
Inspection of Kids Love Nature 
Kindergarten at Avon Heath
Avon Heath Country Park, Brocks Pine, St Ives, RINGWOOD, Hampshire BH24 2DH

Inspection date: 25 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The emphasis on outdoor play and learning in nature enables children to flourish at 
this nursery. They are highly motivated to learn and demonstrate high levels of 
confidence and self-reliance. While the indoor environment is extremely inviting 
and engaging, children also benefit significantly from the range of outstanding 
learning opportunities outdoors. They are proud to talk about the nursery's 
chickens who give them eggs. Children and staff accompany the park rangers on 
'explorer sessions' into the adjacent country park. From the bird hide, children 
identify and name birds at the feeder, explaining that, 'They eat different seeds 
because they have different shaped beaks'. Children learn how the forest and 
heathland are managed to encourage the inspects, birds and animals. They help to 
find the pine saplings and cut them with a lopper. Children feel safe here, taking on 
responsibilities in their nursery and helping to grow vegetables for the lunches that 
they assist with preparing. Indoors, children examine the shapes and textures of an 
old wasps' nest. They look at the hexagonal chambers and use pictures to compare 
wasps and bees. Children love working with the nursery's resident artist to create 
pictures of wildlife and plants. Children are kind and caring individuals who respect 
others and eagerly take turns.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and provider are passionate about providing high-quality care and 
education for children and work tirelessly to maintain and improve this 
outstanding provision. All staff share their passion and implement a curriculum 
that is highly effective in supporting children's emotional well-being and 
development across all areas of learning. 

n Children develop a love of nature and the natural world through the nursery's 
innovative planning and implementation of the curriculum. Staff put children's 
mental health and security at the heart of everything they do, nurturing a caring 
and supportive environment where children flourish. The focus on teaching 
children about the natural world and sustainability is key to this provision, to 
help children respect nature and to care for the planet. 

n Management has developed 'principles of learning' that are implemented across 
all Kids Love Nature provisions. This enables staff to assess their practice and 
continually improve and develop what they do. Management and staff constantly 
strive to provide the very best quality of care and education for children. 

n The quality of teaching is impressive. Staff skilfully guide children by asking 
questions, encouraging them to explore concepts and building on what they 
already know and can do. All staff prioritise children's emotional security to help 
them to recognise and appropriately express their emotions. Staff fully 
understand that this skill enables children to develop the ability to listen to 
others, develop empathy and improve the quality of relationships throughout 
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their lives. Children's behaviour is exemplary.  
n Parents state that staff provide an excellent level of communication. They are 

fully informed of their child's development and the next steps in their learning. 
Family days at the nursery are well attended and here, parents have good 
opportunities to experience a day at the nursery, exploring the adjacent 
heathlands and finding out how their children learn. The provider and other 
management staff hold 'parent talks' two or three times each year to explain the 
ethos of the nursery and to provide support to parents for issues such as sibling 
rivalry, toilet training or fussy eating.

n Staff feel extremely well supported by the management team. They relish 
excellent opportunities to extend their continued professional development. For 
example, staff have attended training to enable them to support children's 
mental health and emotional well-being. Managers recognise that the staff are 
their most valuable resource and provide excellent support for their professional 
and personal well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures that all staff complete safeguarding training on a regular 
basis to maintain their knowledge and understanding of keeping children safe. Staff 
are clear that children's safety as paramount. They are confident in knowing how 
to recognise and report any concerns they may have about a child's safety without 
hesitation. Staff teach children about their own safety as soon as they start at the 
nursery. This enables children to assess and manage risks independently. They 
confidently use real tools, such as hammers and nails, to build the wooden 
constructions in the outdoor space, clamber up the steep banks with confidence, 
and use the rope swings sensibly, but with enthusiasm. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY449312

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10125877

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Kids Love Nature Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531740

Telephone number 01425206444

Date of previous inspection 17 January 2013

Information about this early years setting

Kids Love Nature KIndergarten at Avon Heath registered in 2012. It operates from 
two rooms within the visitors' centre at Avon Heath Country Park in Hampshire. 
The nursery is open on weekdays from 8am to 5pm throughout the year, with the 
exception of bank holidays and a week at Christmas. A total of 17 staff work with 
the children, including the nursery's cook and a resident artist. The majority of staff 
hold relevant early years qualifications up to level 6. The manager is a qualified 
early years teacher. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Mitchell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed children at play and the interactions between children 
and staff, to assess the quality of teaching. 

n Parents spoke the inspector during the inspection to give their views about the 
nursery.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection, and joined staff, children and a park ranger on an 'explorer session' 
in the country park. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation of a planned 
activity and talked about how well the activity was conducted and adapted. 

n The inspector met with the manager and the provider to discuss the 
management of the nursery and sampled documentation relating to staff 
suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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