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Inspection date: 10 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive extremely happily and confidently. They are greeted by the staff 
individually and quickly settle into play with their friends. Children demonstrate 
they feel very safe and secure in the nursery. They develop strong attachments 
with their key person and the other staff, who have a calm and nurturing approach 
towards the children. It is extremely obvious that the staff thoroughly enjoy being 
with the children. Staff encourage children to become highly independent learners. 
Children enjoy using tools, such as knives. They cut fruit confidently and remember 
that they must be careful as they could cut themselves. They chat happily about 
favourite fruit that they eat at home. Children confidently use a range of words, 
such as 'delicious', when asked to describe what the fruit is like.

Staff have exceptionally high expectations of the children. They use highly effective 
praise and encouragement as the children achieve. Children's behaviour is 
exceptional. They sit very well during activities such as mealtimes and story times. 
Children sit enthralled as they listen to stories. They delight in taking part in the 
story, telling the member of staff what the animals are as she holds up the props 
and draws on the board. Children recognise numbers confidently. For example, 
when the member of staff writes numbers on the board, children quickly say what 
they are. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is highly motivated and inspirational. She is dedicated to providing 
all children with exceptionally high-quality care and education. The manager 
values the staff and ensures their workloads are manageable. The well-
established team of staff continuously reviews practice and looks for ways to 
improve the experiences for children. Staff monitor children's progress regularly, 
which means they are able to address and close any gaps in learning quickly. 
For example, recent monitoring found there was a weakness in children's 
awareness of numbers, so staff devised effective ways to promote number 
awareness further. 

n Staff closely monitor children's progress and follow their interests and next 
steps. They work closely with parents to help build on what the children already 
know and can do to help improve the outcomes for children. Staff provide a rich 
and highly stimulating environment where children thrive.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills exceptionally well. 
They encourage children to learn and understand the meaning of new words. 
For example, during story time, staff ask children, 'Which is the least popular 
and which is the most popular?' to which children respond positively. 

n Children show high levels of confidence and engagement as they play. They 
share and take turns exceptionally well. Children solve problems and work 
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together extremely well. For example, in the outside play area, they put 
guttering together carefully to work out how balls can travel down it successfully 
and as far as possible. 

n Staff support children's independence highly effectively. Children confidently put 
on their coats ready to go outside. They are encouraged by staff to put on their 
own wellington boots, which they do enthusiastically. Some children manage to 
get them on the right feet with little or no help from the staff. 

n Children's health and well-being are supported exceptionally well. They 
understand the need to wash hands before they help to prepare food for snacks, 
after using the toilet and wiping their noses. They talk confidently about what is 
healthy food. Children have regular access to fresh air and exercise. They enjoy 
exploring in the outside area, where they are able to develop their physical skills 
extremely well. 

n Partnerships with parents, carers and other professionals are excellent. Staff 
share daily verbal information with parents about their child's day. Regular 
meetings with parents ensure they are kept informed about their child's progress 
and next steps in learning. This enables parents to support learning even further 
at home. Parents speak very highly of the care provided and the exceptional 
progress their children make at the nursery. Staff regularly share detailed 
information, with other early years settings that children attend, to enable a 
consistent approach in the support of children's learning and development. 
Excellent partnerships with the school mean that children move effortlessly into 
the school environment and the next stage of their learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff are highly experienced and knowledgeable about their 
responsibility to safeguard children. They are extremely confident in the signs and 
indicators that may alert them to any concerns about a child's welfare. The 
manager and staff keep their training of child protection and wider safeguarding 
issues regularly updated to help ensure they are fully aware of any changes in 
safeguarding procedures. Staff are confident in their understanding of what to do if 
they have a concern about the behaviour of another adult. Robust recruitment, 
induction and supervision processes ensure that staff remain suitable to work with 
children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY340957

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10124232

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Stow-On-The-Wold Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904020

Telephone number 01451 870282

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2012

Information about this early years setting

Stow-on-the-Wold Nursery School registered in 2007 and is managed by a 
voluntary committee. It operates from purpose-built premises within the grounds of 
Stow-on-the-Wold Primary School, Gloucestershire. The nursery receives funding 
for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four 
years. It operates during school terms on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9am to 3pm, and Monday and Friday from 9am to midday. A team of five 
members, including the manager, work directly with the children. Of these, four 
members of staff have achieved appropriate childcare qualifications at level 3 and 
4. The manager is a Montessori trained teacher. She holds early years professional 
status and has a degree in early childhood studies. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hilary Tierney
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and manager completed a learning walk of the nursery to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation.
n The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff throughout the 

inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection.
n A number of parents spoke to the inspector and their views were taken into 

account. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence of 

staff suitability and training records, and the nursery's policies and procedures.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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