Inspection of Stars Day Nurseries Ltd
t/a Little Stars Day Nursery
124-128 Dogsthorpe Road, PETERBOROUGH PE1 3AL

Inspection date:

11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children benefit enormously from this uniquely organised learning environment.
Their individual needs are extremely well met by caring and nurturing staff who are
all passionate about doing the very best for each and every child. There is high
level excitement when staff join in children's play. For example, staff animatedly
take part in a 'bear hunt' and children run to hide as they offer their own
suggestions about what to do next.
Children have extremely close attachments to all staff throughout the nursery. Staff
have a deep knowledge of all children's families, backgrounds and circumstances.
This familiarity gives children such a strong sense of security and belonging, and
high levels of confidence to try new things or to persevere at tasks.
Children make significant progress from their starting points, many of which are
much lower when compared to others of the same age. Parents unanimously
recognise the huge contribution that staff make to this progress. The provision for
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is exemplary. Staff are
swift to identify any needs and work tirelessly to successfully narrow the gap in
attainment between these children and their peers. This gives children a strong
foundation for when they eventually start school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n When children arrive they are keen to be instantly involved in the activities they
can see. This is because staff organise the learning environment inside and out
to be very inviting and led by children's interests. Although children have a base
room, they are free to move in and out of all rooms, with the outdoor area being
the central feature. Children move with great purpose and confidence. They
have so many wonderful activities to choose from and as a result, show very
high levels of well-being and engagement.
n Staff all display such a confident and profound knowledge of each child's care
and learning needs. This informs a highly successful system for observation,
planning and assessment, which involves parents and other professionals as
necessary.
n Children's communication and language development are promoted at every
opportunity. Staff add extra words to extend babies vocabulary. For example,
when a baby says 'duck', the member of staff replies, 'The duck is in the water.'
Older children confidently use mathematical language. For example, when a
member of staff asks children what they can do to help her reach the hook to
display the hanging basket they have just planted, a child laughs and says, 'You
need to get bigger.'
n Children's emotional and personal development is given a high priority. Staff do
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all they can to help children with new challenges in their lives, such as a new
baby in the family. Children are encouraged to express their feelings, for
example, when they want their comforter, and they do so because they know
they will be listened to. Children of all ages have many opportunities to develop
their independence skills.
n Staff use innovative ideas to engage and support all parents. For example, once
a month, parents are invited to come into the nursery to share breakfast with
their children. 'Mr Pickles', the toy lamb, goes home with babies and their
parents so that his adventures can be shared with all.
n The leadership and management of the nursery is inspirational. Staff comment
that it is an 'amazing' place to work. They feel extremely well supported in their
role and report they have grown so much in confidence through the support
they have received and the training opportunities they have been offered. Staff's
well-being is given the utmost priority by the management and directors. Staff
are rightly very proud of the service they offer children and their families.
n Stringent procedures are in place to ensure children's safety. Accidents are
thoroughly monitored to inform ongoing risk assessments. Recruitment and
induction procedures are robust. Children and their families are at the heart of
every decision or improvement made by the management or staff at this
nursery.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff demonstrate a deep knowledge of the arrangements in place to safeguard
children and to protect them from harm or neglect. They fully understand their
responsibility to report any concerns they may have about a child, or a colleague
they may be working with. Managers demonstrate that they can take swift action
and work successfully with other agencies in order to keep children safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY375145

Local authority

Peterborough

Inspection number

10137461

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places

95

Number of children on roll

163

Name of registered person

Stars Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP905087

Telephone number

01733-312612

Date of previous inspection

10 June 2013

Information about this early years setting
Little Stars Day Nursery opened in 2003 and re-registered in 2008. It is part of
Stars Day Nurseries Limited. The nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff.
Of these, 16 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above,
including two who hold qualifications at level 6. The nursery opens 8am until 6pm
from Monday to Friday all year round. An after-school and holiday club operates
each day between 3pm and 6pm and between 8am and 6pm during school
holidays. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and fouryear-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Anna Davies
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Inspection activities
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and deputy manager.
She looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took
account of their views. Written feedback was also provided by parents.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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