
Childminder report

Inspection date: 16 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and inquisitive on arrival. They select resources and 
demonstrate previous learning. For example, they put on glove puppets and sang 
number rhymes. Children persevere when they come across a problem, and show a 
strong sense of pride in their achievements. For example, when they come across a 
problem, they say to themselves 'try again' and then have another go. They 
concentrate well and remain engaged in activities to their own satisfaction. 
Children are strong communicators and have good language skills, including those 
who are learning English as an additional language. The childminder engages them 
well in talking about what interests them, role modelling vocabulary effectively. For 
example, children vocalised their extensive knowledge of living on a farm, as they 
played with the toy farmyard. The childminder extends their ideas by posing good 
questions, so that children think about how to solve problems. For example, she 
asks, 'If the driver is stuck, how will he get out?' The childminder provides good 
opportunities for children to revisit their learning so that they have plenty of time 
to remember and demonstrate their new knowledge. All children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, have good opportunities to speak 
and participate fully in group activities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Effective partnerships with parents help the childminder to get to know the 
children well when they first start. The childminder makes regular observations 
of children's progress and talks to parents daily. She uses all the information well 
to know how to support children next and how to help close any gaps in their 
development. 

n The childminder provides good support for children's mathematical development. 
For example, when children predict how many items they have, she helps them 
to count and check they are correct. She challenges older children further to 
match numbers. For example, children found the correct number key to open 
the corresponding number door. Older children recognise numbers up to 20 and 
mathematical symbols, such as plus and equal. 

n Children display good manners and are nice to each other. When children find it 
hard to manage their behaviour, the childminder intervenes quickly to prevent 
frustration, and distracts them effectively so that they are soon happy again. For 
example, when children got frustrated with a toy that was stuck, the childminder 
helped them to work out what to do and how to find a solution.  

n The childminder encourages children to enjoy using books. They show 
confidence as they select them independently, often getting one for their friends 
too. The childminder engages them well in talking about the pictures, noticing 
detail and answering questions. For example, she asked children to recall where 
puddles come from and they talked about how they enjoyed jumping in the 
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puddles. The childminder uses books effectively to develop children's deeper 
understanding of subjects such as the weather, their body, and good manners.

n The childminder successfully evaluates her provision and sets herself effective 
actions to develop and improve her practice. For example, she has completed 
training to help children to be confident communicators and knows how to use 
stories to support those who are learning English as an additional language. 
Parents confirm that their children's speech has become much clearer. 

n Children are creative, acting out in their role play what they see adults do, such 
as cooking and going shopping. Although the childminder provides writing 
resources for children, she sometimes misses opportunities to encourage 
children, particularly boys, to develop their early writing skills as they play. 

n The childminder plans many outings for children to be active and enjoy learning 
outdoors. Older children manage their personal needs well and have a good 
understanding of hygiene. For example, they asked to use the potty and knew 
they needed to wash their hands afterwards. The childminder provided a small 
bowl of warm water and soap, and children cleaned their hands thoroughly. 

n The childminder helps children to have a positive awareness of their similarities 
and differences in how they look and their abilities. However, she does not make 
full use of opportunities for children to learn about their own and others' 
cultures, particularly those who speak different languages.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of how to keep children safe at her 
premises and on outings. She carries out good risk assessments and takes effective 
action to minimise risks to children. For example, she has a stairgate to the kitchen 
to prevent children accessing it unsupervised. The childminder attends mandatory 
training and has a confident knowledge of the procedures to follow should a child 
be at risk of harm. She helps children to develop a good awareness of keeping 
themselves safe, such as practising the emergency evacuation procedures. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more encouragement for children, particularly boys, to further develop 
their writing skills

n help children to develop a greater understanding of their own cultures and those 
of others. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 142013

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10125450

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2014

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1992 and lives in Bridgwater. She operates all year 
round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. The childminder holds an early 
years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas

Inspection activities

n Ofsted is aware of the challenges that Covid-19 is currently posing to those we 
inspect. During this visit, the inspector took into consideration the impact of any 
measures being taken to slow the spread of Coronavirus by the provider. This 
has included the effect these measures have had on the current attendance of 
the children and staffing arrangements.  

n The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint observation and had 
discussions at convenient times. 

n The inspector sampled documentation, including safeguarding information and 
training certificates. 

n Observations were made of children's learning and the quality of teaching 
indoors. 

n Parents spoke with the childminder to give their feedback on the provision. 
n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the childminder to find out how 

she organises and plans her curriculum.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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