
Childminder report

Inspection date: 10 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children's development is not accurately assessed. Activities offered do not 
consistently reflect their individual needs to help children make the progress they 
are capable of. The childminder's expectations for children's learning is not high 
enough. Children's interests are not fully reflected through the curriculum, which 
leads to a lack of challenge. For example, when completing a planned activity 
linked to circles, the child involved easily recognised a circle and other shapes 
without being prompted, showing this was not planned effectively. It did not meet 
their individual learning needs or help them to develop their skills further in this 
area of their development. 

Overall, children are safe in the childminder's care. For example, they are 
consistently supervised in the home and when playing outdoors. Children are given 
time to settle and develop their confidence after spending a large amount of time 
out of the setting, due to Covid-19. Children's ongoing learning and development is 
not consistently shared with others. This hinders the progress children are able to 
make in this setting. Children are well behaved and have good manners. They 
share and take turns and learn to listen to one another. Opportunities to learn 
about the wider world are limited. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder ensures she seeks information from parents regarding what 
their child can do, as well as any interests they have before they start in her 
care. However, she does not enable parents to share children's achievements 
from home, to extend children's learning in the setting. Furthermore, she does 
not work closely with other settings children attend. This means there are fewer 
opportunities to consolidate and build on what children learn elsewhere. 

n The childminder helps children learn how to be safe. For example, she teaches 
children about road safety. When they go on walks in the locality she ensures 
they hold her hand and listen to instructions when crossing the road. The 
childminder has considered risks to children's safety in the home. She has fitted 
a stair gate across the kitchen door to prevent children having unsupervised 
access to this area. However, the childminder has misplaced her fire blanket. 
This means not all fire control equipment is accessible or in working order.  

n Children have access to an assortment of toys and activities to allow them to 
play, learn and develop. They know where toys are stored and are quick to 
initiate their own play as they arrive at the setting. However, the childminder 
does not have a clear enough understanding of what children need to learn next 
or how to plan effectively for their individual needs. As a result, the curriculum 
provided does not offer appropriate challenge or reflect their individual learning.  

n The childminder promotes positive behaviour. For example, she encourages 
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children to share the large bricks they are playing with. The childminder reminds 
children to use good manners. Children are polite and behave well. However, 
children have few opportunities to learn about the wider world they live in or 
their own cultural backgrounds. This limits their awareness of others and their 
own heritage.  

n The childminder has made suitable progress since her last inspection. She has 
developed nappy changing procedures. This limits the risk of cross infection and 
ensures this is a hygienic procedure. The childminder ensures children wash 
their hands regularly to support their good health. Risk assessments have been 
reviewed to ensure risks to children are minimised. The childminder records 
times of arrival and departure for all children. Consequently, she is able to 
demonstrate when children are present or not.    

n The childminder supports children's communication and language skills 
effectively. For example, she repeats words that children say. This helps them to 
hear the correct pronunciation of words. Children copy her when she introduces 
new words, such as 'wobbly' and 'wiggle'. This helps them widen their 
vocabulary. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has completed training that helps her recognise the signs and 
symptoms of possible child abuse. She describes how she would record and report 
any concerns she had about a child's welfare. The childminder understands her 
responsibilities to protect children from extreme views and behaviours. All adults 
living on the premises have the necessary suitability checks completed. The 
childminder has a current paediatric first-aid qualification, which means they can 
respond appropriately if a child has an accident. Children are supervised well and 
learn how to go up and down the stairs safely. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
work more effectively with parents and 
other settings children attend, to ensure 
a two-way flow of information is shared 
regarding the children to help support 
and build on children's learning

07/06/2021
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develop the curriculum to ensure this 
clearly identifies what it is that all 
children need to learn, how this reflects 
their individual needs and offers 
appropriate challenge, to help them 
make at least good progress

07/06/2021

ensure appropriate fire-fighting 
equipment is in place and maintained 
appropriately.

07/06/2021

ensure all appropriate records are 
maintained, such as name, address and 
date of birth of each child looked after 
including the name, home address and 
telephone number of a parent.

07/06/2021

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure children have greater opportunities to learn about the wider world and 
their own heritage, to enable them to develop mutual respect and tolerance for 
others. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY219922

Local authority Leicester

Inspection number 10089287

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 7 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2002 and is located in Leicester. She operates all 
year round from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alexandra Brouder

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider. 

n The inspector completed a tour of the home to assess safety.
n The inspector completed a 'learning walk' of the setting to understand how to 

provision and curriculum is organised.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the childminder's documents. This included 

pertinent policies and evidence of the suitability of all those living or working at 
the setting. 

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder.
n The inspector spoke to the childminder and children during the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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