
Inspection of The Crypt Pre-School
St. Mary's Church, Killigrew Street, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 3PR

Inspection date: 11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy exploring the exciting play spaces indoors and outdoors. Older 
children ask for the goals in the outdoor area, so they can practise their football 
skills. Younger children also develop their physical skills, as they confidently climb 
the steps to the slide and jump or hop through hoops they have placed on the 
ground. Children experiment with the stands and pipes, working out that the 
steeper the incline of the pipe, the faster they can make toy cars run down.

Children are friendly towards each other and learn to share well. They take turns in 
contributing ideas for what might happen next in the story. Older children have 
vivid imaginations. They use chalks to draw pictures of themselves riding on 
bicycles or going on a car journey with their families. These are very detailed and 
show a good understanding of what things look like as they include facial features 
on people and the spokes on the bicycle wheels. 

Staff encourage children to make connections to the wider world. They help 
children to identify the birds they see flying in the sky over the outdoor area, using 
books to name them. Staff provide activities for children to grow plants and care 
for the fish in the pond. Children show care and consideration for other living 
things. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated staff provide a warm caring and nurturing environment with well-
planned curriculum that meets children's needs effectively. Staff recognise when 
children need extensions to learning. They focus on children's communication 
and early reading skills. They include teaching on letters and sounds, and signs 
to support children in expressing their views and ideas. 

n Children take part in a variety of activities. Some they choose for themselves 
and some are led by adults, such as story and rhyme time. Sometimes staff do 
not provide children with consistent messages to prepare them for these group 
activities. For example, they do not explain that children need to help put toys 
away then sit down together to listen to the story. As a result, some children 
continue playing and are not ready to listen well at the start of group times.  

n Key persons know children well. They make accurate assessments of what 
children can do and plan effectively for what they need to learn next. They 
quickly notice when children might need extra support, and help to close gaps in 
learning. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, achieve well and enjoy their time at the pre-school. 

n There are strong partnerships with parents. Key persons regularly share 
children's achievements with parents and offer suggestions for how learning can 
be continued at home. Parents have opportunities to be more involved through 
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joining the committee and completing surveys to contribute to changes and 
improvements, including planning the 50-year celebrations for later this year.  

n Staff provide children with opportunities to learn about healthy food choices. For 
example, they talk with children about why vegetables are good for you as they 
help to prepare soup. Staff have not provided the correct tools to enable 
children to cut and prepare the vegetables. They have to help the younger 
children as they become frustrated when they cannot manage this task for 
themselves.  

n The manager supports staff well and makes sure they continue the professional 
development. Recent training on children's communication and health have 
supported changes to teaching, play resources and the environment. Staff have 
reorganised the book corner to provide cosy seating and more varied books. 
Children love sharing stories or looking at favourite creatures, such as dinosaurs. 
Their communication and interactions develop well.

n Staff make sure they share information about children with others to provide 
consistent support for children's learning. Staff prepare children well for the 
move into school. Children get the opportunity to visit to local schools and meet 
teachers. They develop confidence and adapt well to different situations. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff prioritise children's safety and carry out meticulous risk assessments of the 
play spaces before children use them. They talk with children about how to 
manage risks and stay safe, including practising evacuations and lockdown 
procedures in case of emergencies. All staff understand the possible signs and 
symptoms of abuse and the wider signs of safeguarding. They know who to 
contact and when, to protect children's welfare and well-being. The manager has 
thorough recruitment processes and carries out ongoing checks to make sure staff 
are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n prepare children better for changes in the routines and make sure organisation 
at the start of group activities clearly helps children know what is expected of 
them

n make sure children have the correct tools for activities to enable them to achieve 
and develop skills well.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 102806

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10125929

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person The Crypt Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907543

Telephone number 01326 210900

Date of previous inspection 16 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

The Crypt Pre-School registered in 1970 and operates from the playroom in St 
Mary's Church, in Falmouth, Cornwall. The pre-school is open from 8.30am to 
3.30pm Monday to Friday, during term time only. The pre-school has six members 
of staff who work with the children. Of these, one holds an appropriate childcare 
qualification at level 6, two hold level 4, one holds level 3 and two hold level 2. The 
pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early years education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita McKelvey
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Inspection activities

n The manager took the inspector around the setting for a learning walk to explain 
how play spaces are organised and how they deliver the curriculum. 

n The views of parents were sought through discussion on the day and written 
testimonials.

n Discussions were held with the manager, committee, staff and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n Observations were made of the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors, 
including joint observations with the manager and deputy manager. 

n The inspector sample paperwork including policies and procedures, accident 
records and staff records. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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