Inspection of Little Sprouts
Aylmerton Village Hall, Church Road, Aylmerton, Norfolk NR11 8QE

Inspection date:

13 May 2021

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Requires improvement

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children benefit greatly from the warm and supportive relationships they have with
caring and attentive staff. Younger children are very calm and have familiar and
regular routines. They quickly settle to sleep after lunch, and when they wake, they
are happy to see staff's familiar faces. Children enjoy the comforting moments they
have with staff as they prepare to continue their play. Older children excitedly talk
to staff about their interests. They are confident to give staff instructions and
express their ideas.
Children's excitement for learning is evident throughout the nursery. They are
creative and have their own ideas of what they want to do. For example, children
ask staff to draw around them. Children provide a commentary as they draw facial
features and clothing. Children's confidence is evident in their willingness to engage
in a varied range of learning opportunities. Staff's good knowledge of the children
ensures that the learning targets they set for each child are challenging yet
achievable.
Children listen and respond well to staff's instructions. When it is time for them to
come indoors, children follow the rules and line up at the door. Older children learn
how to keep themselves safe. For example, when balancing on an uneven surface,
they know they must hold on to a handrail.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Leaders have a clear understanding of what is important for the children to
learn, taking account of their experiences at home and in the wider world. They
have a clear focus on ensuring children have strong communication skills and a
secure sense of emotional well-being. Leaders' vision is understood by staff who
support children to develop positive relationships with others. They provide a
wide range of opportunities for children to listen to and use language.
n Children have many opportunities to listen to stories and rhymes. Younger
children independently choose books and take them to staff, who read to them.
Older children engage enthusiastically in familiar stories, finishing off rhyming
sentences and describing what happens next. Staff recognise when younger
children become restless and they sing songs to calm them. Children stop what
they are doing and join in with the words and actions.
n Staff use additional funding to support those children who are at risk of
developmental delay. They use detailed assessments to identify children's
specific learning needs. Staff purchase resources and use these to help children
to improve their attention when listening to stories.
n Parents comment very positively about their children's experiences in the
nursery. They value the information that staff share about their children's
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learning. They admire staff's commitment to ensuring children achieve a good
level of development. Parents comment on their children's good progress since
attending the nursery and the sound contribution the nursery has made to this.
n Staff support children to become independent individuals and to understand
rules and boundaries. Staff have ever increasing expectations of what children
can do. Younger children learn basic self-care skills, including the importance of
good hygiene. Older children put on their shoes and coats in preparation for
going outdoors. Staff support children to become confident, develop good
friendships and play cooperatively with their peers. Children learn skills that help
them to make successful transitions between rooms or on to school.
n Staff understand the importance of promoting children's physical development.
They provide opportunities for children to negotiate different surfaces, balance
and practise rolling objects. However, they do not always pay enough attention
to spaces for younger children to practise their walking skills indoors. Children
tentatively take steps, but they lose confidence when they step on toys or
encounter obstructions and do not continue their practice.
n Leaders support the less experienced staff to pursue professional development
opportunities and obtain childcare qualifications. However, they do not focus
enough on helping staff recognise when to take steps to extend children's
learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff know the signs they must report that may indicate a child is at risk of harm.
They understand the procedures they must follow to report their concerns about
children's welfare, or concerns about adults who work with children. Leaders have
secure systems in place and respond quickly to safeguarding concerns. They keep
appropriate records and contact relevant professionals when required. Leaders are
aware of potential risks outside of the nursery and ensure staff have an up-to-date
knowledge of wider safeguarding issues.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n support the less experienced staff to develop their skills and confidence to
extend children's learning, particularly when children are deeply engaged and
interested in activities
n encourage staff's continuous monitoring of the spaces available for the youngest
children to practise their walking and moving skills freely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY550005

Local authority

Norfolk

Inspection number

10139560

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places

30

Number of children on roll

33

Name of registered person

Garratt, Rebecca Louise

Registered person unique
reference number

RP550004

Telephone number

07775971420

Date of previous inspection

3 January 2020

Information about this early years setting
Little Sprouts registered in 2017 and is in Norfolk. The nursery opens from Monday
to Friday, all year round, from 7.30am to 5.30pm. There are seven childcare staff
employed at the nursery. Of these, four staff hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery provides funded early education for
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Julie Meredith-Jenkins
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic
with the setting and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the
provider.
n The owner and the inspector completed a learning walk together. Senior staff
also contributed to discussions.
n Children spoke to the inspector about their favourite activities at the nursery and
where they enjoyed playing most.
n The deputy manager and the inspector jointly observed and evaluated a planned
activity.
n Parents spoke to the inspector about their children's experiences at the nursery
and the information that staff share with them.
n The owner, the deputy manager and the inspector held a meeting together. The
inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of staff's
suitability.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021
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