
Inspection of Alne Preschool 
Playgroup
Alne Primary School, Main Street, Alne, YORK YO61 1RT

Inspection date: 25 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are settled, happy and safe at the setting. The key-person system is 
effective, and children form positive bonds with staff. All staff ensure that they 
meet children's individual care needs. The effectiveness of care practices has a 
positive impact on children's confidence and emotional well-being. Staff show 
respect and consideration when asking children whether they are ready to have 
their nappy changed. 

Staff are positive role models and have high expectations for children's learning 
and behaviour. As a result, children's behaviour is good. Children show kindness 
and consideration for each other, for example when offering a chair next to them 
at the snack table. They also talk about who is sitting 'opposite' or 'next to' them. 
Children have designated spaces on the wall to display their artwork. This 
promotes their self-esteem and gives them a sense of belonging. Children have 
positive attitudes to play and learning. They show an interest in the environment 
and resources available. Children have easy access to a varied range of activities 
indoors and outdoors. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children show patience when waiting for their turn at the snack table and when 
waiting to be involved in a pancake making activity. Staff extend children's 
thinking skills when discussing where different ingredients come from. Children 
make comparisons between different food items, such as oranges and lemons. 
They also have opportunities to build on what they already know. They talk 
about the recent snow and what happens to snow when it melts. 

n Children demonstrate confidence, independence and respect for the 
environment and resources. They are fully involved in tidying-up routines. 
Children persist and show resilience when dressing themselves for outdoor play, 
repeatedly attempting to fasten coat zips until they succeed.

n Children learn about the local community during walks and visits. This helps to 
promote their understanding of the world. They are also involved in activities 
which help them to learn about their uniqueness and differences. For example, 
children learn about different family make-ups, different types of homes and 
different people living in a home. They also learn about what makes them 
unique when discussing the differences in their hair colour, length and style.  

n Children love being outdoors. The good design of the outdoor play area 
promotes children's physical development and their creativity and imagination. 
Children take risks to develop their physical skills, for example when climbing on 
tyres. They show pride in their achievements and ask adults and peers to look 
'how high' they have climbed. However, not all resources in the outdoor play 
area are routinely cleaned.  
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n Some children show an interest in books and read a book together in a small 
group. However, children have fewer opportunities to be involved in story, 
singing and rhyme times to promote language and early literacy skills. Despite 
this, children are generally developing well across all areas of learning. 

n Children use their imagination well when involved in role play indoors and 
outdoors. Some children play cooperatively in small groups and some play 
alongside each other. They use mathematical language often when involved in 
role play, for example when counting food items and talking about 'more', 'less', 
'heavy'. Children also use scales to weigh food. However, there are limited 
resources and opportunities for children to access and learn about technology. 

n Staff work well in partnership with parents. Staff receive relevant information 
from parents, which forms the basis of each child's care and learning. They 
appropriately monitor and assess children's ongoing learning and development. 
However, staff do not always use assessments effectively to plan specific and 
focused next steps for each child. Some staff are more confident than others, 
but overall teaching is generally good. 

n Staff keep parents well informed about their children's development and 
progress on a regular basis. Parents also receive advice and support from staff 
with ideas and resources for extending their children's learning and development 
at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a sound knowledge and understanding of how to keep children 
safe. They are able to identify the signs of possible abuse and neglect and are 
aware of the procedure to follow. Staff work well together as a team and ensure a 
safe and secure indoor and outdoor environment for children. They have a positive 
attitude towards continuous professional development and have completed 
additional training since the previous inspection. There are effective staff 
recruitment, induction and supervision procedures in place, and staff state they feel 
well supported.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n use assessments of children's learning effectively, to plan specific and focused 
next steps for each child

n provide more opportunities for children to listen and respond to stories, songs 
and rhymes 

n provide more resources and opportunities for children to access and learn about 
technology 

n ensure that all resources are maintained to a good level of cleanliness.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY460779

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10131625

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Alne Pre-School Playgroup

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903496

Telephone number 01347830011

Date of previous inspection 7 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Alne Preschool Playgroup registered in 2013. The setting employs five members of 
childcare staff. All staff have appropriate childcare qualifications, including four who 
hold qualifications at level 3 or above and one with early years professional status. 
The setting opens Monday to Friday all year round. Opening times are from 8am 
until 6pm. The pre-school playgroup provides funded early education for three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine McDonnell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with children and staff throughout the inspection.
n A joint observation of an activity was undertaken with the pre-school manager.
n A meeting was undertaken with the pre-school manager. The inspector looked at 

relevant documentation, including the setting's policies, children's learning 
information and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting.

n The inspector spoke with parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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