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Inspection date: 28 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children play in an exciting and stimulating learning environment. They feel safe 
and emotionally secure. Children form secure bonds with practitioners and 
independently form positive relationships with their peers. They are happy and 
content. Children confidently involve practitioners and other children in their play, 
sharing their excitement about the things they have made. Children's attitudes are 
consistent, and they demonstrate a high level of understanding and respect for 
others. Their willingness to help others is exceptional. Children have access to an 
exciting and challenging curriculum, with their interests playing a key part in what 
is provided by practitioners for their learning. For example, children have a keen 
interest in treasure and pirate activities, and they investigate 'treasure' using tools, 
such as tweezers, to extend their handling skills. They make patterns and 
sequences with brightly coloured beads and sparkling 'gems'. Highly skilled 
practitioners are effective in the way in which they challenge the children's 
learning. They use the children's natural curiosity to explore the sound of rain on 
the roof, to further develop their listening skills, repeating the sounds or beats 
using musical instruments. Practitioners create a rich learning environment. They 
join the children in play, skilfully asking questions and providing age-appropriate 
challenges. For example, children make a train with large construction blocks, and 
practitioners provide them with reasons to question what will happen next. The 
children use their imagination to explore the ways in which people help us, for 
example doctors and ambulance staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider is also the manager of the setting. She leads with real passion to 
deliver the best possible outcomes for all the children who attend. The team 
members she manages are committed to the setting's vision. They successfully 
provide the best opportunities for children to develop and become confident, 
independent learners. 

n Children happily say goodbye to their parents and are excited to get involved in 
playing with their friends.

n The opportunities for learning are inspiring and exciting for children. 
Practitioners use their extensive skills to build on what the children already 
know. They provide the opportunity for children to extend learning even further 
through deeper engagement in their play and increasing the level of maintained 
concentration.

n Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents highly commend the whole 
team. They view the settling-in process, including home visits to form 
relationships with the children prior to starting the setting, as invaluable to their 
children feeling confident. Parents enjoy sessions where they can attend and 
join in with their children's learning. Information shared results in effective 
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partnership working to provide the best opportunities for children to learn and 
develop confidently.  

n The manager and practitioners continually observe and assess what children 
know. They use children's interests to engage them in their learning, reinforcing 
what they can do and providing new challenges to extend their learning. The 
manager monitors the quality of activities and learning experiences to ensure 
these reflect the children's interests and stages of development. 

n Practitioners are warm and caring and form exceptionally good relationships with 
the children. Children's superior independence skills are embedded in all aspects 
of their learning.

n Children are extremely well behaved. They take great delight in helping adults 
with small responsibilities, such as gathering their friends' choices of snack, 
recording these using mathematical concepts and relaying them back to a 
practitioner. There is an outstanding respectful culture in this pre-school 
provision.

n Staff are supported through highly effective supervision and training 
opportunities to improve the quality of their teaching to an exceptional level. 
This has an excellent positive impact on children's learning.

n Children demonstrate a high level of engagement and enjoyment while listening 
to familiar stories. Practitioners give children the choice of stories through voting 
for their favourite. Each child has a small building brick, which they place on the 
book they would like a practitioner to read. They then use their superior 
mathematical skills to look at the groups of bricks and calculate which has the 
most votes, confidently using their mathematical vocabulary while doing so.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and all practitioners have an excellent understanding of safeguarding 
and child protection practice and procedures. They regularly attend training and 
know the signs of abuse and neglect, and are aware of the duty to prevent children 
being drawn into situations that put them at risk. Procedures for recruitment and 
selection are robust in ensuring the suitability of practitioners. The provider ensures 
that risk assessments are highly effective in identifying and minimising all potential 
risks. All areas of the provision, indoors and outdoors, are safe, secure and suitable 
at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY462628

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10116401

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Southam Primary Pre-School LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532589

Telephone number 01926 811 022

Date of previous inspection 9 October 2013

Information about this early years setting

Southam Primary Pre School LTD has operated since 1992 and registered in 2013. 
It operates from premises within Southam Primary School in Southam, 
Warwickshire. The pre-school employs seven members of childcare staff, six of 
whom hold early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 7. The pre-school 
opens Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 
3.15pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Smith
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager to discuss how the 
curriculum is planned and implemented. She observed the quality of teaching 
and reviewed the impact this has on children's learning indoors and outside. 

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

n The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
teaching methods with her. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and the deputy. 
n The inspector looked at a range of relevant documentation, including children's 

assessment records and practitioners' qualifications, training and suitability 
information.

n The inspector spoke with practitioners and took account of the views of children 
and parents spoken to on the day of inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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