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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy in the welcoming, safe and secure environment. They are well
behaved and follow daily routines with confidence. Staff help children understand
what is happening next as they enthusiastically sing songs together, such as 'Let's
tidy up', to signal changes in the day. Children participate in a range of activities
with encouragement from staff and they make individual choices to lead their own
play. For instance, children identify the correct shapes as they create their own
pictures of pigs. Children's language skills are well supported. Staff introduce new
vocabulary throughout activities. For example, when discussing the texture of
different materials, staff model words such as 'silky' and 'rough'. Children engage
well in group activities, such as music-and-movement games. During these
activities, they apply their attention, turn-taking and listening skills. For instance,
children take turns to create their own pattern of movements for their friends to
follow. Children think critically and discuss how they can build their tower of
shapes. Children progress well from their initial level of development. They develop
increasing independence as they manage their self-care. For example, children
wash their hands and collect their own plates during snack time. Children acquire
the skills needed to help prepare them for their move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff help build children's confidence to enable them to manage everyday tasks
for themselves. For example, children put on their waterproof clothing as they
prepare to go outside to play.

m Staff provide children with a broad and balanced curriculum. They provide a
range of interesting activities. Planning is based on themes that captivate
children's curiosity. For instance, the role-play area has been adapted to
'Goldilocks and the Three Bears'. Staff's purposeful interactions with children
help to extend their learning. For example, children discuss the differences
between 'big' and 'small' as they compare the size of bowls. Additionally,
children use other available resources, including clipboards, paper and pencils to
make meaningful marks, such as the letters of their names.

B Although staff gather some useful information from parents at the start about
what their child can already do, this does not yet include wider information
gathering. For example, the outcome of children's two-year progress check,
undertaken by the health visitor, to help them support children even better from
the outset of placement and help them to make the best possible start. That
said, parents say that staff have been proactive in forging good links with them.
Parents receive regular newsletters and are kept up to date with the current
theme and are given ideas to extend children's learning at home.

B Leaders have a clear vision for the pre-school, which the staff team shares. They
provide a stimulating environment inside and outside. Outside, children develop
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their movement and large-muscle skills. Various climbing resources provide new
challenges for children as they grow.

B Leaders and staff are reflective and responsive to the changing needs of children
and families who attend the pre-school. The manager successfully seeks the
views of staff and parents to help identify areas for improvement.

m Children develop good communication and language skills. Staff talk to children
and encourage them to sing a variety of songs. Additionally, they provide
opportunities for children to use different materials to make marks, and help
them to enjoy storybooks. Children excitedly recall events and talk with
confidence in a group.

W Staff are warm and friendly. They support children as they settle in. For
example, unsettled children receive one-to-one support, which means that
children quickly become happy to attend. The strong key-person system
supports children well in their learning and development by focusing on using
children interests. As a result, children engage in activities and are keen to learn.
They confidently select tasks and join in activities with adults and other children.

W Staff attend team meetings where they discuss and share good practice. The
manager works in the room alongside them each day. This enables her to
monitor workload and give some informal feedback on their practice. However,
the monitoring of staff's practice does not yet include individualised feedback on
how staff can raise the quality of their teaching to the highest levels.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The environment is safe, and leaders ensure that appropriate measures are in
place to reduce risk to children. Staff regularly attend safeguarding training and
have good knowledge of safeguarding procedures and the signs and symptoms of
abuse. Staff know how to record and report any concerns they may have about a
child's welfare. The provider follows appropriate recruitment and vetting
procedures to check staff are suitable to work with children. The provider failed to
notify Ofsted of the appointment of a new director. Ofsted accepts that on this
occasion this was an oversight and it does not have an impact on the care of the
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W strengthen the procedures for monitoring staff to include giving staff more
incisive feedback in order to raise the quality and effectiveness of their practice
and teaching to the highest levels

B gather more-detailed information from parents about their child's development
on entry to help shape planning and help children to make even better progress
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from the outset.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY262079

Blackburn with Darwen

10109879

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

3to4

36
50
Kittens Preschool

RP521443

01254 761 101
21 January 2014

Information about this early years setting

Kittens Pre-School registered in 2005. It is run by a committee as a registered
charity and is located in the Earcroft district of Darwen, Lancashire. The pre-school
employs eight members of childcare staff, six of whom hold relevant qualifications
at level 3 or above. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time
only. Sessions are from 8am to 5pm. The pre-school provides funded early
education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Laura Green
Donna Birch
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Inspection activities

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and held discussions
about how the pre-school promotes children's learning.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The manager and the inspector held a meeting.

B The inspector checked relevant documentation, including evidence of the
suitability of all staff working in the pre-school.

B The inspector held discussions with staff and interacted with children at
appropriate times during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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