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Inspection of a good school: Brading
Church of England Controlled Primary
School

West Street, Brading, Sandown, Isle of Wight PO36 0DS

Inspection dates: 11 February 2020

Outcome

Brading Church of England Controlled Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils at Brading school learn well together in an inclusive and supportive environment.
All pupils are accepted as individuals, working together as part of a strong community.
Children entering the early years are very well cared for, so that they settle quickly. This
builds their confidence. Pupils’ individual needs always come first, reflecting the school’s
Christian ethos.

Leaders and teachers have high expectations of what pupils can achieve regardless of
individual circumstances. Most pupils behave well. Learning activities are rarely affected
by poor behaviour, so that all pupils can enjoy learning. Pupils themselves celebrate their
differences positively. One pupil said, ‘Brading wouldn’t be the same without all the
different kinds of children.

Pupils work hard and enjoy learning. They are tolerant and want to help the school
improve. They can do this as a ‘mini governor’, helping to improve the environment, or by
helping their friends as a playground buddy. Pupils are happy and feel safe. They say
there is always someone to listen to them if they are worried. Pupils trust the staff so that
if bullying does occur they are confident that it will be dealt with swiftly. Pupils are well
supported both academically and socially.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

Leaders have maintained a good standard of education since the previous inspection.
Leaders and teachers are ambitious for all pupils. They want them to achieve and become
good citizens. Leaders have carefully considered how ‘Brading pupils’ learn. They have
given careful consideration to what pupils need to learn and are committed to making
learning for pupils of all abilities as effective as it can be. Leaders have reorganised
effectively when pupils learn particular skills and knowledge.
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When children start school, teachers focus on developing language and vocabulary.
Teachers create an environment rich in language, helping pupils learn new words and
phrases. This focus continues throughout the school. Older pupils develop their
vocabulary by challenging one another during class discussions. Teachers plan interesting
lessons that pupils enjoy. For example, Year 5 pupils took part in the ‘Mummification’
Egyptian workshop, while Reception children made ‘Moon rocks’ as part of vocabulary
development. As a result, pupils have very positive attitudes to their learning.

Leaders have rightly considered in what order pupils should learn concepts in a range of
subjects. More experienced staff in subjects such as English and mathematics have
completed this work effectively. They, and leaders, are supporting new subject
coordinators but this work is less well advanced in other subject areas. They are focusing
on making sure the sequence of learning is as good as it can be. Leaders recognise the
importance of continuing this process of development. Teams of teachers are working
together. As a result, leaders make sure pupils have a range of good-quality experiences.

Reading is well taught in the school. Reception children learn their phonics from day one.
This helps children develop confidence in their reading quickly. Regular practise allows
them to remember the sounds, increasing their vocabulary. Pupils in Year 1 build on this
strong foundation so that they reach higher standards in phonics than those achieved
nationally. Pupils are encouraged to develop a love of reading. Teachers read to pupils
regularly. Events such as World Book Day and visiting authors help inspire pupils to read
more widely. Older pupils focus on developing fluency and learning a wider range of
vocabulary. This helps improve their understanding and comprehension skills. Leaders
have devised very individual programmes to help those pupils who have fallen behind in
their reading, helping them to catch up quickly. This is one of the reasons why pupils have
very positive attitudes to reading.

Pupils work hard in lessons and enjoy their learning. Most pupils are well behaved. They
understand that if they do not behave it affects their learning and that of their friends.

In mathematics pupils know their numbers well because they have lots of opportunities to
practise basic skills. Pupils successfully build on these skills, developing a good
understanding of mathematical concepts. Teachers make sure pupils understand their
learning before moving on.

Disadvantaged pupils and those pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) receive high-quality support. Highly structured and individual programmes are in
place to help these pupils know and remember more. Activities such as Lego therapy
boost the confidence of these pupils, helping their learning in the classroom. Parents
appreciate this support, one describing it as ‘going above and beyond'.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders focus on pupils’ happiness, safety and security. They create a strong culture of
safeguarding, reflecting the school’s highly inclusive nature. All staff are very well trained

Inspection report: Brading Church of England Controlled Primary School 2
11-12 February 2020



Oféted

and are confident to act in the right way should a child protection issue arise. The
recording of any incidents is detailed and all concerns are followed up meticulously.
Leaders’ work with outside agencies, such as social services, is very focused. They make
sure that pupils and families get the help they need.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Leaders modified the curriculum effectively as the school moved from vertically
grouped classes to single year groups. They have been largely successful in ensuring
that the curriculum has been mapped from Reception Year to Year 6 so that the full
entitlement of the national curriculum is covered. Leaders need to continue using more
experienced members of staff to develop the skills of less experienced coordinators to
ensure that this is done consistently well in all subjects. Leaders need to continue to
focus on the sequence of learning in individual subjects or topics, identifying
opportunities for pupils to practise their skills and opportunities to overlearn, so that
pupils know and remember more over time.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.

This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 13-14 July
2016.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.
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https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted
Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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13-14 July 2016

B The number of pupils on roll has significantly increased since the previous inspection.

B As a school with a distinctive Christian ethos, the school was last subject to an
inspection under section 48 of the Education Act 2005 in July 2016, when it was judged

to be good.

B Classes were reorganised for this academic year into age-related groups rather than

the previous mixed-age arrangement.

W The school has recently set up a Resource Class supporting seven pupils with complex

needs.

Information about this inspection

B We met with senior leaders, the governing body, including the chair, and undertook a
telephone conversation with a representative of the local authority.

B We gathered a range of evidence regarding safeguarding, including discussions with
pupils and staff, training logs and safeguarding records.

B We considered 36 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View,
including 24 free-text responses. We considered a parental phone call received during
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the inspection. We took account of the views of 28 pupils via the pupil survey and 23
staff via the staff survey.

B Deep dives were undertaken in these subjects: reading, mathematics and science. This
involved meeting leaders who are responsible for these subjects and visiting lessons to
observe learning. Meetings were held with pupils to talk about their learning and with
teachers to discuss pupils’ understanding.

Inspection team

Bill James, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Brian Macdonald Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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