
Inspection of BW Droxford Montessori 
School Limited
Droxford Scout Hut, Park Lane, Droxford, Southampton SO32 3QR

Inspection date: 10 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this welcoming setting. They have exceptionally secure 
attachments with the extremely caring and nurturing practitioners. Older and 
younger children have an incredible ability to sit and concentrate on their tasks. 
They are captivated by the well-thought-out activities provided by practitioners. 

Practitioners encourage children to strengthen their independence skills across the 
curriculum. For example, children access their own paint, mix their own colours and 
then wash up their paint palette. 

The behaviour of children is exemplary. They have high levels of respect for each 
other, staff and their environment. Children remember to return resources to their 
rightful place as soon as they finish with them so that other children can use them. 
They also negotiate skilfully with each other to share resources harmoniously. 
Children show a superb understanding of risk taking and keeping themselves safe. 
While they are out in the garden, they build an obstacle course. They test out 
whether the balancing beams are safe before adeptly balancing along them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Teaching is inspirational. Practitioners skilfully combine Montessori practice with 
the early years foundation stage framework. This creates a curriculum that 
challenges children and ignites their curiosity for learning. 

n Practitioners know their key children exceptionally well. The sessions are well 
planned and tailored to meet their individual needs. Practitioners have a very 
secure knowledge of their children's next steps. They monitor and accurately 
assess their development regularly. Children make excellent progress and are 
well prepared for their next stage of learning. 

n Children are taught about the world around them exceptionally well. They are 
actively involved in their own allotment and take pride in growing their own 
vegetables. Children take part in regular forest school outings. They learn how 
care for the natural world around them and how to use tools, such as palm 
drills, safely.  

n Practitioners skilfully build on children's knowledge. For instance, children enjoy 
looking at the birds on the bird feeder. Practitioners prompt children to think 
about how they have identified birds previously. Children then enthusiastically 
use a reference book to identify the new bird and excitedly tell the practitioners 
'it's a sparrow'. 

n Language is richly embedded. Practitioners routinely introduce new vocabulary. 
They also demonstrate how to use these in sentences to enhance children's 
understanding further. Children frequently use their new vocabulary in play. For 
example, as children draw, they talk about the planets and the differences 
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between them. Children are keen to share their understanding and knowledge of 
letters and sounds. They excitedly bring in things for their 'sound of the week' 
box. For example, children eagerly use a violin, vegetables and a vest to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the 'v' sound. 

n Practitioners foster a love of literacy. Children listen attentively and respond 
eagerly to stories, rhymes and songs. They ask for stories throughout the day. 
They keenly re-enact favourite stories with an extensive range of props. 
Practitioners skilfully use Montessori activities to strengthen children's pre-
writing skills. For example, moving pieces of pasta with spoons to strengthen 
their hand-to-eye coordination. 

n Children have excellent early mathematical skills. They talk about the height of 
the 'space rockets' they have made and make comparisons between the rockets 
and themselves. Children have an exceptionally good mathematical vocabulary. 
They correctly name two- and three-dimensional shapes as they discuss which 
shapes would be better for their space creations. 

n The manager is passionate and ambitious. She is highly effective at supporting 
practitioners' well-being. She regularly meets with individuals to provide an 
opportunity for any concerns to be raised. The manager precisely identifies any 
training or support needs quickly. She is continuously evaluating the provision in 
order to enhance the high-quality provision further. 

n There are superb parent partnerships. Parents comment that they feel that they 
are 'really lucky to be able to come here'. The pre-school staff pride themselves 
on being there for the whole family and not just the child. Parents are fully 
involved in their child's learning. They talk highly of the home learning ideas that 
the team provides through the children's online journals. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Practitioners have an excellent understanding of their role in safeguarding children. 
They have a clear knowledge of the signs and symptoms of abuse. Practitioners 
regularly update their expert knowledge through comprehensive training. This 
further enhances their ability to identify, understand and respond to any signs of 
possible abuse or neglect. Practitioners fully understand the procedures to follow 
when they have a safeguarding concern. This includes knowing who to contact if 
there is a concern about another practitioner. Practitioners understand their 
responsibility to protect children from extreme views and beliefs. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY470932

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10108876

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 8

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person BW Droxford Montessori School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533184

Telephone number 07494275777

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2014

Information about this early years setting

BW Droxford Montessori School Limited registered in 2013 and operates from 
Droxford Scout Hut in the village of Droxford, Hampshire. The nursery receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged three and four 
years. It promotes the Montessori philosophy of teaching and all staff hold 
Montessori diplomas.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis

Inspection activities

n The inspector took part in a learning walk with the manager.
n The manager and the inspector held a leadership and management discussion.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector observed the children as they played both indoors and outdoors. 
n The practitioners took part in discussions with the inspector. 
n The manager and the inspector took part in a joint observation together. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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