 
behave well and staff skilfully support children to understand boundaries and to 
develop an awareness and respect for their peers. For instance, staff allow children 
time to try and resolve conflicts and take turns on their own but step in to support 
children if needed. Children demonstrate that they are starting to understand this 
as they take turns independently on an interactive whiteboard.

Children thoroughly enjoy helping to prepare snack and serve their own food at 
snack times. This helps to prepare children well for the next stages of learning and 
their eventual move on to school.

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic parents are not able to go into the 
pre-school at the moment. However, staff make time to ensure parents are kept up 
to date and have used a wide range of communication tools to do this.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's independence skills are nurtured well within the pre-school. Staff 
encourage children to 'have a go' when trying to complete tasks for themselves. 
Children demonstrate their independence skills as they put on their own coats to 
go outside to play, and blow their own noses. 

n Staff support children's communication and language well. For example, they 
use good questioning skills during free play to engage children in conversations. 
Staff support children to learn new words. During a story the manager 
introduces new words and their meaning. For example, ventriloquist, reflection 
and shadow.  

n The manager and staff work hard to support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. They liaise with a range of other professionals to put 
plans in place to support children to reach their full potential. However, during 
small group work to focus on children's individual targets the noise level in the 
room makes it hard for children to hear and concentrate. 

n Staff promote consistent care routines throughout the day. They teach children 
good hygiene practices. For example, children know that washing their hands 
while singing 'happy birthday' gives them enough time to make sure their hands 
are clean.

n The learning environment is inviting and there are lots of exciting resources that 
are easily accessible to children. Staff plan enjoyable activities that children are 
keen to take part in. However, at times group activities are not organised well 
and children lose interest and do not stay engaged in their learning. 
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n The manager is passionate about providing high-quality care and education. She 
has high expectations for what children can achieve in this setting. Staff are 
supported well in their roles by the leadership team through effective 
supervisions. They are encouraged to develop their knowledge and skills through 
regular training. Recent training focused on emotions has led to staff making 
resources to support children to learn and talk about their feelings.

n The staff team have developed close relationships with parents and put in place 
support for children and their families. Parents speak highly of the pre-school. 
They say that staff are very supportive and help them to understand how they 
can extend their children's learning at home.

n The manager evaluates the pre-school well and continually drives improvement. 
For instance, a new outdoor area connected to the pre-school means children 
are able to play outside more freely. Children also enjoy time to develop their 
large motor skills as they run smiling in a larger open space. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff are knowledgeable about child protection issues and have a 
secure understanding of the correct procedure to follow if they have concerns 
about a child. They have a good understanding of wider safeguarding issues. The 
leadership team implements robust recruitment and vetting procedures, to ensure 
staff are suitable to work with children. Staff are vigilant about safety and put in 
place a range of procedures to help keep children safe. For example, staff make 
sure that children wear high-visibility jackets when crossing a car park for outdoor 
play and encourage children to hold on to a 'walking rope'. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to consider the impact of noise levels on children's learning
n review how group activities are planned and organised to ensure all children are 

fully engaged, to extend learning opportunities further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2502726

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10194413

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Learning Through Play Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907777

Telephone number 01454867285

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Abacus Pre School @ Stoke Gifford registered in 2018 and is located in Stoke 
Gifford in Bristol. It operates Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 3.30pm, term time only. 
The pre-school employs five members of staff. Two are qualified to level 3, two are 
unqualified and the manager holds a level 6 qualification. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Sunderland
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and children during 
activities and assessed the impact these have on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed how 
the pre-school deliver their curriculum.

n A joint observation of a planned adult-led activity was completed by the 
inspector and the manager. 

n The inspector read written feedback provided and spoke to a number of parents 
during the inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector sampled documentation, including public liability insurance, 
suitability checks of staff and first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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