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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Confident, strong and extremely keen little learners enter the nursery with ease.
They part from their parents and carers and are affectionately greeted by staff who
have an in-depth knowledge of their individual likes, dislikes and needs. Children
are superbly behaved. They show high levels of respect for each other and for their
environment. Children articulate their feelings and needs proficiently. They share
lively conversations with their friends, especially in the role-play areas and when
they regularly visit the forest school.

Children who learn best in an outdoor environment have extensive opportunities to
explore in the nursery's exceptionally vibrant and exciting gardens. For example,
they swing from a rope, negotiate mounds and hills, balance on a range of
different surfaces and use the extensive range of natural resources in their play.
Children learn about where food comes from when they plant and tend fruit and
vegetables in the on-site nursery allotment area. They explore nature and wildlife
when they visit the wildlife garden.

All children make exceptionally good progress from their starting points, including
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak
English as an additional language. Their learning needs are superbly assessed and
planned for by extremely highly skilled and confident staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children play, learn and explore in a vibrant and stimulating environment. Staff
are inventive in the way in which they present resources and activities to help to
capture and engage children's interests. For example, tins and packets of real
food, as well as fresh vegetables, are used in the role-play areas. Children are
provided with the ingredients to make their own play dough as and when they
choose to. Children pump water into the large sand areas with hand pumps.

B Staff make excellent use of the local area and university campus to enhance and
extend children's learning. For example, they go for daily walks in the grounds to
explore the wildlife and take a minibus to the local town to visit the library.
When new students arrive to study at the university at the beginning of term,
children write welcome notes, which they give to them.

W Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents are encouraged to play an
extremely active role in their child's nursery life. Staff have superb methods of
communicating with parents on a daily basis, including through effective parents'
meetings and evenings. Parents spoken to and those who provided written
comments state that they are extremely happy with the nursery and feel that
their children receive exemplary care and attention to detail.

B Budding artists are provided with excellent opportunities to develop their
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creative talents and express themselves through art and design. Children visit
the 'Art Studio' in small groups and work with a professional artist to explore a
range of different mediums and artistic styles. For example, children's interest in
the swirly pattern on snail's shells recently led to them researching and
interpreting the work of famous artists.

B Dynamic and extremely enthusiastic staff lead the forest school. Children visit
different areas of woodland and open spaces around the nursery on a daily
basis. They learn how to take risks and are provided with exceptional
opportunities to learn outdoors. For example, they make bird nests from mud
and twigs. They create mud faces on the side of trees and negotiate rope
bridges. Children have opportunities to learn how to use real tools to make
models and to saw and cut wood. Children are extremely excited by these
sessions and speak enthusiastically about the things they enjoy doing.

m Staff in the highly skilled management team work exceptionally well together.
They each have very different and defined roles, which helps them to focus on
specific aspects of nursery management. The management team supports staff
superbly. Staff receive regular supervision meetings. They are awarded prizes
for achievements at the annual awards ceremony and are able to access an
extensive range of training opportunities. Staff talk about being part of 'one big
family'.

m Children who learn English as an additional language are expertly supported.
Their various languages are valued. For example, staff learn how to greet
parents in their home language. There are dual-language books in each of the
rooms and the nursery has produced leaflets containing information about local
amenities for families who are new to the area.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff are extremely knowledgeable about their responsibilities with
regards to safeguarding children. All managers and staff receive and complete
regular safeguarding training to help to improve their already exemplary
knowledge. In-house training events are used to highlight specific aspects of
safeguarding. Staff are provided with opportunities to thoroughly research
particular aspects of child protection that interest them. The providers carry out
rigorous recruitment procedures to help to ensure that all adults working at the
nursery are suitable to do so. New staff complete an in-depth induction to help
them to understand the nursery's policies and procedures, including safeguarding.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY414291

Essex

10074555

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto7

132

194

University of Essex

RP521128

01206 873224
2 June 2016

Information about this early years setting

Wivenhoe Park Day Nursery registered in 2010 under the current registration. The
nursery employs 46 members of childcare staff. Of these, 40 hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager who holds a level 6
early years teaching qualification. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all
year round. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. The setting provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Lynn Hughes
Sue Mann
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Inspection activities

B The inspectors completed a learning walk with the early years manager and
deputy. They discussed the nursery's ambitious curriculum and how it is
delivered across the nursery.

W The lead inspector observed an adult-led activity and reviewed the teaching and
learning with the early years manager.

B The inspectors held a meeting with the early years manager, the operations
manager and the deputy. They looked at relevant documentation, including
training certificates and evidence of the suitability checks taken up on staff.

B The inspectors spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.

B The inspectors took account of the views of parents spoken to during the
inspection, as well as written comments and feedback.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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