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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Sixth-form provision Good 

Previous inspection grade Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are proud of their school. They enjoy their lessons and find staff approachable. 
Pupils are kind to one another and respect each other’s differences. As a result, there 
are few incidents of bullying. Pupils feel safe at the school. They are comfortable 
talking to members of staff when there may be a problem. Pupils say that staff work 
hard to resolve any issues they may have. 
 
However, the quality of education that pupils receive is not good enough. 
Consequently, pupils do not learn as well as they should. Too often, sequences of 
learning are not planned well enough in order to ensure that pupils can learn and 
remember more. Teachers do not demand enough of pupils so that they achieve their 
best.  
 
Pupils’ behaviour is good in class and at social times. Pupils work diligently and listen 
carefully to instructions. They respect the school rules and the established routines. 
Consequently, the school is both calm and productive. Staff trust pupils. Pupils show 
respect for and make the most of facilities, including specialist science laboratories, an 
industrial kitchen and a dance studio. Many pupils participate in after-school clubs and 
play for school sports teams.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The headteacher and governors have a clear vision of what they want to achieve for 
the pupils. However, the quality of education that pupils receive is not good enough. 
Senior leaders have not had a tight enough focus on checking how well the curriculum 
is planned and implemented. They have not supported curriculum leaders well enough 
or held them sharply to account. Leaders and governors know that pupils do not 
achieve as well as they should and are working with teaching staff to improve this.  
 
In the past, some pupils have not studied the range of subjects that will help them 
realise the plans they have for their future. In response, leaders have increased the 
number of subjects that pupils may study in key stage 4. As a result, the majority of 
pupils now choose to study a modern language and history or geography. 

 
The curriculum is not delivered well enough in many subjects. Pupils learn more in 
some subjects than others. In some subjects, such as science, teachers’ plans do not 
match pupils’ abilities well enough. Too often, teachers have given insufficient thought 
about how pupils build up their knowledge over time. Furthermore, teachers do not 
always have high expectations of what pupils can achieve. This means that the 
curriculum goals are not challenging enough, particularly for pupils who have achieved 
highly at their primary school. As a result, pupils do not make the progress they should 
and often struggle to remember what they have been taught. Conversely, when 
curriculum plans are carefully thought out, for example in physical education, pupils’ 
needs are met well. 
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Disadvantaged pupils also do not learn as well as they should. Teachers do not give 
enough thought to meeting the needs of this group of pupils in their plans. 
Consequently, in some subjects, these pupils fall behind in their learning.  
 
Senior leaders work with the community to create an inclusive school. ‘The Hub’ 
supports pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). These pupils 
are frequently taught in small groups by specialist teachers. Pupils appreciate having 
quieter spaces to go to during breaktimes and lunchtime. They enjoy attending school 
and most learn well. 
 
Leaders have ensured that a well-thought-out personal, social and health education 
programme is supporting pupils to help them become good citizens. Leaders further 
support the curriculum through assemblies, visiting speakers and school trips. In tutor 
time, pupils enjoy debating key issues, such as climate change and poverty. They also 
appreciate the good careers support offered by the school. 
 
Many pupils stay on to the sixth form. The sixth form supports students well in their 
learning and next steps. Many subjects are taught by teachers who have strong 
subject knowledge and the curriculum is well thought out. These teachers provide 
challenging tasks with opportunities for discussion and debate. As a result, students 
achieve well. Furthermore, students appreciate the supervised study. They feel that 
this and the support of their form tutors makes sure that they stay on track in all 
aspects of their learning. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
The school keeps pupils safe and has a very knowledgeable safeguarding team. They 
train staff well to ensure that safeguarding issues are quickly attended to. Most pupils 
are confident to say when they feel unsafe. Furthermore, safeguarding leaders work 
well with professionals outside the school. As a result, pupils and parents get the 
support they need.  

 
Parents, pupils and staff receive regular safeguarding updates. For example, termly 
bulletins provide useful information on local issues as well as wider safeguarding 
issues, such as extremism. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders do not monitor and evaluate the impact of some of their improvement 

strategies effectively, particularly regarding the curriculum. As a result, leaders 
and governors do not always know quickly enough what strategies work and what 
do not. As a result, improvements to the quality of education have been too slow. 
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Leaders need to ensure that strategies are in place to appropriately monitor and 
evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum to improve the quality of education. 

 The curriculum is not demanding enough for its pupils. Staff’s expectations of 
what pupils can achieve are too low for some pupils, particularly higher attaining 
pupils. Consequently, these pupils do not achieve as well as they should in many 
areas. Leaders need to ensure that appropriate strategies are in place to enable 
pupils to learn more and remember more. 

 Disadvantaged pupils do not achieve well. Staff know who the disadvantaged 
pupils in their classes are. However, they are not clear on what needs to happen 
to effectively support them academically. Consequently, these pupils do not 
achieve as well as they should. Leaders need to ensure that appropriate 
strategies are in place to support disadvantaged pupils to make the progress they 
should. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 138466 

Local authority North Somerset 

Inspection number 10111491 

Type of school Secondary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 11 to 18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in sixth-form 
provision 

Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 974 

Of which, number on roll in the 
sixth form 

120 

Appropriate authority The board of trustees  

Chair of trust Joanna Hopkinson 

Headteacher Dionne Elliott 

Website http://www.nailseaschool.com 

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2019, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school uses three alternative providers: Voyage Learning Campus, The 

Prince’s Trust and Bristol Hospital Education Service. 

 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils is below the national average. 

 The proportion of pupils who require support with SEND is higher than that 
typically found in secondary schools nationally.  

 

 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 

http://www.nailseaschool.com/
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 We met with leaders, teachers, pupils and seven members of the governing body, 
who are also trustees. 

 We spoke by telephone with a leader from one of the alternative provisions used 
by the school. 

 We spoke with those in charge of safeguarding and reviewed safeguarding 
records, processes and procedures. 

 We did deep dives in the following subjects: English, mathematics, physical 
education and science. These included discussions with subject leaders; visits to 
lessons; looking at examples of pupils’ work; discussions with teachers and 
discussions with pupils. 

 We observed pupils’ conduct at breaktime and lunchtime. 

 We took account of the views of the 214 parents who completed the Parent View 
survey. We also considered the views of 52 members of staff who completed 
Ofsted’s online survey. The views of the 88 pupils who completed the pupil survey 
were taken into account. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Deirdre Fitzpatrick, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Sarah Baker Ofsted Inspector 

Julia Chapman Ofsted Inspector 

Jenny Maraspin Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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