
Inspection of Nightingale 1 Montessori 
Nursery
St Lukes Church Hall, 194 Ramsden Road, London SW12 8RQ

Inspection date: 5 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at the nursery. They are happy, confident and emotionally 
secure in this welcoming environment. Children develop friendships with each other 
and play cheerfully together. They form positive bonds with the caring staff and 
engage busily in a wide range of stimulating and enjoyable experiences. Staff 
follow the Montessori philosophy of teaching. They plan activities that have a start 
and an end, to help encourage children's sense of achievement in completing 
tasks. Children show very high levels of motivation and concentration. They 
carefully choose and master a wide range of challenging activities. Staff expertly 
join children at these times to extend children's thinking skills further. However, 
very occasionally, some parts of the day are not as well organised as others. 

Children take great pride in their achievements, confidently designing their own 
books as they celebrate World Book Day. They show a strong confidence in their 
own abilities. Children practise skills, such as cutting materials to decorate Elmer 
the elephant and chopping fruit for their snack, to support their fine motor skills. 
Children are exceptionally independent and extremely well behaved. Staff give 
children lots of praise and encouragement during activities, which helps to support 
children's confidence and self-esteem. Staff successfully use observations to help 
them plan a curriculum around what children know and can do, and what they 
intend children to learn next. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from an environment which is organised, well planned and 
allows children to return independently to their favourite activities. This helps 
children build on their knowledge and skills. Children learn to master skills in the 
practical 'life skill' areas of the nursery. Staff competently support child-led play, 
building on what children can do and teaching them new skills. For example, 
staff join children as they match animals to the relevant continent on the map.

n Overall, staff plan well for children's learning. Young children learn the basics of 
mathematics as they find the correct shape to match to the puzzle. Older 
children have opportunities to build on their prior learning. For example, they 
test their knowledge when finding the correct cylinder.  

n Children are extremely motivated to learn. Staff support their early reading skills 
well. For example, children enjoy independent reading and learning about 
different characters in their favourite stories. They take part in story-time 
sessions with parents and grandparents at nursery. Children have opportunities 
during these sessions to explore and learn about other cultures as they hear 
stories from around the world. 

n Staff support children's language development well. Children develop confidence 
in speaking and listening, and are keen to talk to each other and visitors. They 
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engage the inspector in conversations and confidently ask her what she is doing 
and excitedly tell her what they have been doing. 

n Children are extremely independent and are confident when managing their own 
tasks, such as tidying up. They are supported to develop feelings of empathy 
and an understanding of their emotional intelligence. They demonstrate this 
through acts of kindness as they support each other during tasks. Staff have 
extremely high expectations of children's behaviour. Children listen well and 
follow clear instructions from staff. Children are extremely respectful of each 
other and are keen to support those who are new to the setting. 

n The daily routine is mainly planned well and offers children a busy, stimulating 
and exciting day. However, very occasionally, some parts of the day are not as 
well organised as others. This means that some children are unsure of what is 
expected of them and are less focused. 

n The manager works well with her staff to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
nursery. They talk at weekly staff meetings and reflect on their practice to 
identify areas for further improvement. Through regular meetings and 
observations of practice, staff gain the support and knowledge to develop their 
teaching skills. 

n Staff work closely with parents, who comment that recent changes to the 
website and online journals have been positive. Staff provide good home-
learning opportunities for children and parents. They also welcome parents into 
the nursery to share their language, heritage and culture through stories. This 
positive support means that any possible gaps in children's development are 
closing quickly.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures all staff complete regular safeguarding training and keep 
their knowledge updated. Staff also demonstrate a good knowledge of wider 
safeguarding issues, including the 'Prevent' duty legislation. They can provide 
examples of issues that would cause concern about a child's welfare, including 
radicalisation. Staff know the procedures to follow and the professionals to contact 
if they need to make a referral. They are also confident in following procedures in 
the event an allegation is made against themselves or the manager. Staff complete 
daily checks to make sure the environment is safe and to minimise any hazards. 
They support children to manage risks within the environment. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of transition times within the daily routine to fully 
promote children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY473044

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10128537

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Nightingale 1 Montessori Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533333

Telephone number 079598567210

Date of previous inspection 11 September 2014

Information about this early years setting

Nightingale 1 Montessori Nursery re-registered in 2014. It is located in St Luke's 
Church Hall community centre in Clapham South, within the London Borough of 
Wandsworth. The nursery operates during term time from 9am to 3.30pm on 
Monday to Thursday, and from 9am to 12.15pm on Friday. There is currently a 
team of eight staff, all holding relevant early years qualifications. The manager 
holds qualified teacher status. There are six staff who hold level 4 Montessori 
qualifications and one with level 3 childcare qualifications. The nursery is accredited 
by the Montessori Education Accreditation Board. It provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk and discussed how the 
curriculum is organised. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of activities with the manager. 
n Parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views of the nursery.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including staff's suitability 

and qualifications. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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