
Inspection of Hillside Children's Centre 
Nursery
1 Leatherhead Close, Holmleigh Road Estate, London N16 5QR

Inspection date: 18 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy at the nursery. They form close attachments to an adult and 
they welcome their involvement during their play. Children are clear about their 
own likes and dislikes, and they learn to lead their play well. They move freely 
between the indoor and outside play area to explore and learn from a wide range 
of resources. Younger children curiously explore the musical toys. For instance, 
they learn to shake and bang on them to create sounds. Children learn to use 
different tools appropriately when playing with play dough. They develop their 
creative skills and imagination well. Staff talk to children effectively during their 
play to help support their communication and language skills. Younger children 
begin to babble, use single words and short sentences to express themselves. 
Children with gaps in their speech are swiftly identified and early intervention put 
in place to support their development. Older children develop their mathematical 
skills effectively. For example, they learn to count and recognise numbers, sizes 
and shapes successfully. Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. They 
make children aware of different feelings and emotions and how to treat others. 
Children behave well. They listen and show respect to staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders consider feedback from staff, parents and children when evaluating the 
nursery. Children's learning is a high priority. Staff ensure play opportunities are 
linked to children's interests and needs. Leaders provide ongoing guidance and 
supervision meetings to strengthen the quality of teaching and learning. 

n Staff form very close relationships with parents. They make them aware of their 
children's progress and ways to continue their learning at home. Staff work with 
parents and the local authority to provide support and agree how they can help 
children further, especially children with gaps in their speech. Parents provide 
complimentary feedback about the nursery. For example, they say that children 
settled very quickly and they receive high-quality care from their key person.  

n Staff observe and assess children's learning well. They provide stimulating 
opportunities for children to develop their skills and to help them make good 
progress with their development. Some children moving on to school make 
excellent progress, especially with their literacy skills. For example, staff support 
older children well to learn about letters and the sounds they represent.

n Staff provide a wide range of resources and activities to give children choice and 
to support their learning. For example, they provide games for children to enjoy 
and to strengthen their memory and language development. Older children 
demonstrate very good concentration and positive attitudes to learning as they 
often request to repeat and continue their play.

n Staff make good use of children's play to strengthen their listening, thinking and 
speaking skills. Children demonstrate good understanding when responding to 
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simple instructions and questions. They express themselves well and they retell 
past experiences confidently.

n Staff support children to develop good health. For example, they provide 
nutritious food for them to eat. Children enjoy physical activities and exercise. 
They have access to a large space in the garden and they learn to climb, run 
and jump. Children demonstrate good coordination, balance and mobility. 

n Staff are sensitive and caring towards children. They work closely with parents 
to support children's emotional well-being and to provide flexible routines that 
meet their personal care needs. Younger children get to rest and sleep during 
their play.

n During circle time, children talk about their feelings and the rules of the nursery. 
Staff model positive behaviour for them to copy and learn. This helps children to 
behave well and to develop a sense of right from wrong. 

n Most children develop their social skills effectively. However, staff miss some 
opportunities to help individual children who need further support to develop 
their confidence to play with others.

n Staff begin to make older children aware of risks in the environment. However, 
they do not proactively and consistently embed this throughout the nursery to 
help raise children's awareness of how to recognise hazards and keep 
themselves safe to a higher level.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that staff have a secure understanding of their responsibility to 
safeguard and protect children. They provide safeguarding training and regular 
opportunities for staff to update their knowledge. Staff have a good knowledge of 
child protection and wider safeguarding issues. They know the signs that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm and abuse. Staff are familiar with the procedures 
to report concerns and allegations. They keep accurate records of children's 
attendance and they monitor them closely for patterns that may occur. Staff and 
children follow good hygiene practices, such as washing their hands at appropriate 
times. Leaders implement robust recruitment procedures to ensure staff are 
suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of opportunities during children's play and routine tasks to 
strengthen children's social skills even further

n continue to embed procedures for helping children to develop a greater 
understanding of how to recognise risks in the environment from a young age.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY450433

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10128522

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person London Borough of Hackney

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531769

Telephone number 020 8800 7325

Date of previous inspection 12 April 2013

Information about this early years setting

Hillside Children's Centre Nursery registered in 2012. It is situated in Stamford Hill, 
in the London Borough of Hackney. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, from 
7.45am until 5.45pm, throughout most of the year. The nursery receives free early 
education funding for children aged two, three and four years. The provider 
employs 15 staff, including the manager. Of these, three staff hold childcare 
qualifications at level 6 and 11 hold qualifications at level 3 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Martina Mullings
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Inspection activities

n A learning walk was undertaken by the inspector and the manager to discuss the 
organisation, aims and rationale for activities.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching in the playrooms and the outside 
play area and conducted joint observations with the manager. 

n The inspector held discussions with staff about their roles and assessed their 
understanding of the requirements of the early years foundation stage. 

n The inspector took account of children's and parents' views during the 
inspection.

n The inspector checked relevant documentation, including staff recruitment 
records, paediatric first-aid training certificates and records of attendance. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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