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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
The childminder develops children's love of reading. She reads a variety of ageappropriate books that capture their interest. Children listen well and focus for long
periods of time. They enjoy turning the pages of the book as the childminder reads
to them. The children are beginning to learn that print carries meaning.
The childminder is dedicated to supporting children to learn about nature and their
local community. She takes them to groups to meet with other children as well as
attending regular swimming sessions to develop valuable life skills. The children are
excited to learn the names of the birds they see at the nature reserve, as well as
helping to feed the chickens in the childminder's garden and collect their eggs.
They have a wealth of experiences to help support them to learn about the world
around them.
Children have formed strong bonds with the nurturing childminder. Their behaviour
is good and appropriate to their age. The childminder has clear rules and
boundaries in place to help children to develop a sense of right and wrong. She
teaches children how to manage risks in the environment to help them to keep
themselves safe. For example, she encourages children to climb trees and see how
high they can comfortably climb. Children are confident and feel safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The childminder has a good understanding of the early years foundation stage
and plans activities to cover all areas of learning. She completes observations of
children and evaluates these to help her to track children's progress. The
childminder knows the importance of supporting all children to make progress in
their learning. She understands how to support children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and those who have English as an additional
language.
n The childminder provides an environment which focuses on supporting older
children to learn. There is a wide range of resources, toys and equipment on
offer. However, the way in which the environment is set out does not effectively
support younger children to make informed choices in their play.
n The childminder continues to review and evaluate her practice well. She works
closely with other practitioners to help her to develop her role and share ideas to
support good practice. She has a secure understanding of how to support older
children to learn and develop the skills they need for their future. However, she
does not have a detailed knowledge of how younger children learn and develop.
As a result, the intent for the curriculum she plans for younger children is quite
ambitious.
n Children are given plenty of opportunities to learn about how to lead a healthy
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lifestyle. For example, children are learning about germs and the importance of
washing their hands at appropriate times, such as after touching the dog and
before meals. Children take part in outdoor play regularly to make sure they get
plenty of fresh air and exercise. For example, they play in the garden and visit
local parks where they can run around and use play equipment to develop their
muscle strength and coordination skills.
n The childminder has established good working relationships with parents.
Parents receive regular communications about activities children have enjoyed
and their achievements. For example, the childminder uses online messaging
and electronic tracking systems to update parents throughout the day. She
works with other settings children attend to help support and provide a
continuity of care and learning.
n Children are independent and enjoy trying things for themselves. For example,
younger children confidently feed themselves and are learning how to drink from
a cup. They are eager to learn self-care skills as they begin to dress themselves.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The childminder has a secure understanding of her role in safeguarding children.
She can clearly describe the signs she needs to be aware of that may indicate a
child is at risk of harm. The childminder receives regular updates from the local
authority to make sure she knows what to do if she has any concerns about a
child's welfare. She completes regular safeguarding training, which includes the
wider aspects of protecting children, such as radicalisation and child exploitation.
The childminder talks to older children about online safety to help ensure they
know how to keep themselves safe. This helps her to maintain children's safety and
welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n review and improve the way in which the environment is set up to ensure it
meets the needs of the younger children
n build on professional development to help raise the standards of teaching for
younger children to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY367078

Local authority

Medway

Inspection number

10071676

Type of provision

Childminder

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Childminder

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 7

Total number of places

6

Number of children on roll

4

Date of previous inspection

2 October 2015

Information about this early years setting
The childminder registered in 2008 and lives in High Halstow, near Rochester,
Kent. The childminder operates her service from Monday to Friday, from 8am to
6pm for most of the year.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Sara Garrity

Inspection activities
n The childminder explained how she organises the environment indoors and
outside, and informed the inspector about the trips and outings she takes the
children on.
n The inspector read letters from parents and older children to gain their views on
the service they receive.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The childminder explained to the inspector how she monitors children's progress
and plans for their individual needs.
n The childminder gave feedback to the inspector on the learning taking place as
the children engaged in a variety of activities.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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