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Outcome 
 
Ark Greenwich Free School continues to be a good school. 
 
There is enough evidence of improved performance to suggest that the school could be 
judged outstanding if we were to carry out a section 5 inspection now. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils at this school exemplify the school’s values of ambition, growth, fellowship and 
scholarship (AGFS). Leaders have high expectations for all pupils to achieve well 
academically. Equally important is the focus on pupils’ personal development. This is to 
enable them to ‘stand shoulder to shoulder’ with anyone they meet. 
 
Staff constantly encourage pupils to believe that they will be successful. Pupils are proud 
of the achievements of those who have gone before them at the school, but they want to 
do even better themselves.  
 
Pupils are polite, courteous and friendly. They get on with each other. They behave well in 
school and in the local community. Pupils feel safe in school. They told us that bullying is 
rare and that, if it does happen, it is dealt with quickly.  
 
All pupils have access to plenty of enrichment opportunities. Pupils in Years 7 to 9 have 
these timetabled into their school day. This is so that everyone benefits from them. Pupils 
in all year groups enjoy regular ‘drop down days’ that allow them to participate in 
experiences outside of the regular curriculum. A range of after-school sports activities, 
music and drama clubs is also on offer. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
All pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and 
those who are disadvantaged, have equal access to the full range of subjects and 
opportunities that are on offer. All achieve well. 
 
Leaders have identified the key knowledge and skills that pupils need in each subject. 
They have designed programmes so that this learning is systematically built over time. For 
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example, in Year 7 English, pupils learn how to structure and organise written 
information. In Year 8, they learn how to form an argument using persuasive language 
techniques. 
  
Lessons are planned to allow pupils to apply what they already know and extend their 
learning. For example, in physical education (PE), from Year 7, pupils develop their 
knowledge of human anatomy. They then use this in practical lessons throughout their 
time at school to understand how physical activity affects their bodies and improves their 
sports performance. 
  
Teachers are skilled at identifying and correcting pupils’ misconceptions, and the reasons 
behind them. Pupils get specific guidance to help them overcome these difficulties. They 
are given regular opportunities to practise their skills and apply their knowledge. This 
enables them to demonstrate how they know more and can do more over time.  
 
Leaders across the school have prioritised reading. Pupils who have fallen behind are 
identified and supported to catch up quickly. Daily reading sessions also help pupils to 
improve their skills. They read demanding texts in all subjects to enhance their 
understanding of topics. Public speaking is also highly valued. Pupils have opportunities to 
practice these skills in all areas of the curriculum. They are confident and articulate 
speakers. Pupils carefully consider the contributions made by their peers. They show 
respect for views that differ from their own. 
  
Recently there have been significant changes in the music department. Religious studies 
was introduced as a separate subject this academic year. The new leaders in these 
subjects know where the gaps are in pupils’ knowledge. These are being addressed 
through new programmes of study. Pupils are tackling increasingly demanding work in 
both music and religious studies. 
  
Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and during social times is consistently positive. They 
understand the high expectations that leaders have of them. They know what the 
consequences will be if these expectations are not met. Staff are also consistent in their 
approach to behaviour management. 
  
Leaders make sure that all pupils have regular opportunities to enrich their life 
experiences. This includes visits to museums, galleries, places of worship and universities. 
Pupils take part in residential trips to other countries, and as part of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award scheme.  
 
Teachers understand that they must also meet the high standards expected of them. They 
welcome the time they get to plan together. They say it helps them to manage their 
workload. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
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Staff receive training so that they can respond appropriately when pupils are at risk. 
Leaders work with external agencies to ensure pupils quickly get the right support when it 
is needed. Record-keeping, including pre-employment checks, is thorough.  
 
Pupils follow a programme that teaches them how to keep physically and emotionally 
safe. It covers a wide range of potential risks and includes sessions on gang activity, knife 
crime and online safety. Pupils also learn about consent and the dangers of pornography 
and sexting as part of the relationships and sex education programme. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In music and in religious studies, new leaders have identified gaps in pupils’ knowledge 

and have planned out what pupils need to learn. School leaders should continue to 
monitor the impact of these changes to ensure that pupils do as well in these subjects 
as they do in other areas of the curriculum. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give 
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the 
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the predecessor school, Greenwich 
Free School, to be good in May 2016. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 138245 

Local authority Greenwich 

Inspection number 10121558 

Type of school Secondary comprehensive 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 11 to 18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 551 

Of which, number on roll in the sixth 
form 

0 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Paul Marshall 

Headteacher Rhys Spiers 

Website www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org 

Date of previous inspection 17–18 May 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school joined the Ark Schools multi-academy trust in September 2018.  

 The school does not operate a sixth form. 

 No pupils were placed in alternative provision at the time of this inspection. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We met with the headteacher and other senior leaders. We also met with 

representatives from the local governing body and the trustees. 

 We did deep dives in these subjects: English, mathematics and PE. This involved 
meeting with leaders, teachers and pupils. We visited lessons in these subjects and 
looked at pupils’ work.  

 We spoke with staff and pupils, formally and informally. 

 We reviewed safeguarding documentation, including records of recruitment of staff and 
staff training logs. There was also a review of safeguarding referrals made to the 
relevant bodies. 

file://///FP1HQ/userdata$/rpatience1/Desktop/May%207/May%207/Ark%20Greenwich%20Free%20School/138245%20Ark%20Greenwich%20Free%20School%2010121558%20proofread%20track%20changes/www.arkgreenwichfreeschool.org
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 We considered responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View. We also took into 
account the views of the staff who completed the survey for staff. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Katerina Christodoulou, lead inspector Seconded Inspector 

Lisa Strong Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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