
Inspection of Playdays Nursery
1 Salthouse Avenue, Blackpool, Lancashire FY1 5EN

Inspection date: 27 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have high expectations for children and provide a wide and varied curriculum. 
They believe that, 'when children feel happy and secure, they will learn and 
achieve'. Babies confidently separate from their key person and explore their 
surroundings freely. They show interest in toys, such as vehicles that move, and 
take pleasure in wheeling these back and forth to staff. This contributes towards 
the positive relationships they form with others. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are keen to investigate materials, such as water. 
They concentrate well when repeating actions, such as pouring water between 
containers. The vast majority of staff interventions are timely and precise and 
contribute towards children gaining the skills they require for their future success.

Staff create a calm environment where the individual needs of children and their 
well-being and happiness are highly prioritised. Settling-in arrangements are 
supportive and contribute towards children feeling happy, settled and assured. 
Children's behaviour is good. Older children readily invite their friends to join in 
with games. They show an understanding of the rules in place and take turns 
without prompting. Children develop independence as they grow. For example, 
babies happily feed themselves at lunchtime. Older children willingly help with 
tasks, such as handing out cutlery and plates to their peers at mealtimes.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and leaders invest highly in their staff team. Appreciation awards, 
such as 'Superstar of the term', value the efforts of staff and contribute towards 
the increased positive energy within the nursery. The well-qualified staff aspire 
to develop their knowledge and skills. They source training that is highly relevant 
to the needs of the children attending. 

n A culture of inclusive practice is firmly embedded. Staff value children's home 
cultures and traditions and incorporate these into their plans. For example, they 
readily explore festivals, such as Eid, and use these occasions to introduce all 
children to foods from around the world. This helps to build on children's good 
knowledge of people and communities beyond their own. However, staff do not 
provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home languages 
frequently enough during play. This hinders opportunities for children who speak 
English as an additional language to build on their good communication and 
language skills even further.

n The attentive staff are extremely proactive in sourcing early support for children 
with SEND. They meet regularly with parents and other professionals involved 
with each child and thread advice into children's individualised learning plans. 
This helps to close any gaps in their learning and contributes towards the good 
progress that all children make.
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n The quality of education is good. Staff plan a wide range of exciting experiences 
for children to engage in that, largely, support what they need to learn next. 
However, occasionally, the level of challenge presented by some staff is too 
great for some children. For example, during play with pegs, younger children 
say some numbers, such as 'one, two, seven', randomly. In response to this 
staff ask them to count a large number of pegs and to use one number name for 
each item. This results in younger children losing interest and does not support 
them to consolidate and build on their skills naturally and gradually.

n Staff evaluate their practice and make changes that have a positive impact on 
children's learning. For instance, they have highlighted the importance of 
reading to children and enrolled them in the local library. This is helping to 
ensure that all children have access to books to inspire their early reading. Older 
children listen to well-loved stories with great attention. They enjoy looking at 
the detailed features of characters and draw accurate representations of them.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff engage parents in their children's 
learning and development from the very outset. Parents are complimentary. 
They express that 'staff take children under their wing and form a very secure 
bond with them'.

n Relationships between staff and children are positive. Children beam with pride 
when receiving a reward certificate for their ability to manage their personal care 
needs with greater independence. They show increased levels of patience during 
routines, such as when waiting for their lunch to arrive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good knowledge of their role in keeping children safe. Managers 
and leaders ensure that staff complete regular safeguarding training. They provide 
informative workshops for staff to engage in, to enhance their knowledge of the 
wider aspects of safeguarding, such as the 'Prevent' duty. This helps to ensure that 
all staff are able to recognise the indicators of abuse and are familiar with the 
reporting requirements. Recruitment and induction procedures are robust. The 
regular supervision of staff focuses on helping to improve their knowledge, skills 
and practice. Staffing levels are continually well maintained and any accidents and 
emergencies are swiftly and appropriately responded to.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen ways to use children's home languages more frequently during play, 
to help to build on their good communication and language skills

n challenge younger children with greater precision during activities, to help them 
to consolidate and build on their current mathematical skills more effortlessly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY563623

Local authority Blackpool

Inspection number 10145507

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 45

Name of registered person Quality Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530294

Telephone number 07546106904

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Playdays Nursery registered in 2019 and is located in Blackpool. The nursery 
employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate 
qualifications at level 3 and the manager holds an appropriate qualification at level 
6. The nursery is open all year round, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, with 
the exception of one week over the Christmas period. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Bowe
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Inspection activities

n The inspector accompanied the manager on a tour of the nursery. She discussed 
with the manager the key aims and rationale for the early years curriculum.

n An adult-led activity was jointly observed by the inspector and the manager. The 
inspector observed the quality of teaching and learning at various other times 
during the inspection.

n Conversations were held with the staff and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection. A meeting was held with the provider and the manager.

n A sample of documents was looked at by the inspector. These included evidence 
of the suitability of staff, qualifications, policies and health and safety records.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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