Lewis Charlton Learning Centre

The Lantern, North Street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 1HU

Inspection dates 7 October 2020

The school meets all of the independent
Overall outcome school standards that were checked during
this inspection

Main inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils
Paragraph 7, 7(a), 7(b)

B The arrangements for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of pupils at the school are
effective.

B The school’s safeguarding policy follows the latest guidance issued by the Secretary of
State. It is published on the school’s website. Staff understand the school’s policy and
systems, and consistently follow the guidance. For example, all staff with whom
inspectors spoke understand their responsibility to report concerns they might have
about an adult’s conduct, and how they should do this.

W Staff are well trained in safeguarding arrangements. Leaders ensure that staff receive
regular updates about national and local safeguarding matters.

B Leaders ensure that staff are kept up to date about safeguarding matters affecting
individual pupils. This means that staff are able to provide support in a timely manner.

B Leaders have carefully considered the potential risks that may affect individual pupils’
safety and well-being. They have ensured that staff are alert to potential concerns. Staff
are quick to report any concerns that they have about pupils’ well-being. Pupils learn
about how to manage safeguarding risks that are pertinent to their individual situations
and needs.

B Leaders take prompt action when they have concerns about pupils’ safety and well-
being. They make sure that pupils get the help they need quickly. Leaders work closely
with external agencies to make sure that pupils get any specialist support that they
need.

B Leaders have introduced a new electronic system for recording safeguarding concerns.
Leaders recognise that ‘the system is only as good as the information you put in it’. They
have trained staff in using the system effectively. Records are detailed.

Paragraph 11

B Leaders have put in place an appropriate health and safety policy. Leaders monitor its
implementation regularly and take action to address any concerns that are raised. The
health and safety policy is appropriately aligned with the school’s risk assessment policy
and procedures.



Ofsted
Paragraph 16, 16(a), 16(b)

W Leaders have put in place a comprehensive risk assessment policy that is understood by
staff.

m All pupils have an individual risk assessment in place. The risk assessments are detailed
and comprehensive. For example, they consider pupils’ individual behaviour, the activities
in which a pupil will participate and the physical environment. Risk assessments are
regularly reviewed and amended accordingly. Staff understand the contents of each risk
assessment and how they should apply it to mitigate potential risks and to support
pupils’ behaviour and needs.

W The standards in this part are met.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

Paragraph 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c)

B Leaders have sought external advice to ensure that they understand the requirements of
the independent school standards, and to check that they are meeting them.

B Following the inspection in May 2019, leaders took prompt action to ensure that all staff
understand and follow the school’s safeguarding policy. Leaders check staff’s
understanding of the policy and monitor its implementation.

B Leaders have introduced new systems to ensure that safeguarding records are detailed
and well maintained. They have provided guidance and training to support staff to use
the systems effectively, and to ensure that records are of high quality.

B Leaders have reviewed their approach to pupils’ risk assessments. They are strategic in
managing risks to pupils. There is now a joined-up approach that is understood by all
staff.

W Leaders prioritise pupils’ safety and well-being. They are keen for pupils to succeed and
to prepare them for their next steps.

B The standards in this part are met.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school meets the requirements of the schedule to the Education (Independent School
Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) and associated
requirements that were checked during this inspection. This included the standards and
requirements that the school was judged to not comply with at the previous inspection. Not
all of the standards and associated requirements were checked during this inspection.

The school now meets the following independent school standards

B 7 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that—

— 7(a) arrangements are made to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils at the
school; and

— 7(b) such arrangements have regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of
State.

B 11 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that relevant health and
safety laws are complied with by the drawing up and effective implementation of a written
health and safety policy.

B 16 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that-

— 16(a) the welfare of pupils at the school is safeguarded and promoted by the drawing
up and effective implementation of a written risk assessment policy; and

— 16(b) appropriate action is taken to reduce risks that are identified.
Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

W 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities at the
school-

— 34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that the
independent school standards are met consistently;

— 34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school
standards are met consistently; and

— 34(1)(c) actively promote the well-being of pupils.
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School details

Unique reference number
DfE registration number

Inspection number

XK

Ofsted

134438
855/6020
10165113

This inspection was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act
2008, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the
school’s suitability for continued registration as an independent school.

Type of school

School status

Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils

Gender of pupils in the sixth form
Number of pupils on the school roll
Of which, number on roll in sixth form
Number of part-time pupils
Proprietor

Chair

Headteacher

Annual fees (day pupils)
Telephone number

Website

Email address

Date of previous standard inspection

Information about this school

Other Independent Special School
Independent school

11 to 19

Mixed

Mixed

36

9

2

Lewis Charlton Ltd

Chris Davies

Malcolm Kerridge
£59,000-£107,850

01530 560775
www.lewischarltonschool.org
natalie.kong@Ilewischarltongroup.org.uk

20-23 May 2019

B Lewis Charlton Learning Centre is an independent day special school located in Ashby-de-
la-Zouch in Leicestershire. It is located across four sites. Three sites are located within the
centre of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. These are Lewis Charlton Village, Space City, and The
Lantern. The sixth-form building, which is called Charlton Chapel, is located in

Donisthorpe village.

Inspection report: Lewis Charlton Learning Centre, 7 October 2020

Page 4 of 7



Oféted

B The school is owned by Lewis Charlton Ltd, which has its head office in Ashby-de-la-
Zouch.

B The school is registered to admit up to 57 pupils in the age range 11 to 19. There are
currently 36 pupils on roll, of whom 9 are in the school’s sixth-form provision.

m All pupils have an education, health and care plan. Pupils’ needs mostly relate to social
and emotional needs.

W Pupils travel to the school from several local authorities.

W The school uses two alternative providers for pupils to receive some of their education
away from the school. These are Chameleon School of Construction, in Swadlincote, and
GAZ autos, in Leicester.

B The school’s last standard inspection took place on 20 to 23 May 2019.
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Information about this inspection

B This inspection was carried out at the request of the registration authority for
independent schools. The purpose of the inspection was to monitor the progress the
school has made in meeting the independent school standards and other requirements
that it was judged to not comply with at its previous inspection.

B The inspection took place with no notice. This was in line with the commission from the
registration authority, the Department for Education (DfE).

B Inspectors held meetings with the executive headteacher and the head of school, and a
selection of the teaching and support staff. The lead inspector met the proprietor via a
video call.

B An inspector visited all four of the school’s sites and spoke with staff based at each.

B There were too few responses to the online parents’ survey, Parent View, for inspectors
to consider.

B Inspectors scrutinised a range of documentation relating to the school’s provision,
including safeguarding records and pupils’ risk assessments.

B An inspector checked the school’s single central register and the school’s system for
recruiting staff.

Inspection team
Deborah Mosley, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

John Lawson Her Majesty’s Inspector

Inspection report: Lewis Charlton Learning Centre, 7 October 2020 Page 6 of 7



Ofsted

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

Parent View
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and
skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments.
It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child
protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or
email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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