Inspection of Lytchett Matravers Preschool Ltd
91 Wareham Road, Lytchett Matravers, POOLE, Dorset BH16 6DY

Inspection date:

11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children make very good progress in all areas of their learning. They are keen to
learn new skills and eagerly participate in the wide range of meaningful activities.
The highly skilled staff treat every child as an individual, taking good account of
what interests them. For example, because children show interest in birds, staff
create a feeding station so that can children enjoy observing the different birds.
Children's learning is extended as they investigate and play with wooden eggs
which make a range of sounds. They excitedly compare the sounds they hear with
each other. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make
excellent progress given their starting points, as they are particularly well
supported. Staff work closely with other agencies to make sure children receive the
help and support they need.
Staff are nurturing and have high expectations for children's learning and
behaviour. Children show high levels of respect for each other and older children
are supportive of younger children and include them in their play. They help them
put on their wet-weather clothes when they are going outside, for example.
Children safely use a range of tools, both indoors and outside. For example, they
tend the vegetable patch with shovels and rakes, working harmoniously with each
other to prepare the ground for the seeds. Staff are excellent role models and are
constantly helping children to achieve to the best of their ability.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff use highly effective teaching methods to make sure all children enjoy the
activities. They build exceptional relationships with the children and their
families. Parents are regularly invited to join in with the children, and children
are keen to show their parents what they have been doing. To ensure every
child has the same opportunities staff regularly focus on specific children,
considering closely each child's current learning and what they need to learn
next. They meet with the parents and agree the next steps in the children's
learning. This results in children making very good progress.
n The highly effective management team is led by an inspirational manager. She is
an exceptional role model to staff and children. Regular training opportunities,
tailored to individual staff requirements, are routinely offered. Regular one-toone meetings and staff meetings mean that staff are kept well informed and feel
valued and respected. Staff are fully committed to their own professional
development. They work with leaders to identify where they would benefit from
improving their knowledge and skills. They make excellent use of everything
they learn to improve their practice.
n An effective key-person system means that every child has a special adult who is
there to support them and make sure they are progressing well, and to provide
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support for parents and carers. Parents report that they are really impressed
that all staff know their children exceptionally well.
n Children's communication, language and literacy skills are particularly good. Staff
consistently model language and encourage children to learn new words such as
'crumble', as they mix flour, oil and water when making dough. Children are
encouraged to make up their own stories and act them out while the others
listen carefully. Staff monitor children's language development closely and
provide specific activities to support children with speech and language delay.
Staff also provide packs for parents, to help them support children's language
development at home.
n Staff use the whole environment really well, creating lots of different areas
where children can choose to play. At times, the doors are left open and children
can freely move between the indoor and outdoor environment. Children and
staff enjoy learning together. They laugh and giggle as they explore different
ways to move their bodies down the hill. As children's confidence grows, they
move backwards down the slope, taking care not to bump into each other. Staff
join in at the children's request and support less confident children to have a go.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
There are highly effective methods in place to safeguard children. Everyone
involved in the pre-school, from the trustees through to staff, have a secure
knowledge of safeguarding and fully understand their role and responsibility. Staff
are familiar with what to do in the event of a concern regarding a child's welfare.
Staff implement regular risk assessments, particularly with the forest school
activities in the outdoor environment, to keep children safe. Children learn how to
keep safe around the campfire. Even the youngest children understand they must
walk behind the logs that they sit on so that they do not get burned.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY480808

Local authority

Dorset

Inspection number

10062682

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places

50

Number of children on roll

89

Name of registered person

Lytchett Matravers Pre-school Ltd

Registered person unique
reference number

RP533904

Telephone number

01202 623915

Date of previous inspection

24 March 2016

Information about this early years setting
Lytchett Matravers Pre-school Ltd registered in 2014. It operates from premises in
the grounds of Lytchett Matravers Primary School, near Poole in Dorset. Pre-school
sessions for children aged from two to five years are from 9am to 3.30pm during
school term times. There is a term-time breakfast club open from 7.45am to 9am
and an afternoon out-of-school club from 3.30pm until 6pm. There are 20
members of staff employed to work with the children. One member of staff is an
early years teacher, two members of staff hold qualifications at level 6, two at level
4, 11 at level 3, two at level 2 and two are unqualified.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Lorraine Sparey
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Inspection activities
n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and talked about
how the play spaces are used to meet the children's needs and how the preschool delivers an effective curriculum.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed the
quality of teaching.
n The inspector spoke to parents gain their views.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and discussed how they
evaluate the quality of the pre-school and ensure continuous improvement.
n The inspector reviewed documentation such as children's learning records and
staff files.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at various times throughout the
inspection.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Lytchett Matravers Pre-school Ltd
11 March 2020

5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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