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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils told us that they are the ‘Barton Moss family’. They enjoy school and attend 
regularly. Pupils say that they have many friends and there is always someone to 
play with. Pupils feel safe and are happy. They have good relationships with staff. 
The caring ethos and the kindness shown by staff help pupils to feel well supported. 
Pupils new to the school are quickly welcomed into the family. 

Pupils behave sensibly in class and work hard in lessons because expectations are 
high. Teachers make sure that pupils understand the school’s rules. Pupils can 
explain clearly why they are important and the consequences that are in place if 
they are not followed. Bullying is not tolerated in this school. Pupils trust staff to 
deal with any worries quickly.  

Pupils are encouraged to think about how they can make a difference. They enjoy 
raising money and supporting charities. Staff plan opportunities for pupils to reflect 
on what is happening in the world. Pupils spoke with dismay about how plastic was 
affecting the life of animals in the ocean. They told us how they had reduced their 
use of plastic. Pupils enjoy the responsibilities that they have across the school. 
They take on these roles with pride.  
 

 
What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Since the school became part of the Prestolee Trust, many improvements have been 
made to the quality of education. Leaders, governors and staff make sure that the 
school’s vision of ‘We give, and expect, 100% every day from everybody’ is upheld 
by all. As a result, the ethos around the school is one of excitement for the future.  
 
Leaders and governors care and support the staff well. Staff appreciate this. Staff 
told us that they are now happy at work. Parents have noticed this. They were keen 
to tell us the impact that this is having on their children. Parents also said that they 
feel welcome in school.  
 
Leaders have made sure that plans for most different subjects are ambitious and 
interesting. They have thought about what pupils will learn and when they will learn 
it. Pupils are able to build on what they already know and can do. This is particularly 
strong in mathematics. The trust has provided training for teachers so that they 
have strong subject knowledge. This is having a positive impact on pupils’ 
achievement in reading, writing and mathematics, particularly in key stage 2. The 
proportion of pupils who attained the expected standard in reading, writing and 
mathematics by the end of key stage 2 in 2019 remained below the national 
average. However, pupils’ attainment in these subjects in key stage 2 has risen 
steadily and securely over the last three years.  
 
Curriculum plans in some subjects like art, design and technology, history and geography 
do not have enough information about what children have already learned in the early 
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years. This stops some teachers from planning activities that build on what pupils already 
know and can do.  
 
Subject leaders are knowledgeable and keen to raise pupils’ achievement in all 
subjects. They provide support and training to other staff. In most subjects, leaders 
check the quality of the curriculum. As a result, they know how well pupils are 
doing. However, due to recent staff changes, some leaders have not had the 
opportunity to check on the quality of education in their subjects. Plans are in place 
to address this.  
 
Staff use the assessment of pupils’ learning in English, mathematics, science and 
physical education (PE) to plan activities that build on what they already know and 
can do. This is most noticeable for pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Pupils with SEND now know and remember more. However, in 
some other subjects, some pupils with whom we spoke could not always remember 
their learning in detail from previous year groups. Leaders have started to improve 
assessment systems so that teachers can address this.  
 
There has been a high number of pupils who start or leave the school at different 
times during the school year. This has affected pupils’ attainment in reading, which 
was below the national average in key stage 2 in 2019. However, the progress these 
pupils made was similar to their peers nationally. Leaders have made reading a high 
priority. Recent improvements to the reading curriculum make sure that pupils achieve 
to their potential. Pupils learn about different comprehension skills and have many 
opportunities to practise these skills. Teachers read to pupils daily and pupils have 
time to read on their own. Pupils told us that they love reading.  
 
The teaching of phonics is effective. Staff know what pupils need to learn and by 
when. Pupils read books that are well matched to the sounds that they are learning. 
Staff check pupils’ progress well and provide extra support for pupils who need to 
catch up. As a result, the proportion of pupils who meet the expected standard in 
the Year 1 phonics screening check is similar to the national average.  
 
Pupils love coming to school. They value the many activities that they can take part 
in during the day and after school. Pupils have opportunities in different year groups 
to take part in sporting competitions. The entrance hall celebrates the many trophies 
that pupils have achieved. This contributes well towards pupils’ personal development. 
 
Pupils say that staff respect them and see the best in them. As a result, behaviour is 
good and their learning proceeds without interruption in classrooms. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders make sure that keeping children safe is a priority across the school. All staff 
and governors receive thorough training and regular updates on safeguarding. This 
helps them to carry out their roles well. Leaders know their pupils and families well. 
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They keep careful records of any concerns and take the necessary action to keep 
children safe. 
 
Pupils told us that they feel safe. The curriculum provides many opportunities for 
them to learn about how they can keep safe and be healthy.  

 
What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 In some subjects, there is insufficient detail about how the curriculum builds on what 

children have learned in the early years. This prevents some teachers from planning 
activities that take account of what pupils already know and can do. Leaders need to 
make sure that all curriculum plans include this information so that pupils can achieve 
well in these subjects. 

 In some subjects, teachers do not use assessment information as well as they do 
in English, mathematics, physical education (PE) and science in order to inform 
pupils’ future learning. As a result, some pupils have gaps in their learning. 
Leaders need to make sure that assessment is used to check pupils’ learning so that 
they know and remember more in all subjects. 

 Due to recent changes in subject leadership and staffing within the school, some 
leaders do not yet evaluate the quality of the curriculum in their area of responsibility. 
This means that they do not know how well pupils are achieving in these subjects. 
Leaders need to make sure that the plans that they have made are implemented so 
that leaders improve the quality of education in their area of responsibility.  

 The reading curriculum has been recently strengthened. Leaders have made sure 
that teachers develop pupils’ vocabulary and inference skills. This is helping pupils 
to know and remember more. Leaders need to ensure that these recent initiatives 
are embedded so that pupils’ attainment in reading improves further. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 
  

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 144459 

Local authority Salford 

Inspection number 10135016 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 202 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Mr Andrew Gallimore 

Headteacher Mrs Victoria Unsworth 

Website www.bartonmoss.co.uk 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Not previously inspected as an academy. Barton Moss Community Primary 

converted to become an academy school on 1 September 2017. When its 
predecessor school was last inspected by Ofsted, it was judged to be ‘requires 
improvement’ overall.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher and senior leaders. We also spoke with the trust’s 

chief executive officer and five governors, including the chair of the local 
governing body and the chair of the multi-academy trust.  

 We completed deep dives in reading, mathematics, physical education and 
science. This included discussions with subject leaders, teachers and pupils, visits 
to lessons with leaders and scrutiny of pupils’ work. We also looked at a range of 
other subjects on the second day of the inspection. 

 We spoke to many pupils. We observed pupils during the school day, including at 
lunchtimes. We spoke to parents and carers at the beginning of the school day. 
We also considered the 41 responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online 
questionnaire. We considered the 18 responses to the questionnaire for staff.  

http://www.bartonmoss.co.uk/
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 We checked the school’s approach to safeguarding. We met with the designated 
safeguarding lead and the deputy designated safeguarding lead. We also spoke 
with the school’s administrative staff. We scrutinised documentation, such as 
policies and records of recruitment. We spoke to a range of staff about 
safeguarding procedures. 

 We examined a range of documentation, including published information about 
the school’s performance in national assessments, the school’s self-evaluation and 
development plan, information relating to behaviour and attendance and the 
information published on the school’s website. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Julie Barlow, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Stephen Rigby Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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