School report

Inspection of a good school: St Michael’s
CofE Primary School, Sunninghill
School Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7AD

Inspection dates:

3–4 March 2020

Outcome
St Michael’s CofE Primary School, Sunninghill continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils study a varied curriculum with a wide range of opportunities that enrich their
learning and promote their personal development. Pupils rise to the challenges of the
curriculum. They persevere with their learning, knowing that it is important to keep going
and not give up. Pupils acquire a wide range of important knowledge and skills.
Pupils say that the school’s values encourage them to be reflective, responsible,
resourceful, rational, resilient and respectful. As one pupil said, these guide them ‘to be
the best people we can be.’ Pupils take great pride in demonstrating these values. They
wear the badge they receive in recognition of this with pride.
Pupils have positive attitudes to their learning. They commit to working hard and they
concentrate carefully on tasks. They discuss their learning with their peers, explaining
their thinking and challenging one another. They take pride in their work and present it
neatly.
At breaktimes and lunchtimes, pupils play together happily with their friends. They are
friendly and respectful towards one another. Pupils say that bullying does not happen in
this school and that pupils are kind to one another. Pupils are safe and well looked after.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?
Leaders have developed a carefully thought out, challenging curriculum in most subjects.
Pupils are taught subject content in a logical order. They are able to use their prior
learning to help them understand new knowledge and skills. However, the curriculum for
geography and history has not yet been mapped out in enough detail. Leaders are very
clear about the geographical and historical enquiry skills that they intend pupils to
develop. However, leaders are less clear about the specific content they expect pupils to
know and understand. Teachers are not clear about what it is they need to teach pupils
next so that they acquire the necessary knowledge. As a result, pupils do not achieve as
well as they could in these subjects.

However, in the majority of subjects, teachers deliver the curriculum well. They are
knowledgeable about these subjects, giving pupils clear explanations. For example, in
mathematics, teachers use practical resources and visual representations to help pupils
develop a secure understanding of number. They teach pupils increasingly complex
concepts in a logical order. As a result, pupils confidently use the methods they have been
taught to perform calculations and solve problems. Pupils take their learning seriously and
they work hard during lessons. They listen carefully to instructions and follow the rules
and routines of the school well.
Leaders make the teaching of reading a priority. They have trained teachers and teaching
partners so that they are skilled at teaching phonics. As a result, children get off to a
strong start learning to read in the early years. They quickly develop a secure grasp of
phonics and this helps them when they are reading unknown words. As pupils move
through the school, they become increasingly fluent in their reading. Teachers ask
questions that deepen pupils’ understanding of the books they have read. Pupils become
confident readers. They develop a love of books and are passionate about reading.
Teachers in the early years have created a happy and exciting place for children to learn.
Staff form very positive relationships with the children. They support children’s learning
well. They teach them important knowledge and skills, providing lots of opportunities for
children to practise these. This forms a strong foundation for their future learning.
Children are very happy in the early years and they get off to a good start with their
learning.
Staff use assessment well to plan effective support for pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities. As a result, these pupils benefit from using a range of helpful
resources and they are supported well during lessons. This helps them to be successful in
their learning.
Pupils’ personal development is promoted through a wide range of opportunities. For
example, each year pupils take part in a whole school concert. They learn and perform a
variety of songs that teach thoughtful messages about friendship and kindness. Pupils
also learn about different cultures when practising for their ‘dance around the world’
performance. Pupils thoroughly enjoy taking part in these events. Pupils also learn to be
good citizens and to play an active role in the local community. They feel it is important to
make a positive difference in people’s lives. Pupils particularly enjoy visiting the local
nursing home to sing songs and chat to the residents.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders make sure that pupils’ safety and welfare remain the number one priority. They
have trained all staff so that they understand their duty to keep pupils safe. Together they
provide a wide range of support for vulnerable pupils and families.
Leaders plan a range of assemblies and workshops about personal safety. This helps
pupils to develop a secure understanding of how to keep themselves safe. For example,
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pupils are knowledgeable about road safety. They also know how to behave safely when
using the internet.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 While leaders have carefully planned a challenging, well-sequenced curriculum in most
subjects, the curriculum is not yet sufficiently coherently planned in geography and
history. Leaders have mapped out the important geographical and historical enquiry
skills they intend pupils to learn. However, the specific content that they intend pupils
to study in these subjects is not clear enough. Leaders need to ensure that this is
addressed so that pupils achieve what they are capable of in these subjects. It is clear
from their work so far that leaders are in the process of bringing this about.

Background
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school
could now be better than good, or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 13–14 July
2016.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

110019

Local authority

Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number

10133198

Type of school

Primary

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

5 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

201

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Mr Phil Watkinson

Headteacher

Mrs Lorna Anderton

Website

www.stmichaelsce.org.uk/

Date of previous inspection

13–14 July 2016, under section 5 of the
Education Act 2005

Information about this school
 St Michael’s Church of England Primary School is located in the diocese of Oxford. Its
last section 48 inspection took place in January 2019.
 There have been no relevant changes since the last inspection.

Information about this inspection
 During the inspection, I met with the headteacher, the assistant headteacher and the
inclusion leader. I held meetings with representatives of the governing body and a
representative from the local authority. I also held a telephone conversation with a
representative from the diocese of Oxford.
 I did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and geography. This included
meeting with the subject leaders for these subjects, visiting lessons, talking to pupils,
listening to pupils read, speaking with teachers and looking at pupils’ work.
 I met with the school’s designated safeguarding lead and scrutinised the school’s
safeguarding records. This included a check on the single central record of recruitment
checks on adults working with pupils.
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 During breaktime and lunchtime, I observed pupils’ behaviour and spoke to pupils
informally. I also met formally with groups of pupils.
 I reviewed 43 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent View, including 31
free-text comments. I also met with parents at the beginning of the first day.
 I met with a range of staff during the inspection, including subject leaders, teachers
and support staff. 13 staff responses to Ofsted’s online staff questionnaire were also
considered.
Inspection team
Leah Goulding, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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