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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thrive in this warm and welcoming learning environment. On arrival, they
settle quickly and make their own free choice during play. They form strong bonds
with the childminder and other children attending. Children cooperate well and are
kind and helpful towards each other. For example, older children imitate the
childminder and repeat the word 'digger' to younger children when they present
the toy vehicle to them. This helps to support their developing vocabulary. Young
children concentrate well for their age. For example, they enjoy making marks on a
chalkboard. The childminder demonstrates how to make different marks, such as
circles. Older children give meaning to the marks they make with paint. They enjoy
using different colours to add features such as eyes. The childminder further
extends the children's learning, as she encourages them to mix paints together to
make new colours. Young children use their imaginations as they play in the role-
play kitchen, pretending to make drinks and eat the food they have prepared.
Older children make up their own stories as they play with a toy castle and small-
world figures. The childminder asks appropriate questions to extend their ideas and
take the story further. Children enjoy visiting the local library where they can
choose their own books to take home and share with their parents. The
childminder provides information sheets for parents to provide suggestions on how
to support children's reading at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Relationships between the childminder, children and their families are good. The
childminder gathers information from parents about their children from the start
and they continue to work together throughout their time at the setting. As a
result, children settle quickly. Parents feel fully informed about the activities their
children engage in and are very pleased with the progress their children make.

B The childminder provides children with a broad range of activities in her home
for them to explore and play. Children attend a wide variety of groups
throughout the week to further develop their experiences and extend their
knowledge and skills. The childminder regularly observes children in their play.
However, her assessments of children's achievements are not always precise
enough to clearly identify their next steps in learning. As a result, the
childminder does not consistently build on the skills children need to learn next,
to raise their achievements to an even higher level.

m Children are very well behaved. They learn to share and take turns during their
play. The childminder is a good role model for positive behaviour, and children
show care and consideration towards each other. Children are praised in a
consistent and meaningful way that increases their self-esteem and emotional
well-being.

B The childminder is committed to developing her own knowledge and skills. In
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addition to sharing ideas and information with a network of other childminders,
she regularly accesses training. The childminder continually searches for
information and ideas to support children's individual needs and enhance the
activities available.

B The childminder provides children with healthy meals and snacks. Children are
learning the importance of good hygiene practices, such as washing their hands
before meals. Children have daily opportunities for exercise and fresh air. For
example, they walk to local groups and enjoy sessions at the soft-play centre.

B Parents are very pleased with the care provided by the childminder. They
comment that their children enjoy the 'loving and fun' environment. Their
children grow in confidence, become more independent and are getting ready
for school. The childminder gathers feedback from parents and children, and
uses this to help to identify any areas for further development. For example, the
childminder is developing the outdoor area.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates a good knowledge of potential signs of abuse and
the action she is required to take if there are any concerns about a child's welfare.
She attends safeguarding training and ensures her policies and procedures are
regularly updated. The childminder shows a good knowledge of wider child
protection issues. Regular checks are carried out to ensure that all areas of her
home used by children are suitable. The premises are safe and secure. For
example, the childminder keeps all external doors locked. There are regular fire
drills and the childminder supervises children closely at all times.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B use assessments more precisely to clearly identify children's knowledge and
understanding in order to plan suitably challenging activities, to help children
make even better progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 255374

Local authority Walsall

Inspection nhumber 10115978

Type of provision Childminder

e mouary rldcre
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 3t0 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 13 May 2013

Information about this early years setting

The childminder has been operating since 1985 and lives in Walsall. She provides
care all year round from 7am until 5pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays
and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Robinson

Inspection activities

B The inspector had a tour of the childminder's home and asked her to discuss
how her curriculum is implemented and how this meets the needs of the
children attending.

B The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including the childminder's
certificates and evidence of the suitability checks completed for the childminder
and the members of her household.

B The inspector spoke to the childminder and children throughout the inspection.
She asked the childminder to evaluate her own practice.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching and evaluated the impact on the
quality of learning.

B The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their written comments.

Inspection report: Childminder report 4
26 February 2020



Oféted

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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