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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Staff and pupils describe the school community as a special family. The school 
motto, ‘Love, Care, Share’, is lived out by pupils each day. Pupils show the utmost 
respect for each other and people of different faiths and cultures. Pupils’ uniqueness 
is celebrated. Adults listen to pupils and value their opinions. Pupils talk eagerly 
about school and what they have learned. 
  
Pupils rise keenly to teachers’ high expectations in English and mathematics and 
achieve very well. Staff teach children to read with fluency and expression as soon 
as they start school. If children find this a bit tricky at first, they are given daily 
support and they catch up. Pupils read aloud often.  
  
A wide range of clubs, activities and events support pupils’ learning and 
development. Parents and carers feel involved in school life. Staff give excellent 
attention to encouraging everyone to take part and be successful, including pupils 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils very rarely miss a 
day at school.  
 
Pupils readily take on responsibilities such as being school councillors and sports 
leaders. Pupils know what bullying is. No pupils spoken to had experienced it. Pupils 
say that ‘little squabbles’ are quickly sorted out. They feel very well looked after by 
adults. Older pupils naturally lend a hand to the younger ones.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Over time, leaders have made sure that pupils achieve very well in English and 
mathematics. Recently, leaders have developed a curriculum to help pupils gain 
knowledge just as well in other subjects. A considerable proportion of pupils enter 
school with skills that are higher than typical for their age. Leaders have rightly 
identified that the curriculum needs to be more ambitious, particularly for these 
pupils. 
 
Leaders have checked that the school curriculum covers all aspects of the national 
curriculum. In some subjects, such as physical education (PE), leaders have carefully 
sequenced what knowledge and skills pupils will learn each year. Pupils apply the 
skills they have learned to play team games successfully. They use accurate 
terminology. They have a good understanding of the effect that physical exercise 
has on their bodies. 
 
In some subjects, curriculum development is at an earlier stage. Leaders are still 
deciding the most important knowledge pupils should know and when, for example 
in design technology. In most subjects, including science, leaders have not 
formalised how they will check what pupils have learned. 
 
Almost all pupils read well. Children start to learn to read as soon as they start 
Reception. Children quickly and confidently apply their phonic knowledge to reading 
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and writing. Children with lower starting points and those with SEND are given the 
right support to catch up. They read aloud to an adult often. They have books that 
are well matched to the sounds they know. They realise when they make a mistake 
and go back to correct themselves. Recent training has helped leaders identify ways 
to improve the teaching of phonics further.  
 
Pupils with SEND are well supported by leaders and staff. They achieve well. This is 
despite the challenge that leaders say they face in accessing external support. The 
needs of pupils with SEND have been carefully considered during the curriculum 
changes. For example, changes to the PE curriculum mean that more pupils with 
SEND take part in additional sports activities.  
 
In early years, staff have recently raised their expectations of what children can 
achieve. Changes to the curriculum are helping children with higher starting points 
flourish. Children are eager to talk about their work and play. The curriculum is 
exciting. It gives children lots of opportunities to practise what they have learned.  
 
Staff care very much for pupils and pupils care for and respect them. Leaders and 
the diocese have planned an aspirational virtues curriculum. Pupils work 
exceptionally hard at being the best they can be. They listen carefully to adults and 
respond quickly to instructions. Pupils show high levels of self-control. They chose to 
‘do the right thing’ naturally and without reminders. Their behaviour is excellent.  
 
Governors put the care, nurture and safety of pupils first in their checks on leaders’ 
work. They know how well pupils achieve in reading, writing and mathematics over 
time. However, they are not clear about what pupils know and remember in other 
areas of the curriculum. This information has not historically been shared or, 
therefore, challenged.  
 
The Catholic Schools Partnership (CSP) provides support and training opportunities 
for staff. The partnership’s regular health checks have been fundamental in helping 
leaders identify and address priorities for improvement. The partnership has 
supported leaders in managing changes in staffing and leadership.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have effective systems in place to check the suitability of staff to work with 
children. Leaders make sure that staff receive frequent safeguarding training and 
updates. Governors are quickly informed when any aspects of the school’s work in 
this area need developing. They check that appropriate actions have been taken.  
  
Pupils feel safe in school. They learn about the dangers they may face and how to 
manage possible risks. Pupils spoken with told an inspector confidently how to 
respond in a fire (‘stop, drop, roll’) and to an internet safety concern (‘stop, block, 
report’). They have full confidence in any adult in school giving them help if they 
need it.  
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Leaders’ curriculum plans are new in subjects other than English and 

mathematics. Leaders are still establishing ways to check on what pupils know in 
subjects. Pupils build well on what they have learned in subjects such as PE. 
However, their knowledge in other subjects, such as design technology, is not as 
strong. Leaders should continue their plans to improve the curriculum. They 
should establish ways to check that plans are being implemented effectively. 
Leaders should establish a way to check what pupils have learned in each subject. 
They should also make sure that governors are well informed about how well 
pupils are improving their knowledge across the curriculum. 

 The curriculum is not ambitious enough in all subjects for pupils with higher 
starting points. Some pupils with higher starting points do not achieve as well as 
they can in all subjects. Leaders have identified this. Leaders should continue with 
their plans to ensure that the curriculum end points in each subject are 
challenging. They should make sure that they identify exactly what pupils already 
know and build on this over pupils’ time in school.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 107342 

Local authority Bradford 

Inspection number 10121896 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 5 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 207 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body John Shaw 

Headteacher Louise Robinson 

Website www.stjosephs.ngfl.ac.uk 

Date of previous inspection 10 July 2008 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school has a Catholic character and is part of the Diocese of Leeds (Roman 

Catholic). At the last section 48 inspection in March 2019, the school was judged 
to be outstanding in all areas. 

 There have been significant permanent and temporary changes of staff during the 
last year.  

 The early years consists of one Reception class.  

 The proportion of pupils who are identified with SEND is lower than the national 
average. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We 
deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 
 
 We met with the headteacher throughout the inspection. We met with members 

of the local governing board, including the chair, and with representatives from 

http://www.stjosephs.ngfl.ac.uk/
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the Catholic Schools Partnership. The lead inspector spoke to a representative 
from the diocese on the telephone.  

 We did deep dives into reading, mathematics, science and PE. This involved 
discussions with pupils, curriculum leaders and teachers. We looked at pupils’ 
work and visited lessons. We listened to pupils read. 

 We checked the school’s culture of safeguarding by undertaking a wide range of 
activities. This included speaking to pupils, parents, governors and staff. We 
looked closely at safeguarding records and discussed the involvement of other 
agencies. 

 We spoke to parents at the start of the school day to ask for their views about the 
school. We considered the 71 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent 
View.  

 
Inspection team 

 

Kate Rowley, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Mary Lanovy-Taylor Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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