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Inspection date: 11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder has very high expectations for children. She makes remarkable use 
of all opportunities to promote children's high levels of independence. For example, 
young children confidently zip up their coats in preparation for outside play. 
Children show an excellent understanding of how to prepare their own food for 
lunch. This is illustrated when they make their own sandwiches. They spread butter 
and add their own choice of fillings with pride. The childminder provides children 
with rich experiences that support and challenge their skills needed for the next 
stage in their learning.

Children are exceptionally settled and confident, and they feel safe in the 
childminder's care. They display high levels of emotional well-being during play. 
The childminder uses consistent praise and encouragement for children's new 
achievements, such as toilet training. Children develop an excellent understanding 
of right and wrong from an early age. The childminder acts as an extremely 
positive role model and implements highly effective behaviour management 
strategies. This is demonstrated when she carefully intervenes to help young 
children learn to take turns. The childminder introduces a wide range of emotions 
and helps children to identify these in others. This helps them to build an excellent 
understanding of each other's feelings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder plans her curriculum exceptionally well towards children's 
interests and developmental needs. Children love to explore nature outdoors and 
the childminder plans exciting activities that help to stimulate children's curiosity 
and imagination. For example, children help the childminder to find natural 
sources to create an imaginative environment for dinosaurs. Children stand 
sticks up in soil to make trees and enjoy hunting the garden to find new 
elements, such as bark, stones and sand.

n Young children have exceptional opportunities to investigate and learn from 
hands-on experiments. The childminder uses her excellent knowledge of what 
children already know to plan exciting experiences that extend their learning 
even further. For instance, young children have been learning about volcanoes, 
and the childminder encourages them to help her to create a home-made sand 
volcano of their own. Children show exceptional self-control of their physical 
skills as they pour water from jugs into small bottles and mix ingredients 
together. They show awe and wonder as the mixture erupts inside their volcano 
and creates an effect like lava. 

n The childminder places a very strong focus on developing children's 
communication and language skills. She constantly introduces new words and 
meanings to help children develop an extensive vocabulary. Children 
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demonstrate an extreme interest in early literacy skills. They confidently draw 
circles and give meaning to their marks. Children retell their favourite stories 
precisely in the same words.

n Children have brilliant, age-appropriate opportunities to learn about people and 
the world around them. This is demonstrated when children share books about 
all kinds of beliefs and begin to identify similarities and differences in people.  

n Parents share highly positive feedback about the childminder. They state that 
their children's development has 'come on leaps and bounds' and that their 
child's 'excellent speech is down to the range of activities and learning that the 
childminder provides'. Parents share aspects of their children's routines, such as 
naps and sleeps at home, that have improved greatly since they joined.

n The childminder is fully aware of the need for continuous professional 
development and self-evaluation to help her maintain her already outstanding 
practice. For example, she watches webinars and completes ongoing training to 
help her update and refresh her excellent knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder persistently refreshes her understanding through regular 
safeguarding training and has a thorough knowledge of how to protect children. 
This helps her to keep her knowledge of wider safeguarding issues updated. The 
childminder knows precisely what to do should she have any concerns about a 
child's welfare. She fully understands how to recognise the signs that a child's 
welfare may be at risk, including from neglect and extremist views. The 
childminder supervises children at all times and ensures that her home and garden 
are secure to help to keep children safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY413115

Local authority Reading

Inspection number 10136636

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 2

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 1 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010. She lives in Whitley, Reading. The childminder 
operates all year round, Monday to Friday between 7am and 6pm. She has a 
childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Harnew

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the childminder had discussions to help the inspector 
understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised. 

n A joint evaluation of an activity was completed with the childminder. 
n The inspector asked the childminder questions throughout the inspection to 

establish her understanding of how to safeguard children and how she assesses 
and plans for children's learning.

n The inspector sampled feedback from parents and took their views into 
consideration. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the children and the 
childminder and considered the impact on children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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