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Inspection date: 9 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Met



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting, after a short walk from the on-site nursery, happily 
and confidently. Staff give children a warm welcome. All children are keen to start 
playing and learning immediately. They cooperate well with their friends as they 
make independent choices from a wide range of stimulating resources. Children 
share and take turns, supported by gentle reminders from the kind and caring 
staff. Their behaviour is good and they are enthusiastic learners. Staff have high 
expectations of children, overall. However, during group times, children are not as 
fully engaged and are distracted by the significant noise levels in the room. 

Staff ensure that children feel safe, giving them plenty of reassurance, 
encouragement and praise. They make sure that children practise ways to look 
after themselves. A large display celebrates children's ability to be independent, 
including dressing themselves, washing their hands and helping with everyday 
tasks. Staff prioritise children's emotional well-being. For instance, they read stories 
to children about feelings. Staff teach children to breathe in as they pretend to 
smell flowers and breathe out as they 'blow bubbles'. This helps them to relax and 
feel comfortable. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff say that they feel very well supported by the manager, who prioritises their 
well-being. One recent professional development activity was chosen to target 
further improvements to children's good communication and language skills. For 
instance, staff focus carefully on allowing children enough time to think and 
answer questions. They introduce new words, repeating them clearly.  

n The manager and her team are determined to offer high-quality provision and 
an inclusive environment for all children. They reflect on their practice together, 
taking account of parents' and children's views, and make some changes. 

n Partnerships with parents are effective and help to ensure a consistent approach 
to children's care. Parents appreciate the daily meaningful exchanges of 
information with the friendly and approachable staff. They say that their children 
look forward to coming to the setting and talk excitedly about their experiences 
there. Staff are passionate about helping families, for example, when children 
are toilet training.

n The manager and staff work closely with the host school. They take notice of 
what children are focusing on at nursery and plan to complement their 
experiences and achievements. Children are well prepared for the move on to 
school. Teachers visit them and help to support a smooth transition. However, 
relationships with settings elsewhere are not as firmly established.  

n Children enjoy a wealth of stories and rhymes, which help them to develop an 
early interest in literacy. They take home book reviews to complete with their 
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families. Children help to make story sacks about their favourite fairy tales, such 
as 'Goldilocks and the Three Bears'. However, large-group times are not as well 
organised to enable children to concentrate and listen. 

n Staff are consistently positive role models. Children say 'please' and 'thank you' 
spontaneously and help each other with tasks. They form firm friendships. 
Children have opportunities to help raise money for their community and to 
meet different people who visit the site, such as older residents. 

n Children delight in using fun resources, such as tape measures, scissors and gold 
card. They solve problems and test out their ideas as they decide to make, for 
example, belts for staff and themselves. This helps children to explore and 
investigate what they can do. They persevere well. Children use their small 
muscles to skilfully cut the card. They work together to measure the length that 
they need to go around their waists. Children name the shapes that they are 
using to decorate their creations and count and recognise numbers on the tapes. 
Activities like these support children's early mathematical skills effectively.

n Children enjoy outdoor play daily. They benefit from exercise and fresh air and 
develop their physical skills, such as balancing on low beams, climbing the steps 
of a slide and pedalling tricycles. Children follow good hygiene routines and have 
easy access to drinking water. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager uses a variety of methods to ensure that staff are aware of 
safeguarding procedures. For example, she sets up question-and-answer sessions 
to support their understanding of how to identify and report any concerns about 
children's welfare. All staff complete mandatory training at regular intervals and 
benefit from annual updates to their knowledge. The manager ensures that 
children are supervised closely during play and for the short walk from the 
adjoining school. Children learn about road safety and recognise the importance of 
holding onto a long rope to keep together on their journey. Staff carry out regular 
checks to keep the environment indoors and outside safe and secure. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review organisation of group activities to ensure that all children are engaged 
and concentrate well

n strengthen links with other outside providers that children attend to support 
their moves between settings.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY381573

Local authority Gateshead

Inspection number 10143286

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 10

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Quinn, Janice

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513560

Telephone number 07796 557588

Date of previous inspection 22 August 2014

Information about this early years setting

Beehive Out of School Club Long Life Learning Centre registered in 2008. It is 
owned and managed by a private individual and operates from within the Life Long 
Learning Centre in Dunston, Gateshead. The club provides before- and after-school 
care, wrap-around care and holiday care. It is open Monday to Friday, all year 
round, with the exception of bank holidays and two weeks over the Christmas 
period. Sessions run from 7.45am to 9am and from 3.15pm to 6pm. Wrap-around 
sessions run from 9am to 3pm during term time. The holiday club operates during 
school holidays. Sessions are from 7.45am to 6pm. The club employs six members 
of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3 and above. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathryn Clarricoates
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Inspection activities

n The manager explained to the inspector how she and her staff decide what to 
teach children in their care and how they organise their learning.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation together. The 
inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outside and assessed the 
impact of this on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

n The inspector looked at documentation, including evidence of the suitability and 
qualifications of staff.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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