
Inspection of Earls Court Community 
Nursery
65 Philbeach Gardens, LONDON SW5 9EE

Inspection date: 14 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff have excellent relationships with children. They take great care to find out 
about babies' home care routines and learn about the interests of all children in 
order to provide highly enjoyable activities and familiar routines. Children settle 
exceptionally well. They are extremely confident and very highly motivated to 
learn. Children gain highly effective independence skills. For example, older 
children show younger ones how to put away their bed linen after their afternoon 
rest. They help to prepare and serve themselves food and drink at meal and snack 
times. Children have excellent understanding of how to behave in safe ways. For 
instance, while playing in the garden, they assessed the safety risks involved as 
they built low plank platforms to walk across, under the supervision of staff. 
Children use tools and materials with great care and caution. They understand the 
rigorous road safety routines, saying that they wear high-visibility jackets 'so cars 
can see us'. Children behave in very positive ways. For example, staff have high 
expectations and teach children to try to resolve disagreements themselves, which 
they do well. Children have excellent understanding of the group rules, and older 
children often remind younger ones of expectations for behaviour. Older children 
share and take turns very well, and staff support younger children to gain these 
skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's early literacy skills in excellent ways. For example, they 
use ambitious vocabulary during creative activities to teach children new words, 
such as 'fragrant', 'medicinal', and 'exquisite'. Staff support children's early 
writing skills in exciting and stimulating ways. For example, as 'nursery pen pals', 
children create their own stories and post them to other nurseries. Staff use 
boxes containing interesting and stimulating objects to promote discussion and 
support children's language skills fully. 

n Staff teach children to understand and manage their feelings very successfully. 
For instance, they teach them sign language and new words to describe their 
feelings. Staff discuss with the children why they feel different emotions and 
how they can manage their feelings well. Children have excellent, innovative 
opportunities to learn about and respect other people from different cultures and 
religions. For example, staff created a live outdoor music festival which involved 
parents, staff and musicians playing instruments and singing songs from around 
the world. 

n Staff support children's understanding of the world in exceptional ways. For 
example, children take part in 'reverse engineering' activities where, under close 
supervision, they deconstruct mechanical objects to see how they are made. 
Staff ensure that the children have lots of opportunities to plant and grow 
vegetables, which they use to make meals and snacks. This helps children to 
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understand how things grow and where food comes from.
n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities very 

successfully. They have highly effective links with parents and others involved in 
children's care and learning, and have regular meetings to exchange a range of 
useful information. Staff make detailed support plans with clear, specific goals, 
which are reviewed regularly to promote best outcomes for children.

n Staff have excellent partnerships with parents. They offer innovative 
opportunities for parents to support their children's learning. They keep parents 
very well informed of their children's progress in highly effective and flexible 
ways.

n The manager provides an exceptional level of support to staff. She meets with 
staff regularly to have in-depth discussions around their work performance, and 
readily and accurately identifies their training and support needs. For instance, 
staff attended a course on supporting children's early mathematical skills, which 
led to great improvements in this area. Staff have free access to a confidential 
employee helpline.

n Staff work extremely successfully to help children develop a very healthy 
lifestyle. For instance, they provide an excellent nutritious menu of meals and 
snacks containing no salt or sugar. Staff ensure that children have excellent 
regular opportunities to climb, run, jump and balance, using a broad variety of 
apparatus and resources to support their physical development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have excellent knowledge of potential indicators of concern related to a child's 
welfare. They have a rigorous understanding of procedures to follow to deal with 
their concerns. Staff have regular and comprehensive training to keep their skills 
and knowledge up to date. The manager is vigilant in safeguarding and has 
implemented excellent systems to ensure that vulnerable children are readily 
identified and supported, where needed. There is a comprehensive recruitment 
procedure which involves thorough background checks on staff to ensure suitability 
for their roles. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY435934

Local authority Kensington and Chelsea

Inspection number 10138054

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person The London Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901332

Telephone number 020 7835 1817

Date of previous inspection 18 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

Earls Court Community Nursery registered 2011. It is located in Earl's Court in the 
Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea. The nursery is open each weekday from 
8am to 6pm for 51 weeks of the year, except on bank holidays. There are 18 staff, 
including the manager. Of these, two hold qualified teacher status, two hold an 
appropriate qualification at level 5, 10 hold level 3 and two hold level 2. The 
manager holds a level 6 qualification in early years. The nursery receives funding 
for free early years education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Beckles
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector went on a learning walk around the nursery with the manager and 
discussed the curriculum.

n Interaction between staff and children was observed and the inspector spoke 
with children, when appropriate.

n The inspector tracked the experiences and activities of several children.
n Some documentation was checked and the inspector held a discussion with the 

manager.
n The inspector considered the views of staff and parents during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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