
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this exceedingly warm and welcoming setting. They establish 
excellent relationships with the childminder. Children are confident and 
independent learners and display high levels of emotional well-being during play. 
The childminder plans and provides highly stimulating activities which capture the 
children's attention extremely well. Children remain focused and engaged in what 
they are doing and take an active role in their learning. They show extremely 
positive can-do attitudes towards learning.

Children have an excellent understanding of how to manage their own feelings and 
emotions and how to avoid conflicts. The childminder talks to children frequently 
about how they are feeling and teaches them to use these words to express 
themselves. Children benefit greatly from sensitive support and consistently display 
excellent behaviour due to the clear boundaries and rules that are in place. This 
contributes to them feeling safe, secure and supported.

Children love to take part in regular singing sessions to help develop their 
language. They enjoy selecting small objects out of a song basket. They squeal 
with delight as the childminder sings the nursery rhyme or song and encourages 
them to join in, while learning new vocabulary.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has an exceptional understanding of how children learn and 
how to build on children's knowledge and experiences. She has excellent 
knowledge and experience of working with children and this is highly evident in 
the way she demonstrates a deep understanding of children's learning and 
development. 

n There is a very strong focus on developing children's communication and 
language skills. The childminder encourages children to develop their early 
literacy skills throughout all activities. Books are displayed accessibly in all areas 
for children to freely select. Children enjoy choosing books and become 
absorbed as the childminder reads to them using different voices for each 
character. The childminder expertly encourages children's memory skills as she 
stops at intervals during the storytelling, allowing children to complete the 
sentences.  

n Children have superb awareness of hygiene routines and how to support their 
own personal needs. They show extremely high levels of independence for their 
age. For example, children wash their hands ahead of snack time and the 
childminder sings the 'wash the hands song,' to ensure they wash away the 
germs. Toddlers pour their own water from jugs and drink from open cups. They 
are starting to dress themselves suitably for the cold weather outside. Young 
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children already show the characteristics they need to be ready for their move 
on to school.

n The childminder monitors children's progress rigorously. Her ongoing 
assessments of children are highly effective. The childminder collaborates with 
parents on a very regular basis to ensure children's development is accurate. 
The uniqueness and well-being of children are key priorities for the childminder. 
She is proactive in helping children and families to get the support they require. 
She utilises the expertise of other professionals to enhance children's learning 
further. This allows the childminder to easily identify and close any potential 
gaps that children may have in their learning.

n The childminder is inspirational and highly motivated. She is passionate about 
high-quality childcare and works exceptionally hard to ensure this is provided. 
She has consistently built on her professional development. For example, she 
meets regularly with another childminding colleague and they evaluate each 
other's activities, planning and teaching. This has positively impacted on her 
practice and provision.

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary. Parents speak highly of the care their 
children receive, in particular the wealth of activities and outings their children 
access. Highly successful information-sharing ensures that parents are 
continually informed of the progress their children are making. Parents report on 
how delighted they are with the level of care and education the childminder 
provides. Parents are inspired to support children's learning. Parents document 
children's achievements from home and what children have been doing. This 
helps to inform the childminder's future planning and provide a consistent 
approach to learning.

n Children have an abundance of opportunities to develop their physical skills as 
they regularly access the outdoor area and local facilities. For example, two-
year-old children's fine motor skills are supported excellently as they 
enthusiastically explore paint. They experiment with mixing colours. The 
childminder is highly skilled in modelling the use of a range of tools, and 
supports children superbly as they explore paint in the water tray and learn how 
to use pipettes precisely to squeeze and squirt the water.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder gives children's safety and welfare top priority. She continually 
refreshes her understanding through further training and research and has a 
thorough knowledge of how to protect children. This helps her to keep her 
knowledge of wider safeguarding issues updated. The childminder confidently 
identifies possible indicators of abuse. She knows precisely what to do should she 
have any concerns about a child's welfare. The childminder supervises children at 
all times and ensures her home is safe and secure. She fully understands how to 
recognise the signs that a child's welfare may be at risk, including from neglect and 
extremist views.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY458446

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10065492

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 2

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 28 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. She 
operates all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday. The childminder 
holds a degree in primary education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin

Inspection activities

n The childminder completed a learning walk across all areas of the setting to 
understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector looked at a sample of the childminder's documents, including 
evidence of the suitability of persons living in the household.

n Parents shared their views through written feedback and questionnaires. The 
inspector took account of these views.

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions during activities and assessed 
the impact on children's enjoyment and engagement.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including evidence of 
suitability and training records.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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