
Inspection of Little Ladybirds Private 
Pre-School And Nursery
Northwood Primary School, Wyatts Lane, Cowes PO31 8PU

Inspection date: 18 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Exceptional focus is given to providing younger children with all the support they 
need to settle and feel secure. Staff visit children at home to get to know them and 
obtain information about their needs before they attend the setting. Children enjoy 
a nurturing environment. Staff skilfully support children to develop strong 
relationships with adults and friendships with other children. The impact of this is 
very evident as young children demonstrate good levels of curiosity and confidence 
to explore their surroundings with staff and other children.   
   
Older children develop confidence to take part in an array of activities and 
experiences that help to ignite their curiosity and motivation to learn and have fun. 
They take part in regular forest school activities in the nearby woodland. Children 
learn how to identify a wide range of creatures. They explore, use and talk about 
the natural materials they find. Children learn to be still and listen to their 
breathing and to the sounds they hear around them. Children develop new skills as 
they learn how to use real tools safely during woodwork activities. They learn how 
to join materials such as wood, cork and buttons. Older children have further 
opportunities to extend their physical skills. They follow instructions as they learn 
new skills in dance and rugby.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are kind, caring and sensitive towards children. They model curiosity and 
help children to understand and use new vocabulary during all activities. Staff 
continually introduce new and unusual activities to expand children's experiences 
and help them to progress in their development. The curriculum is monitored 
and areas for improvement are identified. Recent self-evaluation accurately 
identified that children have numerous opportunities to count and experiment 
with shape and measure, but fewer opportunities to develop their interest and 
understanding of numbers. However, this area for improvement has not yet 
been addressed. 

n Excellent partnerships are developed with parents. Parents are provided with 
detailed and individually tailored information to help them support their child's 
learning at home. Parents report that they know exactly what their children are 
learning. They comment on how well their children settle and progress in their 
learning. 

n There is a high emphasis placed on monitoring children's progress. Staff identify 
where children may need extra support to develop the skills they need for their 
next stage in learning, including their move to school. Staff plan a range of 
highly effective small-group adult-led sessions that successfully give a boost to 
children's progress in areas such as listening and speaking skills. Staff are 
particularly effective in providing extra support to help children to manage their 
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feelings and behaviour. Children learn how to play cooperatively with others, 
take turns and share resources. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities make good progress. Staff work closely with parents and any other 
agencies so that children get all of the individual support they need.  

n Children make good progress in their literacy skills. From an early age, they take 
part in activities that help develop all the muscles that are needed for early 
writing skills. Older children develop the skill to hold a pencil correctly and learn 
to recognise and write their name. Children are supported well to develop an 
interest in and enjoyment of books.   

n Good focus is given to promoting the emotional well-being of staff. Staff report 
that they feel well supported in their roles. They receive regular supervision and 
take part in training events. A number of staff have been supported in 
developing their professional knowledge and skills to an exceptional level. 
However, this expertise has not been fully disseminated to staff with less 
experience and knowledge of teaching. Consequently, some staff are not as 
skilled in giving children enough time and help to express their own ideas and 
further develop their creative and critical thinking skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a strong understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities to safeguard children. They have a thorough knowledge of the signs 
that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They understand and follow correct 
reporting procedures if they have a concern about a child or the behaviour of 
another member of staff. Recruitment and ongoing checks are robust and help to 
ensure staff are suitable to work with children. Staff provide high levels of 
supervision for children. They help children to learn and practise risk assessment 
skills as they take part in all activities.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n act more swiftly on areas of improvement identified through self-evaluation, in 
this instance increase opportunities for children to develop an interest in and an 
understanding and use of numerals

n disseminate further the expertise of staff so that staff with less experience and 
knowledge of teaching develop their skills, particularly in relation to giving older 
children enough time and support to express their own ideas and further 
develop their creative and critical thinking skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552625

Local authority Isle of Wight 

Inspection number 10130858

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 8

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 76

Name of registered person Meaden, Natasha Sandra

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514453

Telephone number 01983 294633

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Ladybirds Private Pre-School And Nursery registered in 2017. It operates from 
purpose-built premises within the grounds of Northwood Primary School on the Isle 
of Wight. The setting employs 15 members of staff. Of these, three hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 6, 10 hold level 3 and two hold level 2. The 
setting opens Monday to Friday, all year round, from 7.30am until 6pm. Funding is 
accepted for the provision of free early years education for children aged two, 
three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Christine Armstrong
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector carried out a learning walk around the pre-
school and nursery. The manager explained how the curriculum is organised and 
how staff plan for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the relationships between 
children and staff, and evaluated how well these supported children to learn and 
develop.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager on an activity 
and assessed how well children's learning was planned for.

n The inspector held discussions with parents, children and staff at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n A leadership meeting was held with the manager. The inspector looked at a 
sample of documentation. This included staff suitability checks.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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