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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
The school’s pledge, known as ‘The Shrewton Way’, is at the heart of pupils’ 
experiences. Pupils live by the motto, ‘believe, achieve and grow!’ which helps them 
to be happy and successful. Beginning in the Reception Year, children quickly 
become keen learners. They are confident to give their opinions, including to 
disagree respectfully over an author’s intent in a story or to talk about their day in 
front of the class. 
 
Pupils are kind and considerate. Bullying is rare. Pupils want to make a difference to 
the world around them. For example, Years 3 and 4 played the ‘balloon bassoons’ 
that they had made in science to residents in the village. Pupils take great joy from 
sharing their learning with others. They know right from wrong, and hold strong 
views, such as their concern about climate change and how it affects wildlife. This 
led to the school sponsoring a polar bear.  
 
Pupils enjoy learning. They demonstrate determination to learn and are attentive in 
lessons. Teachers are ambitious for all pupils, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils learn well in most subjects and 
are well prepared for the next stage in their education.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders, including governors, work effectively with the trust to make sure that the 
pupils receive a good quality of education. Following her appointment in 2018, the 
headteacher has led the school with a determination to see it improve. She has 
brought the school community together so that her high ambitions are realised 
through the everyday experiences of the pupils. 
 
Leaders have overhauled what they want pupils to know in every subject. Teachers 
have a clear understanding of what pupils should learn and by when. As a result, 
lessons are well sequenced so that pupils can build their knowledge well over time. 
For example, in science, children in the Reception Year explore the different sounds 
they can hear. In Year 4, pupils learn how sounds are made, including pitch through 
their balloon bassoons. Pupils achieve well, particularly when the order for learning 
new knowledge and skills is mapped out in detail from the Reception Year to Year 6. 
For example, in mathematics, pupils can recall key facts quickly to solve a range of 
problems involving numbers and shape. However, some subjects are not as well 
developed as others. Leaders are working to a well-formulated plan to ensure that 
all subjects are of the same high standard. As a result, they have identified art, 
music, design and technology (DT) and computing as their next priorities to further 
improve the curriculum. Although pupils achieve well in these subjects, leaders’ high 
aspirations mean they are continuing to demand even more on behalf of pupils.  
 
Leaders are keen to improve pupils’ reading. This is a priority. All pupils, including 
those with SEND, are well challenged and supported through a strong reading 
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programme. Pupils read every day, including as reading and phonics buddies. They 
love to read and find joy and wonder in their books. The emphasis on reading is also 
helping pupils to increase the amount of words they can read and understand. For 
example, children in the Reception Year told us about the moon and its ‘orbit’ 
around the earth. Older pupils use a variety of words to explain their thoughts and 
express their views about what they are reading. Pupils are keen to read out loud 
and to each other. Pupils of all ages understand the importance of reading and take 
pleasure in books. 
 
Leaders have put a robust phonics programme in place, beginning in the Reception 
Year. Teachers check what pupils know. They use this information to teach different 
pupils what they need to learn next, including those who need to catch up. This 
works well so that most pupils quickly become confident and fluent readers. 
However, the phonics programme does not set out the expectations for when pupils 
should know some key words, such as ‘I’, ‘he’, ‘said’ and ‘want’. A few pupils try to 
sound these out but hesitate when they find that they cannot do so. Leaders are 
taking steps to address this by reviewing when these words should be taught in the 
phonics programme. 
 
Pupils learn about customs, cultures and religions from around the world. They visit 
places of worship, such as Salisbury Cathedral and study religious texts, like the 
‘Torah Explorers’ in the Reception Year. These provide pupils with an understanding 
of different people and prepares them well for life in modern Britain. Pupils also 
learn about the school’s values, such as respect and kindness. They understand how 
their words and actions affect others. Consequently, pupils contribute to making this 
a happy school where everybody feels welcome and appreciated. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders are diligent and tenacious in their safeguarding duties. Staff are vetted, 
checked and trained robustly in accordance with government requirements. They 
know what to do to keep pupils safe and are unflinching in following procedures for 
the good of the pupils. 
 
Pupils told us that they feel safe, which includes their mental health and well-being. 
For example, ‘worry alerts’ around the school remind pupils to speak to an adult if 
they need to. Staff and therapists provide effective support to pupils who need it.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The sequences of learning in a few subjects are not broken down into sufficiently 

small steps. This means that some pupils do not achieve to the very highest 
standards in subjects such as art and computing. Leaders need to ensure that 
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there are well-considered curricular steps to help pupils learn as well in every 
subject.  

 The phonics programme is strong and helps pupils to read well. However, 
planning for children to learn the key tricky words from Reception to Year 2 is 
sometimes not clear enough. This means that a few pupils who need to catch up 
occasionally do not recognise these words, which can hold them back. Leaders 
need to ensure that the learning of these words is fully planned and implemented 
as part of the phonics programme.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 144277 

Local authority Wiltshire 

Inspection number 10122324 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 93 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Graham Exon 

Headteacher Emily Mullord 

Website www.shrewton.dsat.org.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Shrewton Church of England Primary School converted to become an academy 

school on 1 March 2017. It is a member of the Diocese of Salisbury Academy 
Trust (DSAT).  

 The school’s previous section 48 inspection was on 12 July 2019. The school was 
judged to be good. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We worked with many leaders during the course of the inspection. These 

included: the headteacher, curriculum leaders for English and phonics, 
mathematics, science and music, as well as the special educational needs 
coordinator.  

 We also met with the emotional literacy support assistant and representatives of 
the local governing board. The lead inspector held a telephone conversation with 
the school’s link trustee and met with the chief executive officer and other trust 
school improvement officers, including the director of education. 
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 We scrutinised the school’s safeguarding records, including the single central 
record, and evaluated the effectiveness of the school’s safeguarding procedures. 
This involved talking to staff and pupils about their understanding of 
safeguarding, bullying and health and safety. 

 We undertook deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics, science and 
music. This involved visiting lessons, talking to pupils, looking at pupils’ work and 
talking to teachers.  

 We checked Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, and took account of these views 
during the inspection. We also spoke with staff and reviewed both the staff and 
pupil surveys during the inspection. 

Inspection team 
 

Stewart Gale, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Ross Newman Ofsted Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Shrewton CofE Primary Academy 

12–13 February 2020 7 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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