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Hollyfield School and Sixth Form Centre 
Surbiton Hill Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 4TU 

 
  
Inspection dates: 10–11 March 2020 
 

Outcome 
 
The Hollyfield School and Sixth Form Centre continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
School leaders are keen to ensure all pupils achieve their best. Pupils respond well to 
leaders’ high expectations. There is a distinct sense of community in the school.  
 
Many pupils take part in the popular clubs and visits the school provides. Pupils, parents 
and carers told us they value the amazing range of opportunities available. Sixth-form 
students like the debates and other enrichment activities. Clubs include sports and the 
arts. There is an orchestra, rock and jazz bands, drama clubs and choirs. The Chamber 
Choir has been invited to sing in the chapel at Magdalen College, Oxford.  
 
Pupils told us they feel safe in school. If they have any worries, they are confident they 
can talk to their teachers who will put great effort into making things right. Staff tackle 
occasional poor behaviour, including bullying, promptly, using the school’s behaviour 
policy. 
 
Leaders are working hard to create a positive climate for learning across the school. There 
is a calm atmosphere in most lessons. Pupils enjoy and take pride in their work. Sixth-
form students organise their studies well.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have well-organised plans for how subjects are taught in the school. There are 
clear links between lessons, enabling pupils to reinforce and develop their knowledge and 
understanding. Teachers are confident in their subjects and can explain more difficult 
ideas clearly so that pupils rapidly grasp demanding concepts. Classrooms are attractive, 
with informative displays to support pupils’ learning. 
 
Teachers use assessment well to check pupils’ understanding and identify where pupils need 
further support and encouragement. Pupils told us they like the routines in lessons when they 
let their teachers know if they are struggling so they receive extra help. We saw several 
examples of pupils improving their work as a result of their teachers’ advice. 
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Leaders take swift and effective action when they identify a setback. Results in English declined 
two years ago. Leadership development and changes to how English is taught have turned this 
around. Teachers ensure that pupils have more opportunities to recall what they have learned 
previously. The trust has supported leaders effectively by developing subject leadership. For 
example, science is better planned to meet the needs of pupils and to help all pupils to learn 
and remember more.  
 
The school has developed its curriculum far beyond regular lessons. Pupils grow in confidence 
and learn to work together well as a result. The school is focusing hard on ensuring that 
disadvantaged pupils can successfully access the curriculum as well as clubs and visits. Leaders 
make sure they do not miss out on the wide-ranging opportunities available to all pupils to 
grow their interests and talents.  
 
The specially resourced provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) provides effective support for pupils with autism spectrum disorder. Staff support pupils 
well in the base and in mainstream lessons. However, planning for pupils with SEND is not 
consistent across the school. There is some variation in how well pupils’ needs are met in 
the classroom. Support is less effective when staff have not received the right training and 
guidance 
 
Leaders ensure that pupils and students are well prepared for the next steps in their education 
and employment. In the lower school, pupils revisit and revise key knowledge to prepare them 
well for GCSE. Up until Year 9, pupils study the broad range of subjects included in the national 
curriculum, as well as drama. A higher-than-average proportion of pupils study the English 
Baccalaureate combination of subjects in the upper school. In the sixth form, leaders have 
planned a transition programme to help students adapt to the demands of advanced study. 
Students value the support they receive in the sixth form, especially with applications for 
university. Students achieve well, and they go on to study at a range of universities, including 
those in the Russell group. 
 
Pupils have positive attitudes to their studies. We saw that they collaborate well, listen to 
each other and their teachers, and are responsive to their teachers’ expectations. 
Behaviour around the school and in the playground is generally orderly. Serious incidents 
of poor behaviour, including bullying, are rare. Leaders are taking appropriate actions to 
support pupils who have difficulty managing their behaviour. However, exclusion rates 
remain high. 
 
Leaders are considerate of staff’s well-being. Teachers appreciate their workload is 
carefully managed. The governing body provides strong support for the school. Governors 
are knowledgeable and understand the strengths and weaknesses of the school well.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders and teachers are vigilant in their checks and measures to keep pupils safe. They 
ensure that pupils are aware of risks to their safety and that they learn how to avoid 
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them. They have a caring approach to pupils causing concern and take prompt action to 
protect them. There is a thorough training programme for staff which keeps them up to 
date with their knowledge of issues pupils might face. The school works well with external 
agencies to ensure that pupils get specialist help if needed. Leaders regularly 
communicate with alternative providers to check on the attendance and well-being of 
pupils educated there. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 One of the school’s priorities is to further improve behaviour. Exclusion figures are too 

high. Leaders should continue to focus relentlessly on improving behaviour through 
their current plans so that there is a reduction in exclusions and even better behaviour 
in school. 

 Leaders work hard to support pupils with SEND in accessing the curriculum. However, 
there is inconsistency in the quality of that support. Leaders should ensure that 
teaching and support staff receive the training and guidance they need so that the 
strong practice evident in the resource base extends across the school.  

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded 
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that 
the school could now be better than good, then the next inspection will be a section 5 
inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. 
If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, 
we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 27 April 
2016. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 137678 

Local authority Kingston upon Thames 

Inspection number 10121561 

Type of school Secondary comprehensive 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 11 to 18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in sixth-form 
provision 

Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 1060 

Of which, number on roll in the sixth 
form 

187 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Frank Kitson 

Headteacher Thomas Maltby 

Website www.hollyfield.kingston.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 7–8 November 2018, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 There is a specially resourced provision for pupils with SEND, catering for pupils with autism 

spectrum disorder attached to the school. The provision can cater for twenty pupils. 

 The school also sends pupils to the following alternative provision: Malden Oaks PRU and 
Anstee Bridge. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We did deep dives in these subjects: English, mathematics, modern foreign languages, 

and music, as part of the inspection. We met with the subject leaders and visited lessons 
in these and other subjects. We also held meetings with teachers and with pupils and 
looked at pupils’ work. We talked to pupils and staff around the school. 

 We also held meetings with the headteacher, executive headteacher, leaders, governors 
and the chair of Every Child Every Day Trust. 

http://www.hollyfield.kingston.sch.uk/
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 We spoke with pupils and staff about their safety, checked the school’s recruitment 
records, checked safeguarding records, interviewed the designated safeguarding lead 
and telephoned the alternative provisions to ensure that the school was monitoring 
pupils who attend there. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

James Whiting, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Nigel Clemens Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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