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Inspection of a good school: Cranmere 
Primary School 
Arran Way, Esher, Surrey KT10 8BE 

 
  
Inspection dates: 26–27 February 2020 
 

Outcome 
 
Cranmere Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders aspire for every pupil at Cranmere to achieve well, enjoy school and be well 
prepared for the future. The school is a happy learning community and there is a strong 
sense of teamwork.  
 
In lessons and around school, pupils behave well and get on well together. Pupils are 
respectful of each other and their teachers. They describe their school as friendly, 
welcoming and fun. Pupils like the way that everyone is valued. They are full of 
enthusiasm for learning and thoroughly enjoy coming to school. Pupils appreciate the 
school’s 6Rs: ‘Responsibility, Resourcefulness, Reflectiveness, Reasoning, Respectful and 
Resilient.’ They say these make the school a better place and help everyone to be kind 
and behave well. Pupils love the way they can get involved in helping around the school 
by taking on extra responsibilities. They enjoy the many after-school clubs and activities. 
As one pupil commented, ‘There is always something going on.’ 
 
Bullying is not a problem and the occasional fall out is sorted out quickly. Pupils feel safe 
at school and say that their teachers are kind and always there to support them. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders communicate an ambitious vision for all pupils at Cranmere. The school is highly 
inclusive, and everyone is valued and welcomed. Pupils get a good grounding in English 
and mathematics. In these subjects, and in science, there is a clear sequence of learning. 
This contributes to pupils’ good achievement in these areas of learning. 
 
Phonics and early reading are taught well. Children get off to a great start in reading in 
the early years. Story times are engaging, and teachers foster a love of reading. Teachers 
quickly notice if any pupils are finding things tricky and regularly recap sounds to ‘help 
learning stick’. If any pupils are not keeping up, leaders organise extra support. Most 
books are well matched to pupils’ reading skills. However, occasionally reading books are 
beyond some pupils’ understanding. This means that sometimes pupils guess at words 
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rather than using their reading skills. Leaders are aware of this and are already 
addressing this shortcoming. 
 
The school’s attractive book areas reflect the priority leaders give to reading. Leaders 
have recently improved resources. They have also adapted the school’s approach to both 
reading and writing. Whole books are now studied for longer periods to enable pupils to 
learn in-depth about their features, vocabulary and structures. Key knowledge and skills 
are sequenced carefully and re-visited to help pupils remember what they have learned. 
Pupils enjoy learning about different texts, authors and genres. One pupil explained that 
‘books open up new worlds and give you a different viewpoint’. When writing, pupils like 
the chance to express their ideas and be imaginative.  
 
Leaders have designed an interesting, broad curriculum. They capitalise on meaningful 
links between subjects and make sure that the content is interesting. However, in a few 
subjects, including history and geography, the curriculum is not as well planned as it could 
be. Leaders have not considered the key knowledge pupils will learn over time. There are 
sometimes long gaps of time when subjects are not taught. This means that pupils find it 
hard to remember and build on their previous learning. As a result, their knowledge and 
understanding are insecure. 
 
Teaching is lively and engaging. Teachers are knowledgeable, pose interesting questions 
and involve pupils well in discussions. They have high expectations of behaviour and 
expect pupils to give of their best. Pupils like the way their teachers let them know how 
well they are doing.  
 
The school provides well for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Leaders and teachers have a strong understanding of pupils’ needs. Additional 
help is carefully planned and supports pupils with SEND well, academically and socially. 
 
The school’s wide-ranging array of clubs contributes well to pupils’ personal development. 
Exciting visits enhance the curriculum and pupils hold special memories of these 
experiences. The life-skills curriculum helps pupils to learn about respect, tolerance and 
diversity. Pupils’ positive attitudes and good behaviour support them in learning well. 
 
Governors share leaders’ ambition and commitment for all pupils to thrive. They use their 
good knowledge of the school to inform their strategic planning. Staff feel well supported 
by leaders who consider their well-being. Parents hold the school in high regard and the 
vast majority of parents have nothing but praise. They appreciate the school’s nurturing 
ethos and leaders’ approachability and visibility. As one parent explained, ‘I couldn’t be 
happier.’ 

 
Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Pupils’ well-being is a high priority at Cranmere. The school provides a raft of early help 
and support for pupils and their families. When needed, the headteacher refers concerns 
to the local authority. She ensures that other agencies respond promptly to any referrals 
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so that pupils are supported and kept safe. Teachers receive regular training to keep them 
up to date with procedures. They know that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 
 
Pupils feel safe and well cared for. The school’s life-skills curriculum helps pupils to learn 
how to keep themselves safe, including when online. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The content of some foundation subjects, such as history and geography, is not 

sequenced well, and the end points are not clearly enough defined. Consequently, 
pupils’ understanding is insecure, and they do not achieve as well as they could in 
these subjects. Leaders need to make sure the curriculum plans for all subjects contain 
the knowledge and important concepts that pupils should know and the order in which 
they should learn these. It is clear from leaders’ plans that they are in the process of 
bringing this about. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give 
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the 
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in 
November 2011. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 
 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 131125 

Local authority Surrey 

Inspection number 10122264 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 2 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 473 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Linda Burkitt 

Headteacher Kathie Daniels 

Website www.cranmereprimary.org.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 
30 June 2016, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The number of pupils on roll has increased considerably since the school’s previous 

inspection. There are now three classes in each of Years 1 and 3 and two classes in the 
other year groups to accommodate the growth in pupil numbers. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 During this inspection, I did deep dives in these subjects: reading, writing and history. I 

met with subject leaders, visited lessons, talked with pupils about their learning and 
looked at pupils’ work in books. I also looked at examples of pupils’ work in 
mathematics and science and reviewed and discussed the curriculum plans for these 
subjects with the assistant headteacher. 

 I met with the headteacher, the assistant headteacher and the leader for special 
educational needs. 

 I met with four members of the governing body, including the vice chair of governors, 
and had a telephone discussion with a representative from the local authority. 

 I observed pupils’ behaviour at different times of the day, including during lunchtime. 

file:///C:/Users/Sue%20Cox/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.cranmereprimary.org.uk/
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 I reviewed the school’s record of recruitment checks for staff and the school’s 
safeguarding records. 

 I considered the views of staff during meetings with them and took into account the 51 
responses to Ofsted’s staff survey. I also considered the 254 responses to Ofsted’s pupil 
survey. 

 I took into account the 237 responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, and 
parents’ written comments. I also spoke with parents before the start of school on the 
second day of the inspection. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Sue Cox, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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