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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Canterbury Nursery School and Centre 
for Children and Families 
Basil Street, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD5 9HL 

 
  
Inspection dates: 3–4 March 2020 
 

Outcome 
 
Canterbury Nursery School and Centre for Children and Families continues to be an 
outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children get off to an exceptional start at this outstanding school. They settle quickly 
because they are well supported by caring staff, who have high expectations of the 
children. 
 
Children love coming to school and taking part in the exciting range of activities on offer. 
They can sell real vegetables in the role-play farm shop, play in the exciting and 
challenging outdoor area or become engrossed in a story while experiencing the gentle 
sensation of a feather. 
 
There is a calm and productive feel to the school. Children follow routines carefully and 
are helped to become independent and confident. They can share, make friends and tidy 
away well. Adults use positive praise, and this helps children to follow the high 
expectations of behaviour. Parents have no concerns about bullying. 
 
The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is a 
strength of the school. These children are included in all aspects of school life. The school 
is an inclusion centre of excellence and its expertise shines through. 
 
Parents have nothing but praise for the school. They feel that their children are supported 
incredibly well. As one parent said, ‘They go above and beyond for every individual child 
and family.’ Parents value the many ways the school supports home learning. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have an ambitious vision for the curriculum and are aiming for children to 
become successful life-long learners. The curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all 
children, including those with SEND. Adults understand how young children learn best, 
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and they plan activities to help them remember important information. For instance, some 
chicks had been hatched several months ago, and the children could still tell me about 
what had happened. They remembered how to handle the chicks carefully. The children 
were learning the names of animals and the sounds they make ready for a visit from a 
farm, so that they could get the most from the experience. 
 
Early reading is effective and helps children to develop a real love of books. There are 
high-quality texts throughout the provision and story times are exciting and stimulating. 
Leaders have identified a set of books for each age group. These have been carefully 
chosen for the reading skills they help children to develop. 
 
Teaching of phonics starts right from the beginning, even with the youngest children. It is 
taught hand-in-hand with developing essential communication and language skills. There 
is a daily lending library at the school. Parents are offered ‘stay and play’ sessions to 
support reading at home. A governor runs the ‘imagination library’, where all children 
receive free books through the post for them to keep at home. 
 
Mathematics is taught in a practical and fun way. Children love recognising numbers and 
counting by clapping their hands, jumping and spinning around. Adults encourage 
children to count the number of steps outside and to say which vegetable is the biggest. 
Leaders have ensured that staff have the correct training, so that this area of learning is 
taught effectively, and children’s knowledge and skills are well developed. 
 
Children have lots of opportunities to learn about the world around them. They have an 
impressive outdoor area. Staff use this area well to teach children how things grow and 
change. Children use the school’s forest area to explore and challenge themselves, as well 
as ‘Canterbury Henge’, where they can climb on large rocks and wooden bridges. The 
children love riding in the school’s mini-bus to visit the city’s museum, library and city hall. 
 
Leaders and governors know their school and community extremely well. Staff plan 
activities for the children to celebrate the diversity in the local community. Everyone is 
welcome to the many events throughout the year, and they are very well attended. 
 
Children behave extremely well. Adults teach children how to cooperate, share and take 
turns.  
 
Leaders work hard to make sure all staff feel part of a team. Staff say that they feel 
valued by the school and that their workloads are managed well. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school and everyone works hard to make 
sure children are kept safe. Staff receive a wide range of training, and this is on-going 
throughout the year. Staff are vigilant and raise concerns quickly. 
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The relevant policies and procedures are in place and checks are done on new members 
of staff. Leaders work closely with external agencies to ensure that children and families 
get the support they need. Children’s attendance is monitored carefully, and unexplained 
absences are followed up quickly. 
 

Background 
 
When we have judged a maintained nursery school to be outstanding, we will then 
normally go into the school about once every four years to confirm that the school 
remains outstanding. This is called a section 8 inspection of a good or non-exempt 
outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. 
However, if we find some evidence that the school could now be better than good or that 
standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will 
convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding on 18–
19 May 2016. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 132815 

Local authority Bradford 

Inspection number 10121890 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 196 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Naveed Mushtaque 

Headteacher Duncan Jacques (executive headteacher) 
Jackie Bracewell (headteacher) 

Website www.canterburycc.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 18–19 May 2016, under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is a larger-than-average sized nursery school.  

 The school has provision for two-year-old children. 

 Children are from a diverse range of backgrounds. A significant number of children 
speak English as an additional language. 

 The school has additionally resourced provision for children with SEND and complex 
medical needs. It provides for children with autism spectrum disorder, speech and 
language difficulties, for those who have a disability and those with cognitive or global 
delay. 

 There are some children at the school who have had their place in the Reception class 
at primary school deferred until the term in which they become five years old. 

 A breakfast club and after-school club are run on-site by the school. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 During the inspection, I held meetings with the executive headteacher, the head of 

school, curriculum leaders and the special educational needs coordinator. 

file:///C:/Users/Helen/AppData/Local/Temp/www.canterburycc.co.uk
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 I met with the chair and three other governors. I also spoke with a representative from 
the local authority. 

 I looked closely at the provision for reading, mathematics and understanding the world. 
This involved discussions with leaders, visits to lessons, looking at children’s work, 
discussions with teachers and discussions with children. 

 I met with school leaders, staff and governors to discuss safeguarding. I reviewed 
records and documentation related to safeguarding, including the single central record 
of pre-employment checks.  

 I took into account the views of parents, through informal discussions, as well as 
through the school’s own questionnaire for parents. There were five responses from 
parents to Ofsted’s online questionnaire.  

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Helen Hussey, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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