
Inspection of Panda Pre-School
Milldown Road, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7SN

Inspection date: 3 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have great fun at the pre-school. They enjoy learning and show growing 
levels of confidence as they choose how and where they play. Staff know their key 
children extremely well. They plan exciting and stimulating activities to help 
children move on to the next stage in their development. As a result, children make 
good progress. Children follow their interests and use their imagination well. For 
example, they work together cooperatively to build a house with the blocks in the 
construction role-play area. Children count and talk about shapes, then use pens 
and paper to record their designs. Staff interact positively to develop children's 
thinking skills further. Children put on hard hats and high-visibility jackets as they 
work on their building site, and tell others they need to wear 'a safety coat' to help 
build the house. 

Children behave well. They listen and respond positively to adults and are helpful 
towards others. For example, children help each other carry a long tube at tidy-up 
time. Staff have high expectations of children and regularly provide meaningful 
praise and encouragement. This boosts children's confidence and self-esteem. Staff 
value children as individuals and celebrate the unique contribution each child brings 
to the pre-school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are happy and confident, and develop positive relationships with others. 
The key-person system is effective in helping children to settle and feel 
emotionally secure. Staff work closely with parents to find out what children can 
do when they first start. They use this information effectively to plan for the 
children's individual learning. 

n Children's physical health is supported very well. They have lots of opportunities 
to be physically active in the extensive outdoor area. Children show good 
coordination as they climb and balance on the large play equipment. Staff teach 
children to take appropriate risks and challenges as they play, so they learn how 
to keep themselves safe. Children thoroughly enjoy being outdoors. For 
example, they have great fun on the listening walk around the garden. As they 
stop and listen, they tell others, 'I can hear a tractor'. Children giggle with 
excitement as they move their bodies to run, jump and stride around the garden 
with their friends. 

n Children show good levels of independence. They are motivated to learn and 
remain focused on their chosen play activity. For example, children concentrate 
for long periods of time at the craft table to create their bird models from the 
materials. 

n The manager and staff work extremely well with other professionals to plan for 
the children's specific needs. Effective monitoring enables the staff to promptly 
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identify any children who may need additional help. Staff take prompt action, to 
ensure that children get the support they need to help them catch up. 

n Staff work particularly well with parents to share information and maintain a 
consistent approach for children's care and learning. Parents receive regular 
updates on their children's learning and development. Staff share ideas on ways 
parents can extend their children's learning at home, for instance, taking books 
home to read together. Parents make positive comments about the staff, such 
as 'staff always make time for me', and 'well informed about child's 
achievements'.

n Children count confidently in their play. They take part in planned activities to 
help develop their understanding of mathematics. However, some planned 
activities are not adapted to suit children's individual abilities and some children 
lose interest. 

n Children's communication and language skills are supported effectively. Staff 
continually model new words and ask questions to develop children's speech. 
However, on occasions, staff miss chances to extend children's learning fully, to 
help them reach their full potential.

n The manager supports the staff well to develop their knowledge and skills. 
Regular supervisions enable staff to discuss their work and help ensure children 
receive a good learning experience. Staff have strong links with the school and 
help prepare children for their move to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of safeguarding procedures and their 
responsibility to keep children safe. They keep their knowledge updated by 
attending safeguarding training. The provider implements safer recruitment 
procedures to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. Ongoing risk 
assessments and checks by the staff result in the premises being safe and secure. 
Staff take prompt action when they identity any hazards, for instance, when the 
slide separated from the climbing frame. This helps to make sure that children are 
kept safe. Staff closely supervise the busy arrival and departure times to make sure 
that children are unable to leave unsupervised. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of planned activities to suit all children's differing needs, 
to keep them interested and involved

n make greater use of opportunities to extend children's learning, to enable all 
children to reach their full potential. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY435384

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10062642

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Panda Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519779

Telephone number 01258458151

Date of previous inspection 10 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Panda Pre-School registered in 2011. It is a committee-run group, which operates 
from a self-contained building in the grounds of The Blandford School, adjacent to 
Milldown Primary School, in Blandford Forum, Dorset. The pre-school is open from 
9am to 3pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for children aged 
two, three and four years. A team of 19 staff work with the children. Three staff 
members have an early years qualification at level 5, two staff have qualifications 
at level 4, 12 at level 3 and four at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dinah Round
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
pre-school to understand how the early years provision is organised.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the pre-school manager.
n The inspector spoke to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 

the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the pre-school's documentation, including 

staff suitability and training.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and manager.
n The inspector observed the children at play, and their interactions with staff and 

each other. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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