
Inspection of Oldbury On Severn Busy 
Bees Playgroup
The Pavilion, Oldbury Playing Fields, Westmarsh Lane, Oldbury on Severn BS35 
1QD

Inspection date: 25 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are excited to attend the playgroup and settle very quickly. The manager 
and staff promptly identified that some children were less settled due to COVID-19. 
This is because they had been at home for long periods with parents and siblings 
who were still at home when they returned to the playgroup. To regain children's 
excitement to attend, staff find out about children's new interests and provide 
activities they enjoy.

The playgroup has a strong ethos of encouraging children to lead in their play. 
Staff skilfully follow children's interests to progress their development. Staff 
encourage children who begin to throw toys inside, to go outside and throw balls. 
This leads to staff placing tyres at different distances and children aim and throw 
the balls in the holes. Children take turns and adjust their aim accordingly.

Children benefit from the setting being in a rural area and have access to nature. 
The staff take advantage of the surroundings and provide children with activities to 
develop their understanding of the world and their physical development. Children 
make 'bug hotels' and learn to be kind to insects. Children display good behaviour 
and play cooperatively alongside their peers. They follow instructions well and 
benefit from the kind manner in which staff speak to them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has an ambition for children to learn through exploration, 
creativity, and imagination. This is evident from the confidence that children 
show while exploring both indoors and outdoors. Staff regularly challenge 
children to think about different ways of doing things. For example, children 
discuss a game where the floor turns to lava and they find ways not to fall in. 
This discussion is extended by staff outdoors where children create obstacle 
courses to stop them from falling into lava.

n Children who need additional support developing their speech and language, 
benefit from staff's varied use of vocabulary and modelling of language. Staff 
quickly identify when there is a delay and pay particular focus to this area to 
progress children's learning.  

n Staff engage children in conversations about what they have been doing and 
what they are going to do next. For example, when doing an activity about 
minibeasts, staff first ask the children what they remember from the last activity. 
They display photographs of previous activities that children participated in, to 
encourage children to remember what they have learned. Staff use this 
information to plan for future learning.

n Children make good progress in all areas of learning. They show good levels of 
confidence and independence. They learn to dress themselves, wash hands, use 
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the toilet and wipe their noses. This prepares them well for the next stage in 
their learning.

n Staff role model kindness and good manners. On occasion, when children display 
unwanted behaviour, staff speak to them patiently and skilfully move them on to 
activities that meet their needs. They support children well in their personal, 
social and emotional development. They have have made this a priority following 
the pandemic due to the lack of peer interactions. 

n Staff know the children and families well. They identify opportunities that 
children may not have at home so they can be provided at the playgroup. For 
example, children who have limited experience in outdoor play develop interests 
of playing in the mud kitchen and getting messy.

n The manager has reflected on the weaknesses identified at the last inspection 
and taken steps to make improvements. For example, staff make good use of 
visual aids to help communicate the next part of the day. They also use a timer 
to support children in finishing an activity before moving on.

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the playgroup. They comment 
positively about how happy their children are and the level of information they 
receive about their child's day.

n The manager provides regular feedback to staff while observing their practice. 
Despite staff having annual appraisals, they do not always get the opportunity 
for regular discussions with the manager to further improve the culture of 
continuous improvement.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The playgroup has an appropriate child protection policy. The manager and staff 
have a good understanding of safeguarding issues. They understand the 
procedures to follow if they have concerns about a child, and the action they would 
take if they had concerns about a colleague's practice. The manager and 
committee follow robust recruitment procedures to ensure new staff are suitable to 
work with children and all staff remain suitable. They carry out daily risk 
assessments, particularly in the rural outdoor area, to ensure potential risks are 
removed and children are kept safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide staff with more opportunities for regular supervision to discuss support, 
coaching and training.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY424824

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10116605

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Oldbury Busy Bee Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522201

Telephone number 01454419062

Date of previous inspection 10 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Oldbury on Severn Busy Bees Playgroup registered in 2011 from its current 
premises. It is situated in the village of Oldbury on Severn, South Gloucestershire. 
Opening times are Monday to Friday from 9am to 3pm, during term times only. The 
playgroup receives funding for early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are four staff working directly with children, all of which have 
appropriate childcare qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Champa Miah
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager and discussed how 
the environment is used.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager to evaluate the 
quality of teaching.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed staff interactions with children and the impact this has 
on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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