
Inspection of Daisychain Nursery
at 1 Clifton Park, BRISTOL BS8 3BS

Inspection date: 6 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive and are warmly welcomed into the nursery by their enthusiastic key 
persons. Even children who are new to the setting recognise their key person and 
settle rapidly, ready for the adventures of the new day. Staff recognise that the 
outdoor play spaces of this inner-city group are precious to the children and have 
equipped them brilliantly to stimulate, motivate and engage all children. Toddlers 
and pre-school children play cooperatively in their outdoor area. They eagerly 
explore the 'Hansel and Gretel' styled playhouse. They use their imagination 
superbly to act out favourite scenes from films and books dressed as their favourite 
superheroes. Other children show excellent climbing skills as they negotiate the 
metal climbing frame or go up the wooden steps to the slide. Babies love 
investigating the sand, mud and ride-on tricycles in their dedicated outdoor area. 
While indoors, they investigate baskets full of enticing objects. They explore safely, 
watched by attentive staff who encourage their concentration and extend their 
learning effectively.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have exciting experiences that help them learn about the wider world. 
They regularly visit nearby beaches and forests. Children become highly curious 
and inquisitive learners. They relish investigating how the plants, animals and 
insects live and survive in the different environments. Staff challenge them to 
manage appropriate risks, such as climbing trees or over and around rock pools. 
Children develop superb care and consideration for living things, treating them 
with respect. 

n All children make exceptional progress. Staff know children thoroughly and 
obtain detailed information from parents about what children already know and 
can do. This helps them plan effectively for what they need to learn next. Staff 
make precise and accurate assessments of children's abilities, recognising rapidly 
when they may need extra support. Key persons work extremely closely with 
managers, parents and other professionals to ensure children get timely support, 
to make sure any gaps in learning close quickly.

n Children of all ages show excellent levels of concentration and motivation. For 
example, babies are thoroughly engaged in experimenting with the sounds they 
can make as they bang wooden spoons on different metal pots and pans. They 
giggle and show delight as they achieve their task, receiving praise from staff. 
Toddlers listen attentively and copy signs correctly as they join in with signing 
and singing songs. Pre-school children contribute superb ideas for a joint story 
about a lion, spider and policeman. They wait patiently for their turn and are 
highly creative in their imaginings explaining that the spider is huge which is 
why it can eat the lion. 

n Managers support staff brilliantly. They focus on developing staff's skills and 
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support their mental health and well-being exceptionally well. Staff are confident 
to voice their opinions and implement training highly effectively to benefit 
children and improve outcomes. Staff work together as a team with a shared 
vision, dedicated to supporting children to make the best possible progress. 

n Managers and staff have worked hard to build highly effective partnerships with 
parents and carers. Staff use a variety of ways to communicate with parents, 
including verbal daily feedback, online photographs and videos, meetings and 
regularly sharing children's next steps in learning. This helps to ensure parents 
are fully included and able to support their children's learning at home. Parents 
have also had the opportunity to visit the beach with the children and are going 
to the forest soon. Parents say this has provided them with an excellent 
understanding of what children are capable of doing and how they are learning. 

n Staff support children's understanding of others' feelings and how to respect 
others, fantastically. They invite parents in to share stories and rhymes in home 
languages, read books with children about different families and talk with them 
about what makes them unique. Children show amazing care and consideration 
for others, as staff are excellent role models. For example, children remind 
others to use their words to ask for toys they want and help each other to put 
on dressing-up clothes. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete regular safeguarding training and understand their roles and 
responsibilities in keeping children safe extremely well. All staff have a secure 
knowledge and understanding of the safeguarding policies and procedures. They 
know exactly what to do when or if they need to refer concerns about the welfare 
of a child. Through recent changes to staffing, the manager demonstrates 
thorough recruitment, induction and monitoring procedures. These include regular 
checks of all staff's suitability to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY400953

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10125862

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 160

Number of children on roll 109

Name of registered person Daisychain Bristol Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529320

Telephone number 01179706808

Date of previous inspection 16 April 2014

Information about this early years setting

Daisychain Nursery registered in 2010 and operates from a large converted house 
in Clifton, Bristol. The nursery offers care from 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday, all 
year round, except bank holidays. It employs 17 staff who work directly with 
children. Of these, 10 hold appropriate childcare qualifications at level 3, one holds 
level 6, two hold level 5, one holds level 4, and one holds qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita McKelvey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk around the nursery to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff indoors and 
outdoors throughout the inspection.

n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, deputy, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 

inspection and from written testimonies sent in to the provider.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including complaints 

records, accidents and children's records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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