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Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Early years provision

Good

Previous inspection grade

Requires improvement

What is it like to attend this school?
This school provides a happy, warm and welcoming environment for all pupils and
their families. Pupils with whom we spoke told us that they like coming to school
because they enjoy learning. Pupils know that teachers expect them to achieve highly.
Pupils work hard in their lessons and learn well in a wide range of subjects.
Pupils have excellent relationships with staff. They told us that all staff are friendly
and approachable. Pupils show kindness and respect towards each other. Pupils play
and learn happily together. Bullying is rare. If it does happen, staff deal with issues
quickly and well. Pupils feel safe at the school and appreciate the support that they
receive from staff.
Pupils develop a strong understanding of themselves and of other people. They have
a variety of opportunities to learn about other faiths, including through visits to
places of worship.
Pupils study a wide range of topics across the curriculum. Pupils respect their
teachers’ efforts to make learning interesting. They enjoy trips that support their
learning, such as visits to museums and the local library. They take part in a wide
range of clubs at the end of the school day, especially sports and singing.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders have designed a curriculum that inspires pupils to want to learn. In all
subjects, they have thought carefully about what knowledge staff should teach
pupils, starting in the early years. The trust provides all subject leaders with relevant
training. This means that subject leaders can give effective support to teachers.
Pupils enjoy learning a wide range of topics. When teaching new units of work, staff
often help pupils to remember what they have learned in the past. For example,
older pupils learning about electricity start by remembering what they already know
about conductors, insulators and circuits. This helps them to be ready for new
learning.
Leaders ensure that teaching pupils to read is a high priority. Staff in the early years
help children to learn new words. They help children to speak clearly and
confidently. Children then start learning letter sounds from the start of Reception.
Most pupils learn to read well. Staff give additional help to pupils who struggle to
read. This helps them to keep up with their learning across subjects.
Throughout the school, pupils display positive attitudes to books and reading. The
curriculum for reading is clearly structured. This helps pupils to learn new vocabulary
and to develop their comprehension skills and knowledge. Story time is a regular
feature of life in classes. Pupils were able to talk to inspectors about some of
Shakespeare’s plays, including ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. They
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talked to us about a wide range of authors. They told us how reading enriches their
lives.
Recently, leaders recognised that pupils were not achieving as well in mathematics
as they were in other subjects. At the start of this school year, leaders redesigned
the mathematics curriculum. However, some older pupils have gaps in their
knowledge of mathematics. This makes it difficult for them to solve some
mathematical problems.
Disadvantaged pupils and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) achieve well. Staff identify any barriers to learning quickly and put the right
support in place. The most vulnerable pupils take part in many aspects of school life,
including after-school clubs.
Pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain. Staff encourage pupils to be
welcoming and respectful to everyone. Pupils recognise their similarities to other
people and celebrate their differences. They have a good understanding of the
different backgrounds and cultures of different people and communities. Pupils relish
opportunities to contribute to the life of the school. They are proud to be sports
leaders and members of the reading army and school council. Pupils work hard, and
their behaviour supports their learning.
Leaders work closely with parents and carers and involve them in their children’s
learning. For example, parents can attend sessions to understand how to read to their
children at home.
Pupils’ attendance remains below the national average. Too many pupils miss
important time at school. This affects their learning.
Leaders, including governors, have galvanised their team. Staff said that they are
supported by their leaders and together with staff, they are an effective team.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school. Leaders have a thorough
understanding of the risks to pupils’ safety in the local area and respond
appropriately. Staff are vigilant and follow up any safeguarding concerns properly.
Leaders respond promptly to information they receive from staff. Leaders engage
with a range of external agencies to support families who are at risk or in need. The
school keeps detailed and well-organised records of safeguarding. All staff and
governors complete regular safeguarding training. They understand and follow the
school’s policies and procedures. Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe. They
recognise risks to their welfare, including those associated with using the internet.

Inspection report: Deeplish Primary Academy
18–19 February 2020

3

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Pupils’ attendance remains below the national average. This means that too many
miss important learning in the curriculum. Leaders should make certain that
parents and carers understand the detrimental impact of absence on their
children’s learning. Leaders should improve how staff help pupils who have been
absent from school to catch up swiftly on their work. These changes will help to
ensure that all pupils benefit fully from their education at the school.
 In key stage 2, some pupils have gaps in their knowledge of basic arithmetic, including
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. This holds back their mathematical
understanding. Leaders should ensure that the curriculum enables these pupils to
catch up in their learning. Leaders need to make sure that pupils can use and apply
their mathematical skills to solve problems and explain their thinking. This will mean
that all pupils can become confident, able mathematicians.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

141365

Local authority

Rochdale

Inspection number

10121995

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy sponsor-led

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

464

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of trust

Clive Davies

Principal

Ewan McPherson

Website

www.deeplishprimaryacademy.co.uk

Date of previous inspection

17–18 October 2017, under section 5 of
the Education Act 2005

Information about this school
 There have been no significant changes since the previous inspection.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 We held meetings with the principal and senior leaders.
 We held meetings with teachers, support staff and subject leaders. We met with
two members of the local governing body and held a meeting with
representatives of the trust, including the chief executive officer.
 We spoke with pupils about behaviour. We observed pupils’ behaviour around the
school, including in classrooms.
 We reviewed leaders’ self-evaluation and improvement plans, minutes of
governing body meetings and information on the school’s website. We examined
records in relation to safeguarding.
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 We considered the 14 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey. We spoke with
parents at the start of the school day. We took account of the 15 responses from
school staff and the 28 responses from pupils to Ofsted’s surveys.
 As part of this inspection, we did deep dives in reading, mathematics, writing,
science and history. During these activities, we met with subject leaders and
visited lessons. We also spoke with teachers and pupils. We looked at examples
of pupils’ work and listened to some pupils read.
Inspection team
Andrew Morley, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

Cole Andrew

Ofsted Inspector

Stephen Rigby

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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