
Childminder report

Inspection date: 4 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder has high overall expectations for what children can achieve. She 
provides a broad range of toys and resources that children can access 
independently. Children enjoy the time they spend with the patient and caring 
childminder, who provides a stimulating and safe environment. Consequently, 
children are motivated to explore their interests with confidence and curiosity. For 
example, babies spend a long time exploring electronic toys as they push buttons 
to make different sounds and lights. The childminder is a good role model and is 
sensitive to children's needs. For instance, she recognises when babies are hungry 
or tired and gives them cuddles and reassurance which helps to make them feel 
safe and secure. Children demonstrate that they are happy and settled in the 
childminder's care. She knows the children well and uses this information to 
organise her provision. Children have regular opportunities to play outdoors and 
particularly enjoy outdoor learning. Children concentrate as they play football and 
fill up their watering cans, to water plants. The childminder supports children's 
communication and language skills effectively. Children are confident 
communicators who are keen to share their ideas and opinions. Children have 
positive levels of well-being and self-esteem and gain a good sense of belonging. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have warm and secure bonds with the childminder. They understand 
her expectations and behave well. Children show each other respect and older 
children help younger children when needed during play. The childminder 
encourages children to say 'please' and 'thank you' to each other as they play. 
Children are friendly and develop good social skills. 

n The childminder uses everyday routines generally well to extend children's skills. 
For example, babies are offered space to crawl and explore and older children 
are encouraged to independently put on their shoes and coats. On occasion, the 
childminder misses opportunities to help children to develop an understanding of 
risks as they play. For instance, she does not help children to understand the 
importance of tidying away their toys when they finish playing with them, to 
ensure that the floor space is clear from tripping hazards.

n Good partnerships are in place with parents and other settings children attend. 
The childminder provides daily information about their children's experiences 
and she welcomes information about children's interests at home. Written 
feedback from parents is positive. Comments from parents include, 'My children 
adore the childminder who provides a nurturing and safe environment. She is 
organised, flexible, reliable and we are very pleased with the care she provides.' 

n The childminder provides children with a broad range of learning opportunities. 
Children use crayons to make marks and draw pictures. They said that they are 
'drawing a rainbow'. They attempt to cut out their artwork using scissors, then 
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politely ask the childminder for help. She shows them how to hold scissors, 
where to place their fingers and how to operate them. Children demonstrate 
good concentration skills and are extremely happy when the task is completed. 
The childminder gives them praise for their efforts and achievements. This helps 
to promote their self-worth and confidence. 

n Children are developing a good understanding of mathematical concepts and use 
appropriate language such as 'big' and 'small'. Children enjoy opportunities to 
experiment with mixing different colours. For example, they mix blue and red 
paint together to make purple. Babies enjoy making marks with toys using paint, 
while older children make footprints on a long strip of paper and count reliably 
from one to 10. 

n The childminder promotes language skills well. For example, she models sounds 
and single words, and clearly repeats words for young children to copy. Children 
enjoy story time and show an interest in books. Older children can anticipate 
what happens next in the story and are developing an understanding of more 
complex words, such as 'prickly'. All children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress. 

n The childminder understands the importance of self-evaluation and recognises 
where some improvements can be made. However, she has not placed sufficient 
focus on ensuring that her skills and knowledge improve consistently to the 
highest level.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of her role in protecting children from 
harm. She ensures that her safeguarding and first-aid training is up to date. The 
childminder has a clear understanding of the possible signs and symptoms that 
may indicate a child is at risk from harm or abuse. She is aware of the local 
safeguarding partnership procedures to follow in the event of reporting any 
concerns, including allegations made against herself or household members. She 
takes suitable steps to minimise risks in her home and supervises children closely 
at all times. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend children's understanding of how to recognise and manage risks as they 
play

n make better use of self-evaluation to identify a more targeted plan for 
professional development to increase knowledge and skills further, to raise the 
quality of teaching to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 504431

Local authority Barking and Dagenham

Inspection number 10072935

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 25 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1994. She lives in Chadwell Heath, in the London 
Borough of Barking and Dagenham. She operates from 7.30am to 5.30pm from 
Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder 
holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3. She receives funding for 
early education for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Yemi Afolabi

Inspection activities

n The childminder took the inspector on a learning walk around the areas of her 
home used for childminding. She explained how the early years provision and 
the curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector held discussions with the childminder and the children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as certificates, policies 
and procedures, children's records and planning and the suitability of members 
of the household. 

n The inspector evaluated a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector read written feedback from parents and took account of their 

views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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